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One of Israel's most popular beaches, at Dor, south of Haifa, was once Tantura, a Palestinian coastal village.Historians confirmed accounts that
more than 200 Palestinian men had been executed there by the Israeli army when the village was captured on May 22, 1948.

Celebrating 50 years of land theft

Jonathan Cook reports on the festivities as Israel consolidates decades of ethnic cleansing

The jubilