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T
he people of the northern Ital-
ian city of Vicenza, with help
from activists around Italy, the
rest of Europe, and even in the

United States, are continuing to block
the proposed construction of a new US
military base on their soil.

When a company laid underground
fiber-optic cables at the site of the pro-
posed base,activists filled a junction box
with cement. When another company
tried to begin the work of removing
World War II era US bombs from the
site, activists camped out in the cold for
three days and nights while allies in Flo-
rence and a small town near Naples con-
ducted simultaneous protests in front of
the company’s offices. The company
backed off and has suspended the work.
And a small town outside Vicenza has
now refused to allow the United States
to construct a residential village for
troops.

Recently, Italy’s foreign minister as-
sured Condoleezza Rice,and Italy’s pres-
ident assured George W. Bush – not for
the first time – that the base will be
built.And the US Congress,unbeknown

to the American people, has approved
the funding. But there is a reason for
these repeated public assertions that
everything is on track. It isn’t.

Saturday, December 15th, 2007, was
predicted to be the coldest day Vicenza
had seen. It snowed lightly in the morn-
ing. And even without the weather fac-
tor, organizers had hopes of only about
20,000 people turning out for a long
march through the city and yet another
rally against the construction of a base at
a location called Dal Molin.

But as the march proceeded for hours
through the streets of Vicenza, the sun
melted the snow, and word came that
the back end of the march had not yet
left the starting place, it became clear
that, without any advertising, and with
negative or nonexistent media coverage,
over 80,000 people had turned out in
this conservative city with no university
and no protest tradition. And there was
no counter-protest whatsoever.

At the end of the march, the crowd
poured into a piazza to hear speeches
from playwright Dario Fo,Catholic priest
Don Gallo, event organizer Cinzia Bot-

THE CITY THAT SAID
‘NO’ TO AMERICA
David Swanson joins a protest by 80,000 Italians
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tene, American Code Pink activist De-
siree Fairooz (famous around the globe
for holding blood-colored hands up to
Condoleezza Rice) and others. Desiree
was wonderful despite being moved to
tears by the thought of whose fault it
was that Italians and others around the
world must hold these protests.

When it was my turn to speak, I de-
scribed the situation in the United
States, expressed solidarity with the Vi-
centini, and encouraged the American
soldiers already stationed in and near
Vicenza to refuse illegal orders to go to
Iraq. I also noted that Edward Luttwak
does not speak for the American people,
despite appearing as an American mili-
tary expert (and cheerleader) in every
Italian television news story about the
US military.

Naturally, I also mentioned the move-
ment for impeachment, and it was nice
to hear a crowd of Italians join in with a
chant of “Impeach! Impeach! Impeach!”
Someone later told me “You know, there
are a lot more than 80,000 people who
want Bush impeached.”

At a conference the next day in the
“Presidio Permanente” (a major activist
camp on property adjoining the base
site) I asked the audience if they knew
that the continuation of funding for the
occupation of Iraq and the failure to be-
gin impeachment were the work of a
woman of Italian descent.Several people
shouted “Nancy Pelosi!” I asked every-
one to send her Emails.

“Yankee go Home”
Twenty years ago in Vicenza, if you said
you were American it was a bit like say-
ing you were a rock star. Now it’s like
saying you’re Dick Cheney. “Yankee Go

Home” and “Americani A Casa” are
popular chants and graffiti, although
usually said only in reference to Ameri-
cans in the military. The Vicentini call us
their brothers,but don’t want us occupy-
ing their city. They sometimes shout
“Fratelli Americani... A Casa.” In fact
Italian peace activists, just like American
peace activists,are accused of being anti-
American,and they reply that they want
to be friends with Americans, but not
slaves to Americans.

They have a point. Before anyone in
Italy was asked, the US military, and
congressional committee staff, had laid
out the plans for a major new base in the
middle of a residential area on the edge
of an historic city full of renaissance ar-
chitecture. Agreeing to build the new
base in a “palladian style” has appeased
no one.

Instead, citizens maintain a 24-7 pres-
ence on the edge of the site in their “per-
manent” fort, consisting of large white
tents and trailers. The tents have heat,
electricity, light, a sound system, a
kitchen, and a store selling every possi-
ble article with the anti-base label “No
Dal Molin.” A trailer has a radio station.
There are not, however, places for large
numbers of activists from out of town to
sleep.So, in addition to hosting guests in
homes, the No Dal Molin movement, in
preparation for Saturday’s march seized
an abandoned Italian military barracks.
Activists then contacted the police offer-
ing to pay the utility bills for three days
and give the place a major cleaning. The
police left them alone. Even during the
march, the police stayed out of sight,
having apparently decided that a visible
police presence boosts the movement.
When European activists – used to the
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freedoms of speech and assembly – hear
about Americans being arrested for non-
violent civil disobedience, they some-
times assume we must have committed
actual, you know, crimes.

But there are also civil disobedience
actions in Europe that can lead to arrest.
Some of them involve blocking the con-
struction of bases or rail lines, or block-
ing the passage along rail lines of trains
carrying military materials.

For three days, including the Saturday
of the march, anti-bases activists from
around the continent gathered in Vi-
cenza to share their experiences and plan
future joint efforts. There are anti-bases
gatherings planned for Germany, Bel-
gium, and the United States in the
spring.

The invasion and occupation of Iraq
might have been possible without the
US bases that dot the face of Europe,but
it would have been and would continue
to be a very different operation, since so
many soldiers are sent to Iraq from these
bases and then return to them. These
bases were also used to move prisoners
to Guantanamo four years ago. And, as
in 80 percent of the nations on earth, the
presence of US military bases forms a
large part of Europeans’ perceptions of
the United States.Meanwhile,many cit-
izens of the United States have only the
vaguest notion of the approximately
1,000 bases and 300,000 soldiers they pay
taxes to maintain in other people’s coun-
tries.

How many Americans have heard
this story? Citizens of the Czech Repub-
lic learned that a base was being planned
in their area. The absurd US line is that
this base is needed to protect against at-
tacks from North Korea and Iran.But, in

a public vote, 99 percent of residents of
the area opposed the construction of a
base. A group of town mayors in the
area formed an alliance to speak out
against the base. It has not been built.

Since the US military is constantly
building new bases, when and if it de-
cides to use a location other than one
that is being protested, that victory may
not be immediately apparent, the way it
was in Vieques. And the organizers of
the Vicenza protest will not consider
that a complete victory. When I asked
Cinzia what she would do if they chose
to build the base in Romania, she replied
“We’ll go train the Romanians.” But as
long as the struggle against the base con-
tinues in Vicenza, victories will continue
to pile up in the form of a growing Ital-
ian and European peace movement,and
possibly in changes in Italy’s govern-
ment.

15 political parties, same problems
In America we sometimes like to imag-
ine that a third political party would
solve our problems,but Italy has some 15
significant political parties, and essen-
tially the same problems we do. They’re
told that if they don’t settle for the cur-
rent government they’ll end up with a
worse one.

They’re told that if they aren’t happy
with Prodi they can have Berlusconi
back. They’re told that if they can’t be
happy with a government that says it is
for peace and progress while doing the
exact same things the previous govern-
ment did, well then they can have the
previous government back again, or
something even worse. And so, as
change becomes possible, the activism
that could force it is drained away by
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partisanship and the sensation of being
in power for power’s sake. Italy even has
a new party that goes by the name Par-
tito Democratico.

Moratorium on bases
While our Democratic Party pretends it
has to pass a bill in order to end the
funding of an occupation that can be
ended by refusing to pass any bills, Italy’s
leftists propose a doomed vote for a
moratorium on bases rather than adding
the measure to a larger bill and risking
the collapse of the current coalitions.
And the media, much of it owned by
Berlusconi or controlled by Prodi’s gov-
ernment, and most of the rest owned
by other business interests, is on the side
of US empire.

Italy’s constitution prevents it from
going to war, so the occupation of Iraq,
and that of Afghanistan which Italy still
supports, are called humanitarian mis-
sions. The most prominent coverage of
Saturday’s march was of graffiti that one
or more people had written on a wall
near a new theater, even though No Dal
Molin activists had cleaned it off by the
next afternoon.

But the Italian people are not fooled
or silenced. They have some newspa-
pers on their side. They have internet
organizing. They have an active and ag-
gressive labor movement. And their
peace movement, unlike ours, does not
directly confront their country’s nation-
alism.

In fact, there are right-wing national-
ists who oppose the construction of US
bases. But, above all, there are many
who oppose nationalism and militarism,
proudly call themselves leftists,and have
dedicated themselves to doing what is
needed to achieve peace in the world.

Notes
� A lot more information on the anti-
base struggle in Vicenza can be found at
http://afterdowningstreet.org/vicenza
� A video that Howard Zinn recorded
as a message to the people of Vicenza for
the events of this past weekend is at
http://492cafe.org/video/zincenza/2007_
12_07-Zinn-v01-CD.mov
� A video of Cinzia confronting the
prime minister of Italy last June is on the
indispensable site of Stephanie West-
brook’s group in Rome, US Citizens for
Peace and Justice:
http://www.peaceandjustice.it/vicenza
� Websites central to the anti-base
movement in Vicenza are:
http://www.altravicenza.it
http://www.nodalmolin.it CT

This report was originally published at
http://www.afterdowningstreet.org
David Swanson is the Washington
Director of Democrats.com and of
ImpeachPAC.org. He is creator of
MeetWithCindy.org, and a board
member of Progressive Democrats of
America. His website is
www.davidswanson.org

READ DAVID MICHAEL GREEN
http://coldtype.net/green.html



QADDAFI, PARIS
AND HYPOCRITES
Barry Lando on the art of political expediency

The trip was
notably
sweetened by
Qadaffi’s signing
agreements to
purchase more
than 14 billion
dollars worth of
products from
the Airbus to a
nuclear reactor
(for water
desalination)
to advanced
French fighters

F
rance is seething over the official
visit of Muammar el-Qaddafi to
Paris – a landmark affair: Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy’s invitation

was the first such offer from a Western
leader since Qaddafi’s notorious rupture
with the West in the 1980’s.

Unfortunately, the arrival of the
Libyan tyrant also happened to coincide
with World Human Rights Day (Decem-
ber 10). But the predictable political up-
roar in Paris raises as many questions
about the hypocrisy of those who criti-
cize Sarkozy for playing host to Qaddafi,
as it does about the morality of the event
itself. In fact, the issue resonates far be-
yond the borders of France.

Not only was Qadaffi received for-
mally – if coolly – at the Elysees Palace,
but the one-time international pariah,
whose secret services blew a couple of
packed airliners out of the skies, was in-
vited to address the French National As-
sembly – an event which the majority of
the deputies boycotted – he was even al-
lowed to pitch his heated Bedouin tent
in the garden of the mansion where for-
eign dignitaries are traditionally put up.

The French government was quick to

point out that Qaddafi is no longer the
notorious revolutionary leader he once
set out to be. He has renounced his nu-
clear weapons program, declared he no
longer supports terrorism, and informed
the French National Assembly that the
violent era of national liberation move-
ments was over.

“If we don’t welcome countries that
are starting to take the path of re-
spectability, what can we say to those
that leave that path?” explained Sarkozy
prior to the visit.

The trip was notably sweetened by
Qadaffi’s signing agreements to purchase
more than 14 billion dollars worth of
products from the Airbus to a nuclear re-
actor (for water desalination) to ad-
vanced French fighters. Industrialists and
oil companies here are salivating over
further possibilities.

Just the same, many leading French –
including some from Sarkozy’s own gov-
ernment – were outraged. Bernard Kou-
chner, a long time defender of human
rights, now Minister of Foreign Affairs,
declared that “by happy coincidence”,he
would be unable to attend the official
dinner because of a prior diplomatic en-
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gagement.
France’s Secretary of State for Human

Rights, Rama Yade, declared, “Colonel
Qaffafi must understand that our coun-
try is not a doormat on which a leader,
terrorist or not, can come to wipe the
blood of his crimes off his feet.”

Such fire storms over the ethics of
dealing with this or that head of state
regularly flare up in the West. Just a few
days earlier, for instance, British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown raised African
hackles by boycotting the summit of Eu-
ropean and African leaders in Lisbon be-
cause of the presence of Zimbabwean.
tyrant Robert Mugabe.

Tough questions
But the issue begs a series of tough ques-
tions that cut to the heart of what inter-
national relations should be all about.

Which heads of state should be be-
yond the pale and why? Which tyrants’
visits should we get upset about? Which
should we accept? Which – if any – lead-
ers should we spurn? Which should we
talk with?

Mao’s China, for instance, was the
empire of evil par excellence – until Rich-
ard Nixon and Henry Kissinger traveled
to Beijing and pronounced its leaders fi-
nally fit for international consumption.
Certainly China is not the re- pressive
regime it was under Mao; on the other
hand, does anyone claim that the coun-
try is a beacon of democracy? Either at
home or abroad, witness its backing of
Iran and Myanmar and Robert Mugabe.

In their dealings with the world, the
Chinese tend to ignore the burning is-
sues of morality and human rights that,
in theory, influence the politics of the
West. What counts is what leader has

the resources the Chinese need. Not the
way he runs his country.

On the other hand, do Western lead-
ers have such a different approach when
vital national issues are concerned?

Qadaffi, for example, was excoriated
by the West for his support of terrorism
and his nuclear ambitions. For years,
however, American leaders have ex-
changed warm red carpet visits with
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf,
whose secret police covertly backed Al
Qaeda and the Taliban, and whose top
scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan peddled
nuclear technology to Libya, Iran and
North Korea – almost certainly with the
knowledge of leading Pakistani officials.
Khan’s clandestine network may have
had dealings with other countries. We
don’t know: Musharraf continues to
shield the scientist, still a national hero.

There’s also no question about the
extent to which the US, while quick to
condemn Arab and Iranian extremists
close their moral eyes to Israel’s actions
in the Middle East.

One gets the impression that many of
the international pariahs tend to rule
over smaller countries lacking huge re-
sources.

The leaders of Myanmar, for instance,
are considered untouchables here in
France and certainly throughout most of
the West. They run a corrupt, brutal
regime, murdering or imprisoning hun-
dreds of civilian opponents. By the same
standards, when should Vladimir Putin
be removed from the international A
guest list?

Maybe we need some kind of score
card,perhaps on a per capita basis.How
many journalists or other opponents, for
instance, have to be assassinated, how
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Are state
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many elections have to be trumped up,
how much money has to be stolen, be-
fore it’s considered immoral to deal with
a head of state? .

North Korea’s leader,Kim Jong Il with
his strange despotic ways, sprawling
prison camps, and starving population,
was long considered the epitome of des-
potism. Definitely beyond the Pale: part
of the “Axis of Evil” – a “pygmy”,George
H.W. Bush called him. The New York
Philharmonic is on its way for a round of
concerts in North Korea, with blessings
from the White House.

Red carpets?
But let’s get down to basics. If two lead-
ers want to talk face to face, one of them
has to travel. Perhaps an international
body could prepare a sliding scale of for-
mal honors that would or would not be
permitted, depending on the moral rat-
ing of the visiting head of state. Are red
carpets acceptable at the airport? Re-
viewing an honor guard? Are state din-
ners OK? How many courses? What
about state dinners with entertainment?
How about laying a wreath at the local
war memorial? An invitation to address
the National Assembly or Congress? A
visit to the Crawford Ranch?

Of course, somewhere you have to
draw the line, right? Another Hitler, for
instance.Except that for most of the thir-
ties, many of America’s leading industri-
alists – and many political leaders–were
among Hitler’s admirers and support-
ers. For instance, in 1938 Henry Ford, on
his 75th birthday, received one of Ger-
many’s highest decorations from the
Fuerher.

How about Joseph Stalin – a despica-
ble tyrant who probably killed more of

his own people – twenty million it’s es-
timated – than did Hitler. Back in 1943,
Life Magazine dedicated an entire edi-
tion to the Soviet ruler.An in depth con-
demnation of his bloody regime? No
way. The entire issue was a paean to the
patriotism, the valor, the economic pio-
neering and planning of Stalin – the Fa-
ther of the Russian People, America’s
great ally against Hitler. The photo-
graphs and articles, which included
lengthy assurances of Stalin’s benign
post War intentions towards Europe,
could have come straight from The Daily
Worker.

A final question. Qaddafi claims to
have turned his back on his violent past.
But how to handle other controversial
heads of state – despised in much of the
world – yet show little inclination to
change or remorse.A leader, for instance,
who ordered his forces to invade an-
other nation, causing the deaths of hun-
dreds of thousands of people, the injury
and exile of millions more; a leader who
condones torture by his intelligence
agencies and secretly dispatched prison-
ers to be brutalized by the secret services
of other countries,at the same time lock-
ing up hundreds of others for years on
end without any charge.

Do you invite him to the Elysees for
dinner? Does he get to set up his heated
tent in the garden of your official guest
residence? CT

Barry Lando is the author, most
recently, of Web of Deceit: The History
of Western Complicity in Iraq, from
Churchill to Kennedy to George W.
Bush.
This essay originally appeared at
http://truthdig.com
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STATE OF THE NATION

T
he former Murdoch retainer
Andrew Neil has described
James Murdoch, the heir appar-
ent, as a “social liberal”. What

strikes me is his casual use of “liberal” for
the new ruler of an empire devoted to
the promotion of war, conquest and hu-
man division. Neil’s view is not unusual.
In the murdochracy that Britain has
largely become,once noble terms such as
democracy, reform, even freedom itself,
have long been emptied of their mean-
ing.

In the years leading to Tony Blair’s
election, liberal commentators vied in
their Tonier-than-thou obeisance to such
a paragon of “reborn liberalism”.Writing
in the New Statesman in1995, Henry
Porter celebrated an almost mystical
politician who “presents himself as a
harmoniser for all the opposing inter-
ests in British life, a conciliator of class
differences and tribal antipathies, a syn-
thesiser of opposing beliefs”.Blair was,of
course, the diametric opposite.

As events have demonstrated, Blair
and the cult of New Labour have de-
stroyed the very liberalism millions of

Britons thought they were voting for.
This truth is like a taboo and was miss-
ing almost entirely from last week’s
Guardian debate about civil liberties.
Gone is the bourgeoisie that in good
times would extend a few rungs of the
ladder to those below.

From Blair’s pseudo-moralising as-
sault on single parents a decade ago to
Peter Hain’s recent attacks on the dis-
abled, the “project” has completed the
work of Thatcher and all but abolished
the premises of tolerance and decency,
however amorphous, on which much of
British public life was based.

The trade-off has been mostly super-
ficial “social liberalism” and the highest
personal indebtedness on earth. In 2007,
reported the Joseph Rowntree Founda-
tion, the United Kingdom faced the
highest levels of inequality for 40 years,
with the rich getting richer and the poor
poorer and more and more segregated
from society. The International Mone-
tary Fund has designated Britain a tax
haven, and corruption and fraud in
British business are almost twice the
global average,while Unicef reports that

The “project”
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of British public
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LIBERALISM TO
MURDOCHRATY
John Pilger condemns the dismantling of civil rights in Britain
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British children are the most neglected
and unhappiest in the “rich” world.

Abroad, behind a facade of liberal
concern for the world’s “disadvantaged”,
such as waffle about millennium goals
and anti-poverty stunts with the likes of
Google and Vodafone, the Brown gov-
ernment, together with its EU partners,
is demanding vicious and punitive free-
trade agreements that will devastate the
economies of scores of impoverished
African, Caribbean and Pacific nations.

In Iraq, the blood-letting of a “liberal
intervention” may well have surpassed
that of the Rwanda genocide, while the
British occupiers have made no real at-
tempt to help the victims of their law-
lessness. And putting out more flags will
not cover the shame. “The mortality of
children in Basra has increased by nearly
30% compared to the Saddam Hussein
era,” says Dr Haydar Salah, a paediatri-
cian at Basra children’s hospital.

In January nearly 100 leading British
doctors wrote to Hilary Benn, then inter-
national development secretary,describ-
ing how children were dying because
Britain had not fulfilled its obligations
under UN security resolution 1483. He
refused to see them.

Assault on liberties
Even if a contortion of intellect and
morality allows the interventionists to
justify these actions, the same cannot be
said for liberties eroded at home. These
are too much part of the myth that indi-
vidual freedom was handed down by
eminent liberal gentlemen instead of be-
ing fought for at the bottom.Yet rights of
habeas corpus, of free speech and as-
sembly, and dissent and tolerance, are
slipping away, undefended. Whole

British communities now live in fear of
the police. The British are distinguished
as one of the most spied upon people in
the world. A grey surveillance van with
satellite tracking sits outside my local
Sainsbury’s. On the pop radio station
Kiss 100, the security service MI5 adver-
tises for ordinary people to spy on each
other.These are normal now,along with
the tracking of our intimate lives and a
system of secretive justice that imposes
18-hour curfews on people who have not
been charged with any crime and are
denied the “evidence”.

Hundreds of terrified Iraqi refugees
are sent back to the infinite dangers of
the country “we” have destroyed.

Meanwhile, the cause of any real civil
threat to Britons has been identified and
confirmed repeatedly by the intelligence
services. It is “our” continuing military
presence in other people’s countries and
collusion with a Washington cabal de-
scribed by the late Norman Mailer as
“pre-fascist”. When famous liberal
columnists wring their hands about the
domestic consequences, let them look
to their own early support for such epic
faraway crimes.

