




The Bush administration shut down
the Holy Land Foundation for Relief
and Development six years ago and
froze its assets.There was no hearing or
trial. It became a crime for anyone to
engage in transactions with the founda-
tion.

The administration never produced
evidence to support the charges. It did
not have any. In the “war on terror,” ev-
idence is unnecessary. An executive or-
der is enough. The foundation sued the
government in a federal court in the
District of Columbia. Behind closed
doors, the government presented se-
cret evidence that the charity had no
opportunity to see or rebut. The char-
ity’s case was dismissed.

The government has closed seven
Muslim charities in the United States
and frozen their assets. Not one of
them, or any person associated with
them, has been found guilty of financ-
ing terrorism. They will remain shut.

George W. Bush can tar any organi-
zation or individual, here or abroad, as

being part of a terrorist conspiracy and
by fiat render them powerless. He does
not need to make formal charges. He
does not need to wait for a trial verdict.
Secret evidence, which these court
cases have exposed as a sham, is
enough.

The juries in Tampa, Chicago and
Dallas did their duty.They spoke for the
rights of citizens. They spoke for the
protection of due process and the rule
of law. They threw small hurdles in
front of the emergent police state. But
the abuse rolls on.

I fear terrorism. I know it is real. I am
sure terrorists will strike again on
American soil. But while terrorists can
wound and disrupt our democracy,only
we can kill it. CT

Chris Hedges is the former Middle East
bureau chief for The New York Times
and the author of War Is a Force That
Gives Us Meaning. His latest book is
American Fascists: The Christian
Right and the War on America
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I
raq war veterans now stationed at
a base at Watertown, New York,
say that morale among U.S. sol-
diers in the country is so poor,

many are simply parking their
Humvees and pretending to be on pa-
trol, a practice dubbed “search and
avoid” missions.

Phil Aliff is an active duty soldier
with the 10th Mountain Division sta-
tioned at Fort Drum in upstate New
York. He served nearly one year in Iraq
from August 2005 to July 2006, in the ar-
eas of Abu Ghraib and Fallujah, both
west of Baghdad.

“Morale was incredibly low,” said
Aliff, adding that he joined the military
because he was raised in a poor family
by a single mother and had few other
prospects. “Most men in my platoon in
Iraq were just in from combat tours in
Afghanistan.”

According to Aliff, their mission was
to help the Iraqi Army “stand up” in the
Abu Ghraib area of western Baghdad,
but in fact his platoon was doing all
the fighting without support from the
Iraqis they were supposedly preparing

to take control of the security situa-
tion.

“I never heard of an Iraqi unit that
was able to operate on their own,” said
Aliff, who is now a member of the
group Iraq Veterans Against the War
(IVAW). “The only reason we were re-
placed by an Iraqi Army unit was for
publicity.”

Aliff said he participated in roughly
300 patrols. “We were hit by so many
roadside bombs we became incredibly
demoralised, so we decided the only
way we wouldn’t be blown up was to
avoid driving around all the time.”

“So we would go find an open field
and park, and call our base every hour
to tell them we were searching for
weapons caches in the fields and doing
weapons patrols and everything was
going fine,” he said,adding, “All our en-
listed people became very disenchanted
with our chain of command.”

Aliff, who suffers from post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD), refused
to return to Iraq with his unit,which ar-
rived in Kirkuk two weeks ago.
“They’ve already lost a guy, and they

“We would go
find an open
field and park,
and call
our base every
hour to tell
them we were
searching for
weapons caches
in the fields and
doing weapons
patrols and
everything
was going fine”
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are now fostering the sectarian violence
by arming the Sunnis while supporting
the Shia politically ... classic divide and
conquer.”

Aliff told IPS he is set to be dis-
charged by the military next month be-
cause they claim his PTSD “is untreat-
able by their doctors”.

According to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA), the number of Iraq
and Afghanistan war veterans seeking
treatment for PTSD increased nearly 70
percent in the 12 months ending on Jun.
30. The nearly 50,000 VA-documented
PTSD cases greatly exceed the 30,000
military personnel that the Pentagon
officially classifies as wounded in both
occupations.

VA records show that mental health
has become the second-largest area of
illness for which veterans of the ongo-
ing occupations are seeking treatment
at VA hospitals and clinics. The total
number of mental health cases among
war veterans increased by 58 percent;
from 63,767 on Jun. 30, 2006, to 100,580
on Jun. 30, 2007, according to the VA.

Other active duty Iraq veterans tell
similar stories of disobeying orders so as
not to be attacked so frequently.

“We’d go to the end of our patrol
route and set up on top of a bridge and
use it as an over-watch position,” Eli
Wright,also an active duty soldier with
the 10th Mountain Division, told IPS.
“We would just sit with our binoculars

and observe rather than sweep. We’d
call in radio checks every hour and say
we were doing sweeps.”

Wright added, “It was a common
tactic, a lot of people did that.We’d just
hang out, listen to music, smoke ciga-
rettes, and pretend.”

The 26-year-old medic complained
that his unit did not have any armoured
Humvees during his time in Iraq,where
he was stationed in Ramadi, capital of
the volatile Al Anbar province.

“We put sandbags on the floors of
our vehicles, which had canvas doors,”
said Wright, who was in Iraq from Sep-
tember 2003 until September 2004. “By
the end of our tour,we were bolting any
metal we could find to our Humvees.
Everyone was doing this, and we didn’t
get armoured Humvees in country un-
til after we left.”

Other veterans, like 25-year-old
Nathan Lewis, who was in Iraq for the
invasion of March 2003 until June of
that year while serving in the 214th field
artillery brigade, complained of lack of
training for what they were ordered to
do, in addition to not having armoured
Humvees for their travels.

“We never got training for a lot of the
work we did,” he explained. “We had a
white phosphorous mortar round that
cooked off in the back of one of our
trucks, because we loaded that with
some other ammo, and we weren’t
trained how to do it the right way.”

“It was a
common tactic,
a lot of people
did that. We’d
just hang out,
listen to music,
smoke
cigarettes,
and pretend”
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The “search and avoid” missions ap-
pear to have been commonplace
around much of Iraq for years now.

Geoff Millard served nine years in
the New York Army National Guard,
and was in Iraq from October 2004 un-
til October 2005 working for a general at
a Tactical Operation Centre.

Millard,also a member of IVAW,said
that part of his duties included report-
ing “significant actions”, or SIGACTS,
which is how the U.S.military describes
an attack on their forces.

“We had units that never called in
SIGACTS,” Millard, who monitored
highly volatile areas like Baquba, Tikrit
and Samarra, told IPS. “When I was
there two years ago, there were at least
five companies that never had
SIGACTS. I think ‘search and avoids’

have been going on there for a long
time.”

Millard told IPS “search and avoid”
missions continue today across Iraq.

“One of my buddies is in Baghdad
right now and we email all the time,” he
explained, “He just told me that nearly
each day they pull into a parking lot,
drink soda,and shoot at the cans.They
pay Iraqi kids to bring them things and
spread the word that they are not do-
ing anything and to please just leave
them alone.” CT

Dahr Jamail’s new book is ”Beyond
The Green Zone: Dispatches from an
Unembedded Journalist in Occupied
Iraq.” This article originally appeared
at his web site,
http://www.dahrjamailiraq.com
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Reminder to the crusading
Armageddonists ..... “Thou shalt not
kill.” Exodus 20: 13

T
hey are at it again. Remember
when Milosovic was labelled
“the butcher of Belgrade”, the
new Hitler?

Then Saddam Hussein was “the
butcher of Baghdad” and,of course, the
most dangerous man since Hitler –
with weapons of mass destruction
which could be unleashed on the world
“in forty five minutes”.

