








God, Spies and Lies is long (448 pages).
It’s well written, crammed with day-to-day,
often complex revelations about political
skullduggery Matisonn comes across dur-
ing his 40 years as journalist and public
servant. He seems to have known every
major player in the modern South African
political diorama, every ANC leader since
Oliver Tambo, and every government lead-
er from John Vorster to FW de Klerk to Nel-
son Mandela to Jacob Zuma.

His book should be read by every jour-
nalist needing to understand how easily
greedy, self-serving politicians can poison
democracy’s free marketplace of ideas. Ac-
tually, it should be read by everyone who
cares anything about democracy, freedom
of information and modern South Africa,
the former rainbow nation.

Last words are Matisonn’s summation
in God, Spies and Lies: “For a brief, shining
moment, we thought we had harnessed
history, and perhaps we had. But history
is an unruly mount. No sooner had we
turned to take in the view than it broke
free, galloping in directions we knew not
where. A new generation must embrace its
challenge. They inherited a constitution
that makes it possible. It’s up to them to
find the will.” CT
Tim Knight is a journalist, filmmaker and
communications trainer who’s worked for
three South African newspapers, Zambia TV,
United Press International, ABC, NBC and
PBS in New York, and the CBC in Canada.
His book, Storytelling and the Anima Factor,
is now in its second edition.

@ ColdType will carry an excerpt from God, Spies and Lies in February.

BOOK REVIEW

This book should
be read by every
journalist needing
to understand
how easily
greedy, self-
serving politicians
can poison
democracy’s free
marketplace of
ideas

Get your FREE subscription
to ColdType magazine

Send an email to

editor@coldtype.net and write SUBSCRIBE in the subject line

RECH
I\
RBARA LFRANK\’

STRANGE £\ BAR hee | DEL-T S
; THAN ITE AND B NGING UPO 20 N0
‘ARE THEY GOIN RANGELOVE IPay ,\er\\s & THE “A“:C £l GEORGEM . GE|

GOING Dowyy, Lﬂt ME? | FRin prnel M R RMOF 16N =Fa

T|GEORG RRIGAN h
EMoNBIg
T
o’ . o‘ = "
WRITING o, d l , o5 WORTH SEEING ’
RTH READING | PHoros worms oy ype o oRT READING | pHOTOS WRITING Woryy, REAoimg
ISSUE 119

www.coldtype.net | January 2016 | ColdType 49



PAPAL BULL

Patron saint-to-be of
crooks and criminals

Mother Teresa, the next figure in line for sainthood, turns out to have had
different standards for the rich than for the poor, writes Eamonn McCann

Propaganda has
always been

the name of the
canonization
game. The main
reason medieval
popes came up
with the idea was
so the church
could take control
of the selection
of role models for
society at large

t’s not the fact that Mother Teresa has
been credited with cures for which there
is no known disease that renders the
plan for her canonization ridiculous. The
ridiculousness lies in canonization itself.

Not even the pope is authorized to hand
out ceremonial passes to paradise. To
qualify for canonization, you have to have
made the cut and be resident in heaven al-
ready. If you're not in, you can’t win. All
of which renders the elaborate ceremony
planned for next year redundant - apart
from its propaganda value, which is, of
course, the point.

Propaganda has always been the name
of the canonization game. The main rea-
son medieval popes came up with the idea
was so the church could take control of
the selection of role models for society at
large. It’s about shaping the world the way
you want it to be, about power and influ-
ence, not holiness and prayer.

What model of society does the Alba-
nian nun exemplify? Twenty years ago, in
January 1996, writing for the Irish maga-
zine Hot Press, I phoned the Los Angeles
district attorney’s office to check whether
there had been progress in persuading
Mother Teresa to hand back a million dol-
lars stolen from the poor. Not a lot, assis-
tant district attorney Paul Turley told me.

The money had been filched from the
pockets of pensioners and small savers by
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Saintly moneygrabber? Mother Theresa.

the notorious con man, Charles Keating,
head of what turned out to be a front for
fraud, Lincoln Savings and Loan. Keating
had siphoned $225 million from the ac-
counts of thousands of victims and had
bunged a million of this loot to Mother
Teresa.

Four years earlier, in 1992, Turley had ap-
pealed to Teresa: “If you contact me, I will
put you in direct contact with the rightful
owners of the property now in your pos-
session.” Any developments since, I won-
dered?



“She has ignored us,” Turley told me.
“We have honestly given up on this. It is
obvious she is determined to keep it.”

Sentenced to 10 years, Keating may have
taken comfort from contemplation of the
crucifix on the wall of his cell, personally
blessed by Pope John Paul and delivered
by a messenger from Mother Teresa.

It has commonly been suggested, includ-
ing by commentators skeptical about
Mother Teresa’s sanctity, that in this and
similar matters she had been blinded by
intense religiosity, her mode of thought
too other-worldly to appreciate mundane
stuff such as money.

As an excuse for the criminal offence of
knowingly receiving stolen property, this
would be laughed out of any court in the
land. A more subtle argument advanced by
Catholic traditionalists is that what mat-
ters most at a time of ideological turmoil
and creeping secularization within the
church is the unwavering adherence and
global witness she gave to the teachings
of the church now most under siege, on
contraception, divorce, abortion, etc. It is
this, they suggest, that, despite all, makes
her a suitable role model for the times we
live in.

But this won’t wash either. The journalist
Daphne Barak quoted Mother Teresa, in April
1996, in Ladies’ Home Journal, commenting
on the break-up of the marriage of Princess
Diana and Prince Charles: “1T think it is such
a sad story. Diana is such a sad soul. . . .You
know what? It is good that it is over. Nobody
was happy. I know I should preach for family
love and unity, but in their case. ... Then her

voice ‘trailed off.””

The masses are told under pain of hell-
fire that they must unquestioningly obey
the rules of the church, but when it comes
to the useful rich and glamorous, immu-
table laws of God can be amended on the
instant.

In October 1994, Mother Teresa sent a
message to the UN International Confer-
ence on Population and Development in
Cairo, pleading for outright rejection of
contraception and abortion. “Every child
is a gift from God,” she wrote. “If you have
a child you think is unwanted, give that
child to me. I will find it a loving home
where it will be cherished as a blessing.”

The Cairo conference was to hear that
up to 40,000 children under 12 were dying
every day of malnutrition or preventable
disease. Mother Teresa’s order was not
running any adoption operation anywhere
in the world. Her statement was not off-
the-cuff or a flight of holy fantasy. It was a
written declaration, widely distributed. It
was dishonest, manipulative opportunism
for which it is hard to find adequate words.
“Despicable,” maybe.

In the year before her death in 1997, as
a team of doctors flown in from around
the world tried by extraordinary means to
bring her back to health, one Irish newspa-
per carried the headline, “World Unites in
Prayer For ‘Living Saint.”

We may hope there’ll be a lot less of
that sort of thing in 2016. CT
Eamonn McCann is an author and activist
living in Derry, Northern Ireland. This article
first appeared in the Irish Times.
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ANTI-EMPIRE REPORT

Trump: Vulgar, crude,
racist. And correct!

Blustering presidential candidate shows how awful the
mainstream US media really is, writes Willliam Blum

Trump could

have given
Stephanopoulos

a veritable heart
attack by declaring
that the American
military, in the
course of its

wars in recent
decades, has been
responsible for the
deliberate deaths
of many journalists

think one of the main reasons for Donald

Trump’s popularity is that he says what’s

on his mind and he means what he says,

something rather rare among American
politicians, or perhaps politicians anywhere
in the world. The American publicis sick and
tired of the phoney, hypocritical, answers
given by office holders of all kinds. When I
read that Trump had said that Senator John
McCain was not a hero because McCain had
been captured in Vietnam, I had to pause
for reflection. Wow! Next the man will be
saying that not every American soldier who
was in the military in Vietnam, Afghanistan
and Iraq was a shining hero worthy of con-
stant media honor and adulation.

When Trump was interviewed by ABC-TV
host George Stephanopoulos, former aide to
President Bill Clinton, he was asked: “When
you were pressed about [Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s] killing of journalists, you
said, ‘I think our country does plenty of
killing too’ What were you thinking about
there? What Kkilling sanctioned by the U.S.
government is like killing journalists?”

Trump responded: “In all fairness to Pu-
tin, you're saying he killed people. I haven’t
seen that. I don’t know that he has. Have
you been able to prove that? Do you know
the names of the reporters that he’s killed?
Because I've been - you know, you’ve been
hearing this, but I haven’t seen the name.
Now, I think it would be despicable if that
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took place, but I haven’t seen any evidence
that he killed anybody in terms of report-
ers.”