In broadcasting,a prime source of lib-
eralism and most of our information, the
unthinkable has been normalised. The
murderous chaos in Iraq is merely in-
ternecine. Indeed, Bush’s “surge” is
“working”. The holocaust there has
nothing to do with “us”. There are hon-
ourable exceptions, of course, as there
are in those great liberal storehouses of
knowledge, Britain’s universities; but
they, too, are normalised and left to nat-
ter about “failed states” and “crisis man-
agement” – when the cause of the crisis
is on their doorstep.
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As Terry Eagleton has pointed out,
for the first time in two centuries almost
no eminent British poet, playwright or
novelist is prepared to question the foun-
dations of western actions, let alone in-
terrupt, as DJ Taylor once put it,all those
“demure ironies and mannered percep-
tions, their focus on the gyrations of a
bunch of emotional poseurs ... to the
reader infinitely reassuring ... and infi-
nitely useless”. Harold Pinter and Ro-
nan Bennett are exceptions.

Effective as politburo
Britain is now a centralised single-ideol-
ogy state,as secure in the grip of a super-
power as any former eastern bloc coun-
try. The Whitehall executive has pre-
rogative powers as effective as politburo
decrees.

Unlike Venezuela, critical issues such
as the EU constitution or treaty are de-
nied a referendum, regardless of Blair’s
“solemn pledge”. Thanks largely to a
parliament in which a majority of the
members cannot bring themselves to de-
nounce the crime in Iraq or even vote for
an inquiry, New Labour has added to
the statutes a record 3,000 criminal of-
fences: an apparatus of control that un-
dermines the Human Rights Act. In 1977,
at the height of the cold war, I inter-
viewed the Charter 77 dissidents in

Czechoslovakia.
They warned that complacency and

silence could destroy liberty and democ-
racy as effectively as tanks. “We’re actu-
ally better off than you in the west,” said
a writer, measuring his irony. “Unlike
you, we have no illusions.”

For those people who still celebrate
the virtues and triumphs of liberalism –
anti-slavery, women’s suffrage, the de-
fence of individual conscience and the
right to express it and act upon it – the
time for direct action is now.

It is time to support those of courage
who defy rotten laws to read out in Par-
liament Square the names of the cur-
rent, mounting, war dead, and those
who identify their government’s com-
plicity in “rendition” and its torture,and
those who have followed the paper and
blood trail of Britain’s piratical arms
companies.

It is time to support the NHS workers
who up and down the country are trying
to alert us to the destruction of a Labour
government’s greatest achievement.The
list of people stirring is reassuring. The
awakening of the rest of us is urgent. CT

John Pilger’s latest book, Freedom
Next Time, has recently been published
in paperback. This article was first
published in the New Statesman
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IS BUSH STOPPED IN
HIS TRACKS ON IRAN?
Chris Hedges finds hope in the NIE’s nuke report

THE ENEMY WITHIN

Director of
Central
Intelligence
Gen. Michael V.
Hayden
and Defense
Secretary
Robert M. Gates
have turned out
to be formidable
foes to the Bush
agenda of
preemptive war
in the
Middle East

T
he release of the National Intel-
ligence Estimate concerning
Iran’s nuclear status marks the
latest in a series of assaults by

the Pentagon and the intelligence com-
munity against the war posturing of the
Bush administration.

President Bush, seven years after as-
suming power, may finally be halted in
his tracks – not by a resurgent Demo-
cratic opposition, sagging opinion polls,
or an organized antiwar movement, but
by the entrenched power structure in
Washington he set out to emasculate.
The tug of war between those within
the administration who advocate as
many as 1,000 air strikes on suspected
Iranian nuclear facilities and those who
oppose an attack will be the most dra-
matic battle of the final Bush years.

Director of Central Intelligence Gen.
Michael V. Hayden and Defense Secre-
tary Robert M.Gates have turned out to
be formidable foes of the Bush agenda of
preemptive war in the Middle East.
Gates, along with Adm. William Fallon,
commander of US Central Command,
and Gen. George Casey, the Army’s new

chief of staff, are openly opposed to a
war with Iran. And they will not, unlike
their predecessors, permit the Bush
White House to use cooked and fabri-
cated intelligence to whip the country
into war frenzy.

The effort by the vice president’s office
to change or suppress the NIE report,
which was ready during the summer
and stated that Iran had halted its at-
tempt to develop nuclear weapons four
years ago, has consumed the internal
mechanisms of government for the last
few weeks. The existence of the report
did nothing to prevent either Bush or
Vice President Cheney from asserting
before it was made public that Iran was
working to develop a nuclear weapon
and could trigger, in the president’s
words, “World War III.”

Bush called on Iran in mid-December
to explain why it had a secretive nu-
clear-weapons program, and he warned
that “for the sake of world peace,” no
such efforts should be allowed to flour-
ish. “Iran is dangerous,” Bush said after
an Oval Office meeting with Italian Pres-
ident Giorgio Napolitano. “We believe
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Repeatedly
during Bush’s
presidency, the
Israeli
government,
with strong
backing from
the White
House, has
turned to force
rather than
diplomacy to
further Israeli
interests in the
Middle East

Iran had a secret military-weapons pro-
gram, and Iran must explain to the
world why they had such a program.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is
also determined to prevent Iran from
developing facilities that could produce
a nuclear weapon. And Olmert insists
Bush is on board, even if top US gener-
als and intelligence officials are not.

Repeatedly during Bush’s presidency,
the Israeli government, with strong
backing from the White House, has
turned to force rather than diplomacy to
further Israeli interests in the Middle
East. Israel unleashed a disastrous
bombing campaign against Lebanon last
year. Last Sept. 6 it carried out air strikes
against a Syrian facility that it said was
meant to develop nuclear material. Israel
has quarantined the 1.4 million Pales-
tinians in the Gaza Strip and imposed
draconian cuts in electricity and fuel.
During the Bush years, the effort to ne-
gotiate a solution to the Palestinian con-
flict has never gone beyond the photo
opportunities that characterized the cha-
rade in Annapolis, Md. Israel, like Wash-
ington, prefers to speak to its adversaries
in the language of violence. A strike on
Iran fits neatly into this pattern.