Colin Powell lied to the U.N., about
the danger Iraq posed to the planet;
George Bush lied to anyone who would
listen; Tony Blair lied to Parliament and
aides concocted dossiers so dodgy they
were laughable.Yet despite the millions
who marched, protested and knew the
lies for what they were, there were mil-
lions who bought fiction as fact.

And here we go again. Iran’s Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (wait for
“the tyrant of Tehran”) threatens the
planet, is supplying weapons to Iraq’s
resistance, is destabilising the region

and the paradise that is occupied Iraq.
While there are indeed plenty of Ira-

nians or Iranian sympathisers in Iraq,
they came in with the occupiers. Many
in high places in Iraq’s corrupt, militia
driven, American puppet government,
speak Farsi, not Arabic.

The increasingly hysterical claims re-
garding Iran, the latest threat to life as
we know it, is being brought to you by
the very same warmongers who
wrought the duplicity that resulted in
Iraq’s murderous decimation: the
hawks’ nest which is the American En-
terprise Institute (AEI) and their friends.

A glance at the AEI website lists
those including:

Paul Wolfowitz (“entrepreneurship
and development”),
Michael Rubin (“Arab democracy”),
Richard Perle (“defence ...intelli-
gence”),
Joshua Muravchik (“global democ-
racy”),
John Bolton (“foreign policy”),
Lynne Cheney, whose husband, as
ever, is believed a driving force be-
hind the attack plan (“culture and
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Britain’s Prime
Minister Brown
“refuses to rule
out” joining the
US military
intervention – to
decimate for
“democracy”
and plunder
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education”),
Michael Ledeen (latest book: “The
Iranian Time Bomb: The Mullah
Zealots Quest for Destruction”),
Danielle Pletka (“Vice President for
foreign and defence policy studies”)
who,writing in the “Wall Street Jour-
nal” (28th September 2007) referred
to Iran’s “illegal nuclear weapons ...
Washington’s impotence” and “clear
information of a link to a weapons of
mass destruction programme”. This
in spite of the International Atomic
Energy Authority finding no indica-
tion of such programmes.

It all sounds chillingly familiar.
Interestingly, an item on the Insti-

tute’s list of “Research Projects” is
“Global Investment in Iran”. Surely a
matter for Iran – or does the AEI al-
ready regard Iran’s oil fields and assets
as their fiscal frolic zone?

Orchestration is continuing apace:
“Even as we are succeeding in Iraq”

(really?) “Iran is working against us ...
we will not achieve peace in the region
if we ignore this threat”, writes Ledeen.

Further, there are clear plans to lib-
erate Iran’s women,Afghan style: “Since
1979, Iran has changed from a society
where women could attend university
and have careers, to one where they
are second class citizens ... sold as slaves
...”. writes Diana Furchgott-Roth in the
New York Sun (14th September 2007.)

There must be two Irans: “Literacy is
well over ninety percent, even in the
rural areas and in 2005,more than sixty
five percent of students entering univer-
sity were women.The voices that come
through most strongly on the Iranian

blogosphere are those of this educated,
young generation.” Over sixty five per-
cent of this country of seventy million
are under thirty years old.

“I feel cold when I think about a pos-
sible war against my homeland”, wrote
one blogger: “My picture of war hasn’t
come from Hollywood movies, I have
seen the pain, the kids tears, bloody
streets ...” In a picture showing a meet-
ing of the Tehran Photographers Asso-
ciation, the venue is packed with vi-
brantly dressed women – and one man.
(See : Inside Iran, New Internationalist,
March 2007: www.newint.org )

Iran is not perfect, but where is?
Britain’s Prime Minister Brown “refuses
to rule out” joining the US military in-
tervention – to decimate for “democ-
racy” and plunder resources.According
to the Sunday Telegraph (1st October
2007), a dossier is being drawn up on
Iran’s violations of International Law,
as with Iraq. “Violations of Interna-
tional Law”? Two countries,Britain and
America have not alone violated, but
torn up International Law. Yet again,
who guards the guards?

Can a nation, which even invaded
Grenada (which has no armed forces,
main exports: bananas, nutmeg, mace;
a war for nutmegs?) in 1983, totalling a
psychiatric hospital (24th anniversary,
25th October) population 94,103 (1994)
v.United States,population 260,713,000
(1994) because it was a “threat”, be
trusted?

But the war drums are beating: “WE
MUST bomb Iran”, is the header for
Josua Muravchik’s Los Angeles Times
article (19th June 2007.)

He begins with quotes straight from

http://www.newint.org


the Pentagon’s Iraq propaganda hand-
book: “...since the country’s secret nu-
clear programme was brought to light
... the path of diplomacy and sanctions
has led nowhere.” Tehran has “spur-
ned” a “string of concessions”; the UN
Security Council was derelict in its duty
toward the Iranian threat.

The completion of Iran’s nuclear ar-
senal grows closer daily, this “premier
state sponsor of terrorism” could “slip
nuclear material to terrorists”. The
bomb Iran doesn’t have, would, of
course “constitute a dire threat to Is-
rael’s six million population”. No men-
tion of Israel being the fifth largest nu-
clear power on earth, without a blink
towards the non-proliferation treaty, or
indeed even an admission of having
such weapons.

However Iran’s non-weapons:
“would spell finis to the entire non-pro-
liferation system”. The “...global strug-
gle” with Iran is “akin” to the forty year
one with the Soviet Union and – wait
for it – “a clash of civlisations”.

“The only way to forestall these
frightening developments is by the use
of force ... by an air campaign against
Tehran’s nuclear facilities.We have con-
siderable information about these facil-
ities; by some estimates they comprise
about 1,500 targets.... What should be
the timing of such an attack? If we did
it next year, that would give time for
U.N. diplomacy to further reveal its
bankruptcy ...’” is Murachik’s conclu-
sion. “Deja vu, all over again.”

Not mentioned,anywhere, in the de-
mented rhetoric regarding an attack on
Iran, is the “A” word: Armageddon.
“Likely targets for saturation bombing”

(that look likely to involve tactical nu-
clear weapons) “are the Bushehr nu-
clear power plant” (where Russian and
other foreign national technicians are
present) “a uranium mining site at Sag-
hand” (near a major city, Yazd) “the
uranium enrichment facility at Natanz,
a heavy water plant and radioisotope
facility at Arak, the Arkedan Nuclear
Fuel Unit, the Uranium Enrichment Fa-
cility and Nuclear Technology Centre in
Isfahan, the Tehran Nuclear Research
Cnetree, the Tehran Molybdenum, Io-
dine and Xenon Radioisotope Produc-
tion Facility .... a reportedly disman-
tled uranium enrichment plant at
Lashkar Abad and the Radioactive
Waste Storage Units in Karaj and
Anarak” (Wayne Madsen: http://www.
endtimesreport.com/Attack_on_Iran.
html )

These were facilities,many begun af-
ter the US/UK overthrow of Iran’s
democratically elected, democratic
Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossa-
degh in 1953, after he had nationalised
the country’s oil. The coup was engi-
neered by the CIA’s Kermit Roosevelt,
grandson of Theodore. General Nor-
man Schwartzkopf’s father then trav-
elled to Iran, to help train Savak, the
murderous, ruthless, secret police of
America’s friend, the Shah.

However, modern history aside, for-
get global warming.

Consider the enormity of the seem-
ingly proposed attack, apart from the
unimaginable horror of those fried and
irradiated in the immediate vicinity and
surrounding countries (including “al-
lied”, troops throughout the region.).