Of course, Trump could have given
Stephanopoulos a veritable heart attack
by declaring that the American military, in
the course of its wars in recent decades, has
been responsible for the deliberate deaths
of many journalists. In Iraq, for example,
there’s the Wikileaks 2007 video, exposed
by Chelsea Manning, of the cold-blooded
murder of two Reuters journalists, the 2003
US air-to-surface missile attack on the of-
fices of Al Jazeera in Baghdad that left three
journalists dead and four wounded, and the
American firing on Baghdad’s Hotel Pales-
tine the same year that killed two foreign
news cameramen.

It was during this exchange that Stepha-
nopoulos allowed the following to pass his
lips: “But what killing has the United States
government done?” !

Do the American TV networks not give
any kind of intellectual test to their news-
casters? Something at a fourth-grade level
might improve matters.

Prominent MSNBC newscaster Joe Scar-
borough, interviewing Trump, was also
bal ed by Trump’s embrace of Putin, who
had praised Trump as being “bright and tal-
ented.” Putin, said Scarborough, was “also
a person who Kkills journalists, political op-
ponents, and invades countries. Obviously



ANTI-EMPIRE REPORT

People were
seenin New
Jersey apparently
celebrating the
planes crashing
into the World
Trade Center
towers. But they
were Israelis,
which would
explain allone
needs to know
about why the
story wasn’t

in the headlines

“A lot of stupidiy” — Donald Trump exposes the ignorance of the US media. (Photo: Gage Skidmore)

that would be a concern, would it not?”

Putin “invades countries . . .” Well, now
there even I would have been at a loss as to
how to respond. Try as I might I don’t think
I could have thought of any countries the
United States has ever invaded.

To his credit, Trump responded: “I think
our country does plenty of killing also, Joe,
so, you know. There’s a lot of stupidity going
on in the world right now, Joe. A lot of kill-
ing going on. A lot of stupidity. And that’s
the way it is.” 2

As to Putin killing political opponents,
this, too, would normally go unchallenged
in the American mainstream media. But,
earlier this year, I listed seven highly ques-
tionable deaths of opponents of the Ukraine
government, a regime put in power by the
United States, which is used as a club against
Putin.? This, of course, was non-news in the
American media.

So that’s what happens when the know-
nothing American media meets up with a
know-just-a-bit-more presidential candi-
date. Ain’t democracy wonderful?

Trump has also been criticized for say-

ing that immediately after the 9-11 attacks,
thousands of Middle Easterners were seen
celebrating outdoors in New Jersey in sight
of the attack location. An absurd remark, for
which Trump has been rightfully vilified;
but not as absurd as the US mainstream
media pretending that it had no idea what
Trump could possibly be referring to in his
mixed-up manner.

For there were, in fact, people seen in New
Jersey apparently celebrating the planes
crashing into the World Trade Center tow-
ers. But they were Israelis, which would ex-
plain all one needs to know about why the
story wasn’t in the headlines and has since
been “forgotten” or misremembered. On the
day of the 9-11 attacks, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was asked what the
attacks would mean for US-Israeli relations.
His quick reply was: “It’s very good . .. Well,
it’s not good, but it will generate immediate
sympathy (for Israel).” There’s a lot on the
internet about these Israelis in New Jersey,
who were held in police custody for months
before being released. O

So here, too, mainstream newspersons
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ANTI-EMPIRE REPORT

“We suddenly
realized, or at least
I did, that these
people we were
dealing with were
human beings like
ourselves”

do not know enough to enlighten their au-
dience.

Russia, as explained to Russians
by Americans

There is a Russian website [inosmi = foreign
mass media] that translates propagandistic
russophobic articles from the Western me-
dia into Russian and publishes them so that
Russians can see how the Western media tell
lies about them day after day. There have
been several articles lately, based on polls
that show that anti-Western sentiments are
increasing in Russia, and blaming it on “Pu-
tin’s propaganda.”

This is rather odd because who needs
propaganda when the Russians can read
the Western media themselves and see
firsthand all the lies they puts forth about
them and the demonizing of Putin. There
are several political-debate shows on Rus-
sian television to which they invite West-
ern journalists or politicians; on one there
frequently is a really funny American jour-
nalist, Michael Bohm, who keeps regurgi-
tating all the Western propaganda while
arguing with his Russian counterparts. It’s
surreal to watch him display the worst po-
litical stereotypes of Americans: Arrogant,
gullible, and ignorant. He stands there and
lectures high-ranking Russian politicians,
“explaining” to them the “real” Russian
foreign policy, and the “real” intentions
behind their actions, as opposed to any-
thing they say. The man is shockingly iro-
ny-impaired. It is as funny to watch as it is
sad and scary.