“At the beginning of the month, as
you know, the National Intelligence
Council of the United States published
its updated estimation of Iran’s inten-
tions and capabilities in the nuclear
field,” Olmert told the Israeli Institute for
National Security Studies on Tuesday.
“I attribute great importance to the dec-
laration by the president of the United
States, George Bush, that nothing has
changed; Iran was and remains danger-
ous, and we must continue the interna-
tional pressure with full force to dis-

suade Iran from its nuclear tendencies. I
trust and am confident that the United
States will continue to lead the interna-
tional campaign to stop the develop-
ment of a nuclear Iran.”

White House lawyers conceivably
could use the 2001 congressional author-
ization to use military force against
Afghanistan and the 2002 authorization
to use force against Iraq to justify an at-
tack on Iran without going back to Con-
gress for approval. The 2001 resolution
gave the president the right to use force
against the perpetrators of the Sept. 11,
2001,attacks and anyone who “harbored
such organizations or persons.” The 2002
resolution handed the president the
power to defend the country against
“the continuing threat posed by Iraq.”

Legitimize air strikes
The allegations that Iran is involved in
supporting and arming insurgents in
Iraq, along with the designation of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard as a terror-
ist organization, could be twisted by
White House lawyers to legitimize air
strikes against Iran.

“This unexpected bump in the road
has, in my opinion, stimulated the Bush
administration to develop its own new
rationale to justify what will in effect be
a full-speed-ahead continuation of past
and present policy toward Iran, almost
as if the NIE issue had never inter-
vened,” said Ray Close, a retired Middle
East specialist for the CIA.

The Bush White House has tried to
use the report to assert that Iran remains
intent on acquiring nuclear weapons and
is a threat.

“Convinced that they have been vi-
ciously sabotaged by a partisan anti-
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The covert
operations
taking place in
Iran, if they are
stepped up,
could provoke
retaliatory acts
by Iran against
US personnel
or facilities in
Iraq or the Gulf

Bush intelligence community, and des-
perate to justify the basic philosophy
and doctrine that underlies their specific
policies, these people are painfully
wounded and thus in a dangerous frame
of mind,” Close said.

“With hopes for a strengthened inter-
national sanctions regime fading,and no
reasonable excuse available for launch-
ing an early preventive military attack,
but with their pride deeply injured and
their nerves sandpapered raw, I would
not be surprised at all to see a height-
ened level of provocative and threaten-
ing rhetoric emanating from the White
House in the months ahead.”

The covert operations taking place in
Iran, if they are stepped up, could pro-
voke retaliatory acts by Iran against US
personnel or facilities in Iraq or the Gulf.
Any action by Iran deemed by the Bush

White House to be hostile to the United
States or Israel could,Close argues,be in-
stantly seized upon by the president to
carry out air strikes against Iran. This
could ignite a deadly chain reaction.

“I think the publication of this NIE,
rather than cooling the atmosphere, as
many analysts predict,” Close warned,
“is actually going to lead to a more dan-
gerous and unstable situation in the re-
gion in the months and years ahead.”

CT

Chris Hedges is the former Middle East
bureau chief for The New York Times
and the author of War Is a Force That
Gives Us Meaning. His latest book is
American Fascists: The Christian
Right and theWar on America.
This essay was originally published by
The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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O
n a cold night in Iraq, two
fellow soldiers and I were
awakened by our superiors
and told to interrogate a pris-

oner who had just been arrested. Who-
ever brought in the detainee insisted that
it could not wait until morning, so we ir-
ritably left the warmth of our sleeping
bags and set off into the darkness.

When we arrived at the detention fa-
cility, there was a young lieutenant wait-
ing for us.He brought the prisoner there.
But the prisoner did not get to that facil-
ity the way most did – hands bound
tightly behind the back with a sandbag
over the head.

He arrived on a stretcher.
The lieutenant told us with a sadistic

smile that this prisoner tried to flee a
traffic checkpoint he was working that
night,and he proudly proclaimed that he
had filled the Iraqi man’s car with bullets
as he tried to drive away.

The trafic checkpoint was one of
thousands that operate daily in Iraq.The
road is blocked off, and anyone driving
on the road is searched and questioned.
We had gotten used to questioning pris-

oners who were arrested for the slightest
suspicion at these checkpoints. Many
were arrested for carrying a large
amount of cash – a common practice for
store owners and vendors.

According to the lieutenant, there was
a long line of cars waiting to pass
through his checkpoint.Towards the end
of the line, a car that had been waiting
pulled out and turned around, driving
away from the checkpoint. This act was
proof to the lieutenant that the driver of
the vehicle must be guilty of something
and trying to escape, so he raised his ri-
fle and fired into the night.

Breathing heavily
When I walked into the cell where the
prisoner was being kept, it was dark,
and I couldn’t see him but I could hear
him breathing. He was breathing heav-
ily, almost hyperventilating, and his
breaths were interrupted by shaking and
sobbing. As we followed the sounds, I
was able to make out a figure lying on a
stretcher against the wall.

We approached the man and clicked
on our flashlights. The first thing I saw

THE NIGHT
I LEARNED WHOSE
SIDE I WAS ON
Michael Prysner reflects on the brutality of US occupation in Iraq

VICTIM OF WAR
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As I tried to go
back to sleep
that night, I
could think only
of the man down
the street in a
cold cement
room with a
bullet wound in
his neck

was the gauze wrapped around his neck,
caked in blood,where he had been shot.