This is a succinct description of what
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the explosion of just one nuclear power
plant, Chernobyl, generated in 1986:
“Irradiated human cells splinter into
fragments called micronuclei ... a defin-
itive pre-cursor of cancer. During the
nuclear reactor disaster at Chernobyl,
the ... radiation released was the equiv-
alent of four hundred atomic bombs ...
Exposed Russians quickly developed
blood cell micronuclei ...” (The Radia-
tion Poisoning of America, Amy Wor-
thington, 9 Oct 2007: http://www.glo
balresearch.ca )

The plight of the children and the
Chernobyl region’s cancers 21 years on,
have become an ongoing, tragic, global
health study, as Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, the residents of the Pacific is-
lands, after the British and French nu-
clear tests.

Chernobyl’s radiation traversed the
globe within days. In the highlands of
the U.K., Wales and Cumbria, livestock
straying in affected areas are still ined-
ible and unsaleable. Chernobyl was
doused from the air with fire retardant,
by crews of whom, despite being pro-
tected by heavily leaded cockpit floors,
it has been reported not one has sur-
vived the resultant cancers. If Cher-
nobyl was the equivalent of 400 atomic
bombs, see the above list and do the
maths. Don’t forget to add the “coali-
tion’s” democratic nuclear weapons
dropped on them.

Norman Podhoretz, one of the
founding fathers of neo-conservatism
in the United States, is gung-ho, an-
other one reportedly urging Bush to
bomb Iran. He told Bush: “You have
the awesome responsibility to prevent
another holocaust.You are the only one

with the guts to do it.”(Sunday Times,
1st October 2007.) A holocaust by any
other name ...

Mohammad Mossadegh and Sad-
dam Hussein made fatal mistakes.They
nationalised their countries’ oil. Sad-
dam Hussein finally tied the noose
around his neck, when he switched
Iraq’s oil revenues out of US Dollars
and into Euros in 2000.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has also
vowed to switch from US Dollars and
move to a currency “further east”.

As with Iraq, is this really about a
nuclear threat? Will the millions who
believed the last great lie, be fooled
again? If they are not, will it make any
difference, in the illegal space the US
and UK Administrations inhabit?

On the ground in the Middle East (or
in this case on the water) it seems not.
Here is a communication from a Land-
ing Signals Officer (an LSO directs car-
rier aircraft whilst landing) on a carrier
attack group that is planning and stag-
ing a strike group deployment in the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s
most strategically vital oil routes,which
is controlled by Iran.

The LSO is convinced Iran will be
attacked, commenting that “... all Air
Operation Planning and Asset Tasking
are finished [meaning] all targets have
been chosen, prioritized and tasked to
specific aircraft, bases, carriers, missile
cruisers ...”

Further, the LSO comments, there is
deep disquiet amongst senior officers
about “staging a massive attack on
Iran”.However, “I have seen more than
one senior Commander disappear ...”;
it’s weird, because everyone who has

Will the millions
who believed the
last great lie, be
fooled again? If
they are not, will
it make any
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the illegal space
the US and UK
Administrations
inhabit?
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“disappeared” has questioned this mis-
sion.

How limited would the attack be?
“I don’t think it’s limited at all. We

are shipping in and assigning every
Tomahawk, we have an inventory. I
think this is going to be massive and
sudden (with) thousands of targets. I
believe no American will know when it
happens, until after it happens.”

The LSO ponders that discussing a
secret attack is “treason” but is so con-
cerned “something tells me to tell it
anyway.”

“Yes, we are going to hit Iran big
time.Whatever political discussion that
is going on is window dressing ... a red
herring. I see what’s going on here be-
low deck, in the hangers and weapons
bay – and I have a sick feeling about
how it is going to turn out.’”

Would the US Administration really
endanger the entire planet?

Here is a story told to me by Bernard
Lown, one of co-founders of Interna-
tional Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War (IPPNW) during the Rea-
gan era – http://www.ippnw.org

Lown worked closely with another
eminent fellow cardiac surgeon, the
(then) USSR’s Yevgeny Chazov. Since
physicians know no borders, they had
formed a friendship, then a movement,
which bridged the cold war, the Reagan
“Evil Empire” (re. the Soviet Union)
nonsense and, within two years, had
doctors and surgeons from 82 countries
spreading the word, that even cardiac
arrest paled against nuclear war.

In 1995, IPPNW collectively won the
Nobel Peace Prize. Since Lown trav-

elled, lecturing, to the USSR frequently
and had built trust over many years at
all levels, the US State Department
asked if he would engage in some unof-
ficial diplomacy. Relations between the
two countries were far worse than most
realised.After one such visit to Moscow,
I met Lown in Paris. We sat in dappled
Spring sun, at a pavement breakfast
café – fresh squeezed orange, coffee,
croissants.

“I came back two days ago and went
to talk (at the State Department) of the
concerns in Moscow.Afterwards,a sen-
ior official – a household name (he de-
clined to divulge who) walked me to
the exit. As we neared the exit, he put
his arm round my shoulders:

‘Don’t worry,Professor Lown, if there
is a nuclear war, we will be the first
ones to rise up and meet Jesus in the
sky.’” Lown, used to the vagaries of the
unwell, responded: “Tell me, does any-
one else in this building feel as you do?”

“Oh yes, many of us do.”
The swathe of “household names”,

from the Reagan era, are now in the
Bush Administration and the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute.

The Armageddonists are back. The
world should be very afraid. CT

Felicity Arbuthnot is a journalist and
activist who has visited the Arab and
Muslim world on numerous occasions.
She has written and broadcast on Iraq,
her coverage of which was nominated
for several awards. She was also senior
researcher for John Pilger’s award-
winning documentary, “Paying the
Price: Killing the Children of Iraq”

“Don’t worry,
Professor Lown,
if there is a
nuclear war, we
will be the first
ones to rise up
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in the sky”
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A
s the popular saying goes, In-
terstate 8 divides San Diego
County between the haves to
the north and the have-nots

to the south.
But the Great Firestorm of 2007 –

which has scorched half a million acres,
destroyed 2,300 structures and dis-
placed several hundred thousand peo-
ple – has revealed the even deeper fis-
sures cutting through a place that calls
itself “America’s finest city.”

While the fires were still burning, the
Republican chain of command – from
George Bush to San Diego Mayor Jerry
Sanders – declared “mission accom-
plished” in the effort to save the victims
and put an end to the Hurricane Kat-
rina syndrome. But in the Republicans’
carefully orchestrated victory tour, the
reality facing most San Diegans was left
out.

The Southern California wildfires
didn’t discriminate among who they af-
fected on the basis of wealth or prop-
erty values. But the preparations for
dealing with the disaster certainly did,
and so did the relief effort.

Hundreds of thousands of San Diego
inhabitants have been excluded, ig-
nored or persecuted during and after
the fires – and they will be forced to
bear the costs of a systemic social fail-
ure into the foreseeable future.

Learned nothing
According to former San Diego fire
Chief Jeff Bowman, county officials
learned nothing from the 2003 fires that
devastated the area.

Driven by a desire to preserve – and
expand – wealth for the region’s richest
inhabitants, who have come to rely on
private services to meet their own per-
sonal needs, the local political power
structure continued to starve funding
for fire prevention measures.

Bowman, a lifelong Republican, said
that “San Diego practices the biggest
don’t-tax-me campaign I’ve seen,” a
philosophy he describes as “we can do
more for less.” Bowman quit in 2006
over the unwillingness of the city to
fund $100 million in new fire stations
and equipment.

The city now has fewer than 1,300

Driven by a
desire to
preserve wealth
for the region’s
richest
inhabitants,
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firefighters (the same number as five
years ago),who have not received a pay
raise in four years. It has only one wa-
ter-dropping helicopter and lacks a
countywide infrastructure to provide
regional rapid response to fires.