The above paragraphs were written with
the help of a woman who was raised in the
Soviet Union and now lives in Washington.
She and T have discussed US foreign policy
on many occasions. We are in very close
agreement as to its destructiveness and ab-
surdity.

Just as in the first Cold War, one of the
basic problems is that Exceptional Ameri-
cans have great difficulty in believing that
Russians mean well. Apropos this, I'd like
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to recall the following written about George
Kennan: “Crossing Poland with the first US
diplomatic mission to the Soviet Union in
the winter of 1933, a young American dip-
lomat named George Kennan was some-
what astonished to hear the Soviet escort,
Foreign Minister Maxim Litvinov, reminisce
about growing up in a village nearby, about
the books he had read and his dreams as a
small boy of being a librarian.

“We suddenly realized, or at least I did,
that these people we were dealing with
were human beings like ourselves,” Ken-
nan wrote, “that they had been born some-
where, that they had their childhood ambi-
tions as we had. It seemed for a brief mo-
ment we could break through and embrace
these people.” 01

It hasn’t happened yet.

Kennan’s sudden realization brings
George Orwell to mind: “We have now sunk
to a depth at which the restatement of the
obvious is the first duty of intelligent men.”

Notes

1. Robert Parry, “Trump Schools ABC-TV
Host on Reality,” Consortiumnews, De-
cember 21, 2015

2. Interview of Donald Trump by Joe Scar-
borough, December 18, 2015

3. William Blum, Anti-Empire Report #138,
April 3, 2015

4. See for example: the first three minutes
of Core of Corruption --Film 1 - In the
Shadows - Part 10 and The Five Dancing
Israelis Arrested on 9-11

5. Walter Isaacson and Evan Thomas, The
Wise Men (1986), p.158 CT
William Blum is the author of Killing
Hope: US Military and CIA Interventions
Since World War II, Rogue State: A Guide

to the World’s Only Super Power, West-Bloc
Dissident: A Cold War Political Memoir,

and America’s Deadliest Export —
Democracy: The Truth About US Foreign
Policy and Everything Else.

His web-site is www.williamblum.org



POET’S CORNER

Syria explained
in 300 words

A poem by Philip Kraske

I've been reading Escobar, who explains it all so great,
Yet I find it’s really tough, wondering whom to hate.
Can’t they get this organized, and draw some lines in
soil?

The battle map’s a train-wreck mush, the hatreds all
a-roil.

Over here you’ve got Turkmen, which means they’re
sorta Turk,

Just enough so they get off for doing Turkey’s work.
Down the road the moderates have set up their own
shop,

But just how moderate they are depends on whom
they pop.

The Russkies don’t like either crew, they’d rather keep
Assad’s,

They bomb the mods and Turks and Daesh, who to
them are sods,

Pleasing not the Beltway boys, who really hate believ-
ing,

That ISIS can be pretty cool, when it’s not neck-cleav-
ing.

Then the case of Kurdistan, one of history’s losers,
Whacked by Turks and Pres. Saddam, and all of earth’s
big bruisers.

Their men are sharp, their chiefs corrupt, they just
can’t get a break.

They fight IS to our loud cheers; we ought to send a
cake.

The Sultan watches over all and wants to make his
mark,

Open up a no-fly zone, make Kurdistan a park,

He figures half of Syria’s his, Iraq and all their oil,
And one or two good pipelines more will really make
him royal.

Now let’s check on those elites, those guys in linen
flowing.

They move the pawns and F-15s, humanity forgoing.
Qatar, the Saudis, Dubai, Iran -- each for their horse
root

In the race for cash and oil, and souls to save to boot.

Amazing so much shock and awe is caused by pipes-
in-line,
Uniting wells in Emirates with yonder Seine and
Rhine.
Though happily I'd do without and ride my bike each

day,
The chess of state, that never changes. The rest of us
must pay. CT

Philip Kraske lives in Madrid, Spain, where he teaches English on a freelance basis and does some translation.
His four novels, of varied plots but centring on American politics and society, began to appear in 2009.
His website is http://philipkraske.com
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