My first thought was that he was
lucky to be alive, but I could tell that he
was not thinking the same thing.

I could see streams of tears along the
sides of his face, leading to the stretcher
that was too small for his large body. He
was shaking furiously,his bare feet stick-
ing out from under a thin blanket that
was not large enough to cover him. I
knew that he was not only shaking from
the cold, but from the fear of death, tor-
ture or life in prison. Every Iraqi knows
that people get snatched up in the mid-
dle of the night; some never seen again,
some returning with stories of intense in-
terrogation techniques.

Why did he run away?
We told our translator to ask him why
he had run away. He responded, strug-
gling through gasping breaths and flow-
ing tears.

He said he was tired of waiting in the
long line in the middle of the night, and
decided to just go back home. Nothing
suspicious was found in his car.

Instead of making it back home he
ended up in that cell, alone in the dark
with only blood-soaked bandages to
keep him warm. This was the price he
paid for being impatient, for just being an
Iraqi.

He cried as he pleaded with us, re-
peating over and over that he had never
done anything wrong. He said he was in
pain and begged to be taken to a hospi-
tal. I have never seen a man so weak-
ened, terrified and defeated.

When we left, the lieutenant was still
proudly boasting about his accomplish-
ment. I wondered how many more
Iraqis would be wounded or killed by
this man, or by the soldiers he com-
mands. This was the example he set for
his subordinates in the field.

As I tried to go back to sleep that
night, I could think only of the man
down the street in a cold cement room
with a bullet wound in his neck. I tried
to imagine what he felt,how he thought
of the US occupation and how this mis-
sion could possibly be conceived of as
“liberation” or maintaining “peace and
security.” I’m sure we were both kept
awake that night – me by confusion and
frustration, and him by fear and desper-
ation.

The next morning, I was instructed to
go back to the detention facility for more
interrogations. There was, as always, a
constant flow of scared, shaking and
sobbing prisoners. The man I had seen
the previous night was a unique case
only insomuch as his wounds were vis-
ible.

Through his broken words, his con-
vulsing body,his tears and his blood, the
innocent Iraqi man on the stretcher
showed me what every prisoner felt.
That night he taught me what the Iraqi
people already know; he taught me who
the real enemy was. CT

Michael Prysner is a US army veteran
and anti-war activist. This essay
originally appeared in Liberation, the
newspaper of the Party for Socialism and
Liberation at http://www.PSLweb.org
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Hamas, a party
representing
the democratic
institutions
in the Occupied
Territories,
became the
party that
‘overthrew’
Abbas’
‘legitimate’
democracy

T
he intense debate over Gaza is
subsiding as the status quo is,
predictably,delineated by those
with the bigger guns. But to

what extent can human suffering be
politicized, turned into an intellectual
polemic that fails to affect the simplest
change in people’s lives?

Hamas’ political advent in January
2006 as the first ‘opposition’ movement
in the Arab world to ascend to power us-
ing peaceful and democratic means was
successfully thwarted in a brazen coup,
engineered jointly by the United States,
Israel and renegade Palestinians faction-
alists. Following this, history was, as
usual, re-written by the victor. Thus
Hamas, a party representing the demo-
cratic institutions in the Occupied Terri-
tories, became the party that ‘overthrew’
Abbas’ ‘legitimate’ democracy.As strange
a notion as that is – a government over-
throwing itself – it went down in the
annals of Western media as uncontested
truth.

All parties involved, directly or other-
wise, were expected to determine their
position from this fallacious claim, and

they did so to meet their own interests.
Some had little problem in disowning
Palestinian democracy altogether. The
United States government, Israel, the
European Union, and various non-dem-
ocratic Arab governments were de-
lighted by the outcome of Palestinian
infighting. They celebrated Abbas and
his faction as the true and legitimate de-
mocrats, and chastised those who dis-
agreed. Countries such as Russia, South
Africa and some Arab Gulf states fol-
lowed suit, with some hesitation and
disgruntlement, but too weak or indeci-
sive to confront the status quo.

On the Palestinian front, the choices
were harder, but nonetheless those who
were previously aligned neither to Fatah
nor Hamas now positioned themselves
quickly on the side that served them
best. Renowned leftists, for example,
who normally spoke as though they
were representatives of the voice of rea-
son, now couldn’t risk losing what few
ineffective NGOs they operated in a
management style more reminiscent of
‘grocery stores’ (the actual name that
many Palestinians use to mock many of

POLITICISING
GAZA’S MISERY
Ramzy Baroud on the continuing hypocrisy in the Middle East
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the NGOs in their midst).
Fear of losing freedom of movement

and access to US and European financial
institutions motivated many Palestini-
ans to disown Gaza completely. The
sympathy millions of people worldwide
felt toward the perpetually suffering
Gazens translated mostly in the realm of
the intangible. Helplessness prevailed
and quickly joined the prevalent sense of
powerlessness and incapacity long affil-
iated with Palestine in general and Gaza
in particular.

To distract from this issue, Abbas and
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert were
hurriedly rushed to Annapolis for a
badly needed photo-op. Exalted by the
self-proclaimed champion of democracy,
President Bush, both leaders are on a
new quest for peace.