As UC-San Diego Professor Steve
Erie explained to the Los Angeles
Times, “developers own most of the
city councils. In Poway, in Escondido,
what they do is put homeowners in
harm’s way.They’re able to control zon-
ing processes, and they’re frequently
behind initiatives that say no new
taxes,no new fire services. It’s insanity.”

The situation bears all the hallmarks
of the pro-free market philosophy of
neoliberalism – a drive to shrink the
public sector, privatize government
services and utilize state power to redis-
tribute money to the rich.

Short-term profits and wealth are
traded for long-term calamity – and
when environmental catastrophes take
place, the cost of relief and recovery is
transferred to the those most affected.

As author Naomi Klein explained to
the Los Angeles Times, “What we have
is a dangerous confluence of events: un-
der-funded states, increasingly ineffi-
cient disaster response,a loss of faith in
the public sphere...and a growing part
of the economy that sees disaster as a
promising new market.”

That could be seen clearly when the
fires struck last month. As most people
evacuated or held out until the flames
were licking at their doorways, some
homeowners in the fire zone’s most af-
fluent zip codes were able to enjoy spe-
cial security.

Mansions insured by American In-

ternational Group – which only covers
millionaires – brought in a private army
named Firebreak Spray Systems to pro-
tect their homes. Expert firefighters
blanketed whole estates with state-of-
the-art flame retardants that preserved
certain houses,while others were incin-
erated.

For the wealthy residents of San
Diego County who weren’t directly af-
fected, the fires have been little more
than an inconvenience. One La Jolla
doctor described her difficulty finding
entertainment for her family while the
county burned. “[She] went through
the list: the beach, the tennis club and
local parks were all quickly rejected be-
cause of air quality,” the San Diego
Union-Tribune reported. “They finally
decided on Chuck E. Cheese.”

Deprived of paychecks
For working class families, whether
they lived in the path of the fire or not,
the consequences were much more
dire. Most workplaces in the region
shut down, some for a whole week, de-
priving people of much-needed pay-
checks.

As one displaced worker asked a vol-
unteer at a donation center, “What can
we do once we return home, and we’re
asked to pay our rent? I haven’t been
able to work all week, and I couldn’t
come up with all of my rent money. I’m
afraid of being evicted when I get back
to my apartment. I’m also concerned
with not having enough money to buy
food while I get another job.”

The failure of prevention and pre-
paredness was revealed immediately
when the fires struck – and stands in
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stark contrast to the government’s
seemingly limitless funds for war
abroad and border militarization at
home.

Faced with a shortage of firefight-
ers, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and
his administration press-ganged 2,600
prison inmates to battle the fire – about
one-quarter of the total number of fire-
fighters at one point.

About 1,500 National Guard troops
and four UH-60 Black Hawk helicop-
ters were pulled from the border re-
gion, where some 6,000 soldiers cur-
rently serve as an auxiliary to the U.S.
Border Patrol as part of Operation
Jumpstart – a multibillion-dollar federal
effort to curb the migration of needed
workers.

According to the Defense Depart-
ment, another 47,000 National Guard
troops are currently in Iraq and
Afghanistan,used for war abroad rather
than disaster relief in their respective
states.

Border militarization has only suc-
ceeded in increasing the number of
deaths among migrants as people cross
far from cities in dangerous terrain.
Nearly 5,000 men,women and children
have died crossing the border since 1994
– and four more (that we know of) have
been added to that number as a result
of the shifting wildfires.

Meanwhile, the Department of
Homeland Security has dramatically
expanded its immigrant incarceration
infrastructure. It now warehouses tens
of thousands of immigrants, many in
jails constructed along the border –
rivaling the Federal Bureau of Prisons as
one of the world’s largest jailers.

If the fires and the government re-
sponse revealed the shift of resources
away from prevention and preparation,
they also showed the expansion of in-
stitutions of repression, particularly in
the approach taken by San Diego law
enforcement toward immigrant evac-
uees.

Immigrant status
County Sheriff Bill Kolender vowed to
set up checkpoints to identify the immi-
gration status of evacuees returning to
their homes – with the stated intention
of turning over anyone without docu-
mentation to the Border Patrol. Two
hundred Border Patrol agents were in-
tegrated into local law enforcement to
assist in the effort, and Border Patrol
units were sent to some evacuation
centers to conduct “on-site immigra-
tion inspections.”

An emergency response protest, or-
ganized in a matter of hours after the
announcement of the checkpoints,
drew nearly 100 activists representing a
dozen groups, who called for an end to
the detentions, raids and deportations.

As people began fleeing their homes,
some hotels in north county reduced
their prices for evacuees, but the re-
duced rates were still $100 a night or
more – far too expensive for any but the
well to do. This was another way that
the rich victims were separated from
the poor – those who were turned
away by the high prices of the hotels
ended up at the evacuation centers.

After San Diego’s Qualcomm Sta-
dium was opened up to evacuees from
around the county, thousands of dis-
placed families converged on the home
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of the Chargers. A quick walk through
the corridors of the facility revealed the
generosity of ordinary San Diegans.

People donated food; schools do-
nated books, toys and other materials;
and teachers gave their own time to or-
ganize activities for children. Also pres-
ent were musicians, artists, masseurs
and throngs of volunteers,offering help
and services.

But the festival-like atmosphere was
soon offset by the fears of evacuees. A
survey of the 10,000 people housed in
tents and on rows of cots revealed
mostly poor people – disproportion-
ately people of color – who were al-
ready thinking past this temporary
shelter toward a future of uncertainty.

Any sense of community was shat-
tered on the third day when police and
Border Patrol agents detained a Mexi-
can family for allegedly “looting” do-
nated goods. In a scene eerily reminis-
cent of the overt racism directed at
Black survivors of Hurricane Katrina,
the extended family of 12 (including
several children, one of whom was a
U.S. citizen) was accused of “taking too
much” by other evacuees, who sum-
moned police.

After being questioned for three
hours and unable to show proof of le-
gal residence, the police called in the
Border Patrol to conduct an “on-the-
spot” immigration inspection. A news
cameraman was physically prevented
from filming the incident, and a Span-
ish-speaking volunteer seeking to trans-
late for the family was harassed.

Ultimately, the family was briskly de-
ported to Tijuana – after law enforce-
ment officials reported the family had

“admitted” they intended to resell the
goods.

Immigration rights activists spoke to
the family, and “they say emphatically
that they never confessed to this,” says
a report filed by prominent immigration
lawyer Andrea Guerrero for the Immi-
grants Rights Consortium. “There are
no witnesses to this alleged confes-
sion...

“All of the local media outlets regur-
gitated the law enforcement line about
looting, despite being advised by wit-
nesses that they had seen something to
the contrary.”

Immigrant rights activist Irma Cor-
dova was outraged at what she saw
when she investigated the conditions
for Latinos at the stadium. “Once they
arrive,” she said, “some are treated like
criminals simply for looking Latino,and
in some cases for not being able to com-
municate in English. It’s unbelievable
to me how in a time of crisis, some peo-
ple can still be so hateful and racist.”

In response, the Immigrant Rights
Consortium set up a separate reception
center, offering services for the immi-
grant community while monitoring the
actions of police and immigration
agents.

Millions left behind
Before the fires, San Diego County had
implemented a “reverse 9-11” evacua-
tion system” that notified more than
500,000 inhabitants and facilitated their
relocation.

But millions more were left behind –
inevitably, those lower down in the so-
cial pecking order.

According to ABC News, 2 million
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undocumented workers living and
working in the 24 fire zones stretching
from Los Angeles to San Diego were
excluded from coordinated evacuation
efforts. Their segregation and second-
class status kept them “off the grid.”

Around San Diego County, migrant
workers remained – and in some cases,
were forced to remain – in the fields
while surrounding areas were evacu-
ated. In most cases, these have-nots
were simply ignored or factored out of
evacuation plans; in some, unscrupu-
lous employers chose profits over the
well being of those who worked for
them.

San Diego’s tomato business is worth
about $88 million annually – it under-
pins more than a few of the area’s mul-
timillion-dollar estates, while many of
the agricultural workers live hidden
away in canyons, without running wa-
ter, electricity or access to the “reverse
9-11” calls.

On the ground, evacuation efforts
prioritized the wealthiest suburbs,
while poor communities were often left
to their own devices.

Jesus Gomez from Oaxaca was
working at a nursery when the Witch
Creek fire came into sight from the east.
His crew kept working while wind
whipped smoke and ash into their eyes.
“They gave us masks, but still, our eyes
were filling with dirt and ashes,” he
told National Public Radio. “So we kept
working until the police came in.”

Enrique Morones, founder of the
Border Angels organization,which pro-
vides water, food and other necessities
to migrant workers living clandestinely
in makeshift camps, witnessed similar

scenes as he delivered aid to farmwork-
ers.

On entering one wealthy agricultural
suburb named Rancho Peñasquitos, he
learned that some growers kept their
workers in the field while the rest of the
town was evacuated. With thick
plumes of gray smoke poisoning the air,
workers continued to pluck tomatoes
along the neatly ordered rows. “People
were driving by in Jaguars and Mer-
cedes, callously ignoring the farmwork-
ers, who don’t have cars,papers or any-
where to go,” he said.

Many workers didn’t want to leave
for fear of being deported from an evac-
uation center, Morones said. Others
were scared of being fired from their
jobs. “When there’s an emergency such
as the fires, you want to have the full
confidence of people,” Morones sad. “If
you create a climate of fear, then people
will be afraid, and lives will be lost.”

Morones brought a team of doctors
to help treat the workers, many of
whom were suffering from eye and lung
irritation. The group later transported
some farmworkers to safe houses after
the grower was confronted and closed
the farm.

Bypassed in the evacuation
Native Americans were another mar-
ginalized group who felt the dispropor-
tionate effect of the disaster.The Rincon
and La Jolla Native American reserva-
tions were some of the hardest-hit com-
munities, but were bypassed in initial
evacuation efforts.

On the Rincon, 350 people sought
refuge on the reservation’s casino
grounds as fires engulfed at least 65
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homes, structures and precious cultural
artifacts. “We were left behind, nobody
here to help,” Councilwoman Stephanie
Spencer told the San Diego Union-Trib-
une.

On the La Jolla reservation, more
than 20,000 acres and 50 homes were
consumed by the flames. A 52-person
volunteer fire squad was formed im-
mediately after the fires began,but they
were fighting fires elsewhere when their
own homes fell into the path of the
spreading blaze. As acting tribal chief
Joseph Ruise explained to the Los An-
geles Times, “Since the resources are
so thin, we developed our own [fire
crew]...a lot of us just decided to stay.”

In the end, it was other Native
American groups that pulled together
to fill the void. The Pechanga Reserva-
tion opened up its 522-room hotel to
other tribes, offering food and shelter.
Evacuees included those from Rincon
and La Jolla, as well as the Pauma,
Mesa Grande and San Pascual tribes.

Other groups were also left behind in
threatened areas. In the small commu-
nity of Portrero in east San Diego Coun-
try – which recently made headlines as
the potential site for a new training fa-
cility for the Blackwater mercenary
company – the poorest of the town’s
600 residents never received an evacu-
ation order.

According to a group of student ac-
tivists who visited the site,Portrero was
without electricity and phone service
in many cases, and lacking basic essen-
tials. To make matters worse, local law
enforcement agencies blockaded the
road leading into town.

Adrian Del Rio, one of the volun-

teers, said the sheriff tried to prohibit
their aid caravan from entering
Portrero, asking, “Why do you want to
go in there? They’re just a bunch of
drug addicts,” according to Del Rio.

When the volunteers got through
the police roadblock, they encountered
one trailer park with 150 units, still full
of residents. “They said they were never
told to evacuate, and many of them
didn’t have the means to,” Del Rio said.
“They were hungry and desperate.”

Demonizing immigrants
While latino immigrants were largely
excluded from the rescue efforts, there
was no shortage of media time devoted
to demonizing them. News stories in
the local press perpetuated stories
about “looting illegals” and even en-
tertained claims that immigrants were
to blame for deliberately setting fires.

But one story that was completely
ignored has to do with the way the
Latino community came together to
help out fellow San Diegans.

Activists and community members
turned historic Chicano Park – located
in the heart of a Latino immigrant com-
munity – into a bustling collection and
distribution center. Over the course of
several days, truckloads of food, water,
clothes, toys and goods were distrib-
uted across the county, regardless of
ethnicity or citizenship status.

Motivation came with need, accord-
ing to organizer Greg Morales. “I was
sure that those who lived beside me in
the barrios of San Diego felt much like
me,” he said. “Yet it seemed that the
media had presented San Diego as a
‘white-only’ environment in which only
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the people north of [Interstate 8] were
of concern or in a position to help and
make a contribution.”

All told, the community relief effort
distributed more than 100 truckloads
of goods to those in need – in contrast
to the Red Cross, which fell in line with
institutionalized racial profiling, requir-
ing all recipients of aid at its centers to
show documentation. In the end, so
much food aid and so many volunteers
came in from around the county that
major depots stopped accepting dona-
tions by the third day of the fires.

Disrupting Minutemen
These acts of solidarity at a time of
tragedy didn’t stop the anti-immigrant
Minutemen from trying to disrupt the
efforts. Small groups of vigilantes re-
peatedly taunted and threatened vol-
unteers, often right in front of police
officers. With no “angle” to attack the
efforts, they tried to provoke violence
and accused organizers of looting the
donations from elsewhere.

This outpouring of racism and anti-
immigrant hate stands in contrast to
the actions of people south of the bor-
der. Mexican authorities sent four fire
engines to San Diego and offered elec-
tricity after fires cut a main power link
from Arizona and threatened the power

corridor that connects San Diego to the
rest of California.

As Capt. Marco Antonio Garam-
bullo, fire department director of the
city of Tecate, told the Associated Press,
“It is very important for Mexico to co-
operate with the United States in situ-
ations like these because these fires af-
fect the environment on both sides.”

The fires of 2007 revealed two San
Diegos – and demonstrated how natu-
ral disaster both unites and divides so-
ciety based on existing divisions of
class, ethnicity and citizenship status.
For a diverse community of activists, it
was a testament to the power of ordi-
nary people to come together and or-
ganize for a common cause.

To prepare for future natural disas-
ters – and to prevent the man-made in-
justices that follow in their wake – we
must continue to organize against the
class inequality and institutional racism
that were revealed so clearly by this
one. CT

Justin Akers Chacón is co-author, with
Mike Davis, of “No One Is Illegal:
Fighting Violence and State
Repression on the U.S.-Mexico
Border.” This essay was first published
in Socialist Worker at
http://www.socialistworker.org
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Mike Davis’s latest book is In Praise of
Barbarians, a collection of essays about
war and empire published by Hay-
market Books. Among his books that
focus on Southern California, Davis’
City of Quartz is a social history of Los
Angeles that dissects its economy and
political relations. In Ecology of Fear,
he develops these themes in light of a
series of natural and man-made
disasters. His other books include
Planet of Slums, which documents the
scale of poverty among the increasingly
urban population of the less developed
world, and Late Victorian Holocausts:
Elf ninon Famine and the Making of
the Third World. Alan Macs is editor of
Socialist Worker

Alan Macs: The media verdict on
the disaster in San Diego seems to
be that the federal government and
the state and local authorities did a
great job, and everyone who
evacuated to the Qualcomm football
stadium is getting the royal
treatment. What’s left out of this
picture?