The US-sponsored sideshow has
achieved its aim. Dates such as January
2006 among others are now completely
cast aside; new dates, new rhetoric and
new promises are replacing the old ones;
all eyes are now on Abbas and Olmert,
Ramallah and Tel Aviv, with calls for fu-
ture conferences and painful compro-
mises. And Gaza is becoming a forgotten
or irrelevant footnote.

Harsh siege
The strip is under a harsh and unprece-
dented siege, with people dying as a re-
sult of lack of medical aid. Israel has cut
diesel supplies to 60,000 litres, when
350,000 litres are required daily.

How can an already underdeveloped
economy run on such a meagre amount
of energy, let alone hospitals and
schools? Electricity is also being drasti-
cally cut, as per recommendations of Is-
rael’s High Court and unemployment is

at the highest it has ever been (past the
75 percent mark). 1.5 million inhabitants
are literally trapped in a 365 square kilo-
metre without any breathing room
whatsoever, little food, little energy and,
worse yet, are told, more or less, that
they deserve their fate.

If the media mentions Gaza at all, it
does so in a politicized context. For ex-
ample: three militants killed by Israeli
missiles; Israeli army says militants were
on their way to fire rockets into Israel;
Hamas leader remains defiant, and so
on.

Much of the coverage is now focused
only on augmenting the sins of Hamas,
whereby every every single conduct or
misconduct is blown out of proportion.
The bottom line is that whatever suffer-
ing Gazens endure, it is caused by the
Hamas militant menace and their ‘forces
of darkness’.

Whether Hamas’ violations of human
rights are at all related to the state of
siege, murder and chaos created by the
many circumstances that preceded it, re-
mains completely irrelevant.

Gaza has become the needed leading
precept for Palestinians, and others, re-
minding them of what they cannot dare
do if they want to be spared the same
fate. Palestinians in the West Bank are
being asked to contrast the images of
angry, bearded Hamas police officers
cracking down on protestors with the
soft-spoken bespectacled Abbas in in-
ternational conferences brimming with
healthy, overfed faces.

The true reasons behind Gaza’s suf-
fering are entirely omitted, except by a
few Arab and progressive newspapers.
The debate is now being moved from
the immediate concern of media circles

1.5 million
inhabitants are
literally trapped
in a 365 square
kilometre
without any
breathing room
whatsoever,
little food, little
energy and,
worse yet, are
told, more or
less, that they
deserve their
fate
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into academic conferences, books and
long essays; parallels are abundantly in-
voked between Gaza and other spheres
of US influence,notwithstanding Central
America.

This is not to deny credit however to
those who have had the courage to take
the right stance on the dramatic events
unfolding in Gaza.

Many possesses enough humanity to
separate the politics that led to Gaza’s
complete isolation and the fact that real
people with feelings and hopes and as-
pirations are suffering, enduring and dy-
ing unnecessarily before our very eyes.

Israel’s camp is relentless in justifying
Israel’s racism and the brutality inflicted
on Palestinians, using the same tired ar-
guments, such as Israel’s security and
right to exist, and accusing their detrac-

tors of anti-Semitism at every turn.
But what argument could there be

for those who are troubled by human
suffering and yet losing sight of Gaza’s
misery? I cannot think of any justifica-
tion for apathy before a dying child,
whether black, white, Arab, Jewish or
any other.

Let’s not allow inhumanity to become
the accepted norm. If we allowed it to
triumph in Gaza, then we are deemed to
repeat it elsewhere. CT

Ramzy Baroud
(www.ramzybaroud.net)
is an author and editor of
PalestineChronicle.com. His latest book
is The Second Palestinian Intifada:
A Chronicle of a People’s Struggle
(Pluto Press, London)
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LAST WORDS

I
t happens so easily you hardly notice
it happening. I know I don’t. You
read an article like this: “About 30 Is-
raeli tanks and armored vehicles

pushed into the Hamas-run Gaza Strip on
Tuesday, sparking clashes with Palestini-
ans in which five militants were killed,
medics and militant groups said.”

And you think, “well, it was just “mil-
itants” that were killed, I guess they de-
served it,being “militants” after all.Later
on, you read even more cover, this time
courtesy of the news agency itself: “The
Israeli military often attacks militants in
the coastal territory to try to stop them fir-
ing rockets and mortar bombs into south-
ern Israel and has intensified the raids
since last month’s Annapolis peace confer-
ence.”

But wait a minute. It’s true that some
Palestinians are firing rockets at Israel,
and you may or may not think that’s le-
gal or justifiable or defensible. But there
isn’t the slightest indication that any of
these five “militants” were involved with
that. What they were “militant” about
was resisting an invasion of their “coun-
try” (territory, land, whatever you want
to call it) by foreign or occupying troops.

Israeli tanks came bursting across their
border and they fought back and paid
the price. That makes them brave, or
perhaps foolhardy, but certainly not de-
serving to die, and it makes their deaths
... murder.

In the old days, Israel used to try to
justify such actions on the grounds that
someone was “on the way to fire a mis-
sile.” Now they don’t bother. Just the
fact that they might have been thinking
about it, or might know someone who
was thinking about it, or they might
think about it in the future, is enough.

Update: Let’s play “spot the bias” in
this AP rendition of the news: “Israeli
tanks and bulldozers pushed into the south-
ern Gaza Strip on Tuesday, killing five Is-
lamic militants and trapping hundreds of
people in their homes, while another ex-
tremist died from an airstrike elsewhere in
the territory.”

Incidentally, the remainder of the ar-
ticle contains exactly zero information on
that airstrike or on the identification of
that “extremist.” CT

Eli Stephens blogs at
http://www.lefti.blogspot.com

JUSTIFYING MURDER
Eli Stephens on biased reporting
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