Mike Davis: There’s been a fractal class
bias at absolutely every level of the cov-
erage. If you look at the international
news, it’s all about the fires threatening
Malibu. If you look at the coverage in
San Diego, what gets the attention is
the Witch Creek fire threatening Re-
publican north county, rather than the
Harris fire threatening more Demo-
cratic south county.

There are a lot of invisible victims
who aren’t enjoying backrubs and nou-
velle cuisine down at Qualcomm sta-
dium. This has turned into a carefully
managed, semi-hysterical celebration of
Republican values – all drawing a
marked contrast to New Orleans. The
Copley- and Murdoch-controlled media
– which is the media, largely, in San
Diego – is congratulating us that we
have leaders with such fine law enforce-
ment and military experience.

Meanwhile, Arnold Schwarzenegger
was going around the stadium, saying
people are happy, and everything’s
wonderful – they have yoga, they have
massage, they can get Padres auto-
graphs. When a newswoman had the
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temerity to confront him, he grabbed
her arm so hard that it looked like he
was going to break it, and he started
shouting at her, “All you have to do is
look around here and see how happy
people are.”

The only discordant note is from
Duncan Hunter, the right-wing Repub-
lican presidential candidate,who seems
to think he’s in Iwo Jima and not San
Diego County. He’s been blasting the
authorities for not letting the Marines
fight the fire – though the Marines have
very little capability to do that.

But the consistent representation is –
to use the words of Geraldo Rivera –
that this is the “anti-Katrina.” Or as
another Republican said, “We have a
civilized evacuation.”

Alan Macs: Can you talk more about
the invisible victims?

Mike Davis: There are basically four
different kinds of society in the back-
lands of San Diego and Southern Cali-
fornia.

First, there are the native Californi-
ans. San Diego has more Indian reser-
vations than any county in the country,
and I think five or six reservations have
been burned or evacuated.

Then, there are the bikers and con-
struction workers – ordinary working
people, Mexican as well as anglo, who
have lived in traditional small towns
for generations. This is the kind of soci-
ety I grew up in, on the edge of the
back country in eastern San Diego
County.

In addition, there are the new subdi-
visions – sprawling planned communi-

ties, some of them with biotech compa-
nies and so on,along the corridor of the
I-15 freeway,which links San Diego with
Riverside to the north.These have been
some of the worst hit areas.

Finally, there are the luxury lifestyles
– castles and Beverly Hills-like subdivi-
sions somehow smuggled into the
depths of some of the deepest canyons
and most inaccessible back country.

Recently, I had a reunion with some
of the guys I grew up with 50 years ago
and haven’t seen since the Vietnam
War. And we were incredulous at all
the mansions on brush-covered hilltops
where we had hunted rabbits as kids –
in areas where wildfires were bound to
occur.

Throughout this back country,
there’s a long-running, low-intensity
class struggle of the blue-collar resi-
dents trying to preserve not just rural
lifestyles, but to be able to afford to live
here – against the encroachment of the
McMansions, the subdivisions and the
traffic jams. It’s polo versus rodeo.

Some of the victims of this fire are
people living in trailers or shacks, or on
modest ranches. But their agony isn’t
what the news focuses on. Instead, the
news is focused on the solidly Republi-
can suburbs and country mansions.

Rancho Santa Fe, which is partially
burned, is one of the five or six richest
communities in the United States.
Chalmers Johnson’s wife Sheila told me
that she heard what happened in Ran-
cho Santa Fe was that when the rich
people fled, they locked their electronic
gates to keep looters out – forgetting
that this would also keep the firefight-
ers out. The firefighters couldn’t get in,
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and some of these unbelievably gigan-
tic homes burned to the ground.

Alan Macs: As always, the media
are focused on how the fires
started, rather than the deeper
causes. Can you talk about some of
the factors like development and
climate change?

Mike Davis: The Los Angeles Times
had an article that said climate change
wasn’t a factor in the fires.This is prob-
ably balderdash.Everything that’s hap-
pening, including the dramatic number
of mega-fires in the rest of the West,ac-
cords with the simulations generated in
the climate models used by the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change.

Not only are extreme events becom-
ing more common,but it’s possible that
the base climate of the Southwest and
most of the rest of the West is itself
changing. One of my old buddies who
I saw at the reunion just retired from
the state park service as a ranger, and
he’s horrified by what he sees happen-
ing. He says that the pine forests in the
San Bernardino Mountains are dead –
they’re just fuel.

In other words, what we’re seeing
are not simply extreme events, but
epochal changes in the environment
and vegetation.

On the other hand, the tendency –
even among people who a few years
ago were denying climate change – to
blame everything on the climate is a
kind of one-stop response that avoids
any political responsibility.

The truth is that much of the fire de-

struction is the result of political deci-
sions, backed up by the power of devel-
opers and real estate interests, to over-
ride any public opposition to controlling
growth in the backlands and the spread
of luxury lifestyles like a fungus across
the landscape.

After the 2003 fire, a coalition of
backlands people and environmental-
ists put an initiative on the ballot in
San Diego to restrict development in
the back country. They were crushed.
They got outspent by 10- or 20-to-1 by
an opposition that was supposed to be
led by farmers. But when our local
muckraking paper, the San Diego
Reader, investigated, it turned out the
opposition was funded by the large de-
velopers who want to open up the
whole countryside to pink stucco and
tile roofs.The problem is essentially un-
solvable unless you’re willing to deal
with the political economy of land own-
ership and land inflation.

Property values have risen along the
coast to such an incredible extent. In
San Diego County, only 12 percent of
the population earns enough to buy
the median new house – at least before
the mortgage meltdown.

So people are forced inland.But peo-
ple who live on the coast are either so
wealthy, or their wealth has been so
augmented by the rise in property val-
ues, that they’re now buying second
homes. Increasingly, you see these sec-
ond homes throughout the back coun-
try – and not just cabins, but 4,000-
square-foot houses.

So although I think climate change is
a crucial part of the background, the
real essence of the problem is this
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sprawl that’s ultimately driven by the
lack of any real social regulation over
land speculation and land inflation.
And that, of course, is exactly the same
issue that the Karl Marx of California,
Henry George, was addressing in the
1870s.

Alan Macs: When wildfires struck
southern California in 2003, you
pointed out how the Republican
power structure’s obsession with
keeping taxes low starved the local
government for revenue, leaving
San Diego County the only large
county in the state without a
unified fire department. Has this
aspect of the situation changed at
all?

Mike Davis: Nothing has changed. The
response to the devastation of 2003 was
a series of thunderous “no” votes
against controlling growth or enlarging
firefighting resources.

The one positive thing was that an
outspoken maverick named Mike
Aguirre was elected city attorney par-
tially because he appealed to people
about the deterioration of services.

He pointed out that the city govern-
ment doesn’t hesitate to throw tens of
millions of dollars in tax subsidies to the
Spanos family, extremely conservative
Republicans who own the Chargers, or
to John Moores, the Padres owner and
Clinton supporter, for whom the city
built a stadium. Meanwhile, you have
potholes in your street, the fire chief
quit because he’s so frustrated with the
lack of resources, and there’s no afford-
able housing.

Recently, Aguirre has been crucified
in the local newspapers, where we’re
totally at the mercy of Copley press,
except for one of the weeklies. They’ve
been crusading against Aguirre because
he dared to come out and say we need
water conservation measures. I’m not
sure my kids can even remember what
rain looks like, but the mayor of San
Diego, Jerry Sanders, who’s now being
lionized as a great hero, said that was
alarmist nonsense.

So you end up with this irony – the
very Republicans who should be wear-
ing sackcloth or running to hide in
Paraguay are instead being treated like
American heroes, whose conservative
values have triumphed over tragedy.

All of this is drawn in a continuous,
invidious and basically racist compari-
son with New Orleans and the victims
of Katrina – even though, with the ex-
ception of blue-collar people in the
eastern part of the country, the scale of
loss isn’t close to the same magnitude.

Alan Macs: Some right-wingers –
like Duncan Hunter, the Republican
presidential contender and
representative to Congress from the
San Diego area – are using the fires
as an excuse to renew calls to
militarize firefighting and
essentially expand the domestic
reach of the Pentagon.

Mike Davis: Duncan Hunter is a one-
trick pony.He’s saying exactly the same
thing he did in 2003 – to send in the
Marines, like we need to storm the
beaches. And of course, people are
pointing out in the background that
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the reason aircraft didn’t fly was be-
cause there were gusts of wind up to 70
miles an hour.

You just push a button, and you get
the same response from him. But it’s
very sinister to watch him,Brian Bilbray
and Darrell Issa, the three suburban
San Diego Republicans, smiling and
gloating over this chaos.

Another dimension – homeland se-
curity linkage of all this – is that the
Bush administration has sent in the
FBI. There’s a big arson investigation of
the fires in northern San Diego County
and Orange County. They’re probably
going to have trouble blaming Iran for
the fires. But I wouldn’t be surprised if
an undocumented immigrant is ar-
rested at some point. Among the com-
munities that burned, Escondido in
north county is notorious nationally for
trying to outlaw renting homes to peo-
ple without proper papers. And there
are other communities, like Fallbrook
and Poway, where the Minutemen
come to spit at Mexican day laborers in
front of Home Depot. But as my witty
friend Sheila Johnson again pointed
out, it’s going to be very ironic, because
the same Mexican workers they’re try-
ing to deport are going to be the very
people they beg to rebuild their homes.

Alan Macs: You’ve made the point
that disasters like these won’t be
solved with a technical or scientific
fix, but by taking up the political
and social questions involved. Why?

Mike Davis: The solution has to lie in
changing power relations within com-

munities and within the region. In
truth, the issues of affordable housing,
job creation for youth, protecting the
environment and dealing with conges-
tion are all part of a single fabric.

The problem in the past has been
that groups like the Sierra Club tend to
be focused just on the open space and
environmental side of it. They haven’t
given answers to people who are wor-
ried about growth or jobs. Nobody’s
making the elementary point that we
need massive reinvestment in the inner
cities, and making communities more
environmentally stable, and more con-
servation and restoration work in the
hills.

What’s needed is a populist politics
that relates these issues and shows that
at the end of the day, you have to fight
to try to change the balance of power.

Once again, the Democrats are miss-
ing an opportunity because they’re not
prepared to take on the real issues.
They’re too gutless to attack the invid-
ious comparison of the wildfires to New
Orleans, or the self-celebration of these
corrupt Republicans.

It may partially be the bias of the
media, but on five local TV stations,
I’ve yet to see a Democrat. That’s be-
cause they just yield the ground, just as
over the war and everything else of fun-
damental importance. And besides,
most of the Democrats here get money
from the same developers. CT

Alan Macs is editor of Socialist Worker,
where this interview was first
published. Find it at
http://www.socialistworker.org
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“America touts itself as the land of the
free, but the number one freedom that
you and I have is the freedom to enter
into a subservient role in the workplace.
Once you exercise this freedom you’ve
lost all control over what you do, what is
produced, and how it is produced. And
in the end, the product doesn’t belong to
you. The only way you can avoid bosses
and jobs is if you don’t care about
making a living. Which leads to the
second freedom: the freedom to starve.”

–Tom Morello of
Rage Against the Machine

F
uck you, capitalism! Does my
profanity offend? If so, accept
my sincere apologies for having
the audacity to use a vulgar ex-

pletive in reference to the malignant
force that is raping the Earth and mur-
dering its sentient inhabitants.

Then take my ‘deeply sincere’ pleas
for forgiveness, and with the aid of an
unlubricated rod of significant diameter,
ram them firmly up the collective asses
of the ruling elite in the United States.
Capitalism, capitalism. How do I loath

thee? Let me count the ways….

1. Few would argue with the conclusion
that greed,selfishness, ruthlessness,and
egocentrism are qualities that all of us
possess, to varying degrees of course.
Equally compelling is the argument that
nearly all of us are capable of acting
with kindness, compassion, justice,
honesty, generosity, and empathy.

Yet,despite the sweeping epidemic of
unnecessary suffering caused by tor-
rential waves of avarice, self-centered-
ness, and brutality, our filthy moneyed
elite, their well-compensated syco-
phants, and countless millions of dee-
ply inculcated members of the working
class defend the sacred cow of capital-
ism with the zeal of the Siccari.

What a brilliant way to conduct hu-
man affairs and organize ourselves
socioeconomically! Not only do we em-
brace the inevitability of our human
frailties; we willfully and perpetually
embrace a system that ensures that the
worst elements of the human psyche
will predominate AND which reward
those who act the most reprehensibly.
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2. One of the idiocies advanced as a
logical argument to justify the contin-
ued existence of the abomination of
capitalism is that while it may be
flawed, it is still better than any alterna-
tive. If capitalism is the best humanity
can do, it’s time to cash in our chips and
leave Earth to our non-human animal
counterparts.

They may not have opposable
thumbs and formidably sized frontal
lobes, but at least they don’t engage in
the systematic destruction of them-
selves and the rest of the planet. How-
ever, before we act too hastily and en-
gage in mass Seppuku, perhaps it
would make more sense to implement
a mass reorganization of our socioeco-
nomic structure, basing the new para-
digm on far more egalitarian, sustain-
able, democratic, just, and rational
principles. Or we could just keep de-
stroying each other and the planet….

3. Capitalismo has raped Central and
South America nearly to death. But,
unlike the “Land of the Free,” most of
those horribly victimized nations have
a vibrant, thriving, and well-organized
Left to stand in opposition to the
scourge of humanity and the Earth.

US-sponsored death squads, torture,
disappearances, privatization, “free”
trade,deregulation,union busting,evis-
ceration of social programs, coups, and
vilification of leaders with the audacity
to defy the status quo of avarice on
steroids have assailed our southern
neighbors since we in the United States
(the self-appointed champions of capi-
talism) began our wholesale exploita-
tion, imperialism, and neoliberalism by

“acquiring” half of Mexico. Let’s see
now. Remind me again. How many in-
vasions has that “dire threat” to hu-
manity named Hugo Chavez launched?
How much “collateral damage” has he
inflicted?

4. Capitalism is an anachronism that
long ago outlived its usefulness (except
to the morally rotten parasites com-
prising our de facto aristocracy) and
has proven itself to be an abject failure
as a means of human interaction and
organization. It’s one step removed from
feudalism, for Christ’s sake! (Oops!
Sorry, I forgot about mercantilism – the
transition to capitalism made such a
difference).

One of humanity’s strengths is our
capacity to evolve. Given that, why in
the hell do we stubbornly cling to a
system that enables a fraction of a per-
cent of the population to live in
OBSCENE opulence while 35,000 of our
fellow human beings die of starvation-
related causes each day? Are the rest of
us truly inane enough to believe that
asinine myth that any of us has a
REALISTIC chance of becoming the
next Bill Gates, if we “just work hard
enough.” Or that there is an ounce of
moral virtue in pursuing the accumula-
tion of excessive wealth?

5. Resting upon the “pillars” of greed,
selfishness and hyper-competitiveness,
capitalism is irrational and unstable.
Crisis and resource wars are chronic
and inevitable. How could we expect it
to be otherwise? Unleashing some of
the ugliest aspects of the human spirit
and creating artificial shortages in a
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world of abundance (by allowing a se-
lect few to hoard most of the resources
as “their property”), capitalism doesn’t
exactly engender an environment of
peace and brotherly love.

While our filthy ruling plutocracy has
allowed a degree of socialism to dimin-
ish their power to rape, pillage and
plunder, they only did so to quell social
unrest during times of serious instabil-
ity (i.e. The New Deal). Meanwhile, re-
actionary elements in our “democracy”
are consistently scheming to eliminate
the use of public monies to actually
benefit the public.

Witness George Bush’s ongoing de-
mands for an open purse to fund our in-
sanely bloated military and the war
crimes we are committing in Iraq.Com-
pare that to his recent refusal to spend
an additional $35 billion to provide
health care for 3.9 million children.Bush
and the moneyed interests for whom he
is fronting are inflicting gaping wounds
upon humanity and the Earth. How
much more obvious could it be? (And
this administration isn’t an aberration;
they are simply bold enough to reveal
their agenda – that’s the scary part).

6. Thanks to our slightly adulterated
yet plenty virulent infestation of capital-
ism, the United States is not the “Chris-
tian nation” it touts itself to be. While
we certainly abide by the Golden Rule
in the sense that “he who has the gold
makes the rules,” there is little about
the manner in which we conduct our-
selves as a nation (particularly in terms
of foreign policy) of which the person
meeting the Biblical description of Jesus
Christ would have approved.

Let’s just run through a few high-
lights. We have killed millions of Iraqis
via two invasions and barbaric eco-
nomic sanctions (the sanctions alone
killed over half a million children –
they’re on your tab, Bill Clinton) – and
these are people who NEVER attacked
us nor posed a true threat to our “na-
tional security.” We arm and support Is-
rael, the diseased enforcer of the men-
tal illness known as Zionism. Ethnic
cleansing. Now there’s a spiritually
nourishing Christian pastime for you.
We revere, idolize, and empower tal-
ented, “beautiful” people whose moral
evolution came to a screeching halt at
about age five. They are our CEOs,
politicians, celebrities, athletes, billion-
aires, pundits,and Wall Streeters whose
smug, hubristic “all-American” mugs,
talking heads,and ‘surgically enhanced’
bodies are blasted into our homes 24/7
via Fox, CNN, ABC, and a host of other
disseminators of the fetid garbage of
infotainment.

Sorry folks. Calvinism is about as
close as our culture comes to the com-
passion and love modeled by Christ.
And with John Calvin in the saddle, we
fall significantly short of that mark. As
his unwitting disciples, we are imbued
with cynicism and self-hatred (we are,
after all, “original sinners”), a sadistic
desire to inflict ample doses of punish-
ment for the smallest of transgressions
(hence the US having the largest prison
population in the world—comprised
largely of non-violent drug offenders)
and the notion that being rich means
one has acquired God’s stamp of ap-
proval. (Thoughts of camels, needles,
and kingdoms of heaven keep throwing
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me into a horrid state of cognitive dis-
sonance in my desperate efforts to be a
good little capitalist by embracing Part
III of the Calvinist doctrine…..).

Somehow I don’t think Christ had
capitalism in mind when he preached
the Sermon on the Mount…..

7. Let’s consider sustainability and con-
sumerism for a moment, shall we? Two
more of capitalism’s noxious, life-extin-
guishing qualities are its demand for
infinite growth and its unavoidable
“dilemma” of excess production.

Problem number one is insoluble,
but we can simply let our grandchil-
dren worry about our insane insistence
on maintaining a system demanding
infinite resources from a finite world.As
for excess production, that one is sim-
ple. We have the most advanced agit-
prop industry (Madison Avenue) and
the most powerful delivery devices (the
mainstream media) in the history of
humanity churning out alluring appeals
to consumers to buy what they don’t
need, can’t really afford, and may never
even use. Surplus schmurplus….

8. As an “added bonus” to the wounds
it inflicts upon humanity as a collec-
tive, capitalism also causes serious char-
acter malformations in individuals. As
infants and young children, human be-
ings naturally believe themselves to be
the center of the universe. In order to
“succeed” (and sometimes just survive)
in the rat race of capitalism, as we ma-
ture we begin viewing our narcissism as
an attribute.

Rather than shedding it, we nurture
it with the tenderness of the most de-

voted of mothers.Looking out for num-
ber one, careerism, an obsession with
winning, acquisitiveness, and putting
money and appearances ahead of prin-
ciples and people are considered to be
virtues in this violently seething
cesspool we euphemistically call a cul-
ture.

9. Perhaps most disturbing of all is the
way in which capitalism’s relentless ad-
vocates have managed to bamboozle
billions of people into equating it with
democracy. Diabolical to its core, but
sheer genius nonetheless. Concluding
that capitalism and democracy are
somehow synonymous is a bit like say-
ing that Dick Cheney and the milk of
human kindness relate to one another
in even a very remote fashion. (Have
you seen the myriad pictures of his evil
grimaces floating around the Internet?
He doesn’t even attempt to mask his
malevolence).

Capitalism is naturally hierarchal,
authoritarian,and brutal.Corporations,
the legal vehicles for the plutocracy to
maximize their profits while minimizing
liability, are structured as tyrannies.
What the hell is democratic about dog
eat dog, law of the jungle, and every
man for himself? Besides, if we uber-
capitalists here in the United States are
truly “democratic,” and we “elected” a
depraved idiot like W to what is osten-
sibly the most powerful position in the
world, what does that say about us?

George Bush, Dick Cheney, et al
aren’t anomalies or accidents. They are
the naked face of savage capitalism
evolved to its ultimate and inevitable
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state, which is embodied by corpo-
ratism, monopolism, cronyism, imperi-
alism, and fuck-everyone-but-the-rich-
ism.

One exceptionally virtuous person,
Archbishop Don Helder Pessoa Ca-
mara, who was a progenitor of Libera-
tion Theology and an unwavering
champion of the poor, once remarked,
“To examine capitalism is to indict it.”

Unfortunately, capitalism remains
the 800 pound gorilla in the room.
There is little doubt that its countless
millions of fiercely loyal minions
amongst the working class and poor
will continue heeding their indoctrina-
tion, daring us to pry their copies of
Atlas Shrugged “from their cold dead
hands.”

And we can count on the fact that
the likes of the Mars heirs,Richard Mel-
lon Scaife, and their ilk are not des-
tined to experience profound spiritual
awakenings anytime soon.

Yet there is hope.Capitalism exists in
a state of perpetual crisis. Inequality is
on the rise, globally and domestically.
Our lords and masters are beginning

to fall victim to their own hubris as
they practice their predations more and
more overtly. Palliatives can only delay
the system’s inevitable collapse for so
long.Sooner rather than later the deep-
ening undercurrent of social unrest will
burst the levees of injustice asunder.

Relative to what’s coming, the Great
Depression was a mere warm-up.Yet in
adversity there lies opportunity. Our
US gulag,often referred to as the prison
industrial complex, will serve as excel-
lent quarters for the irredeemable scum
stalking the corridors of power in DC,
and the rest of the parasites atop the
capitalist pyramid.

Or perhaps things will take a more
Jacobin turn, and we won’t need to
waste any more precious resources on
these predatory sociopaths…. Fuck
you, capitalism; fuck you. CT

Jason Miller is Cyrano’s Journal
Online’s associate editor –
http://www.bestcyrano.org
and publishes Thomas Paine’s Corner
within Cyrano’s at
http://www.bestcyrano.org/thomaspaine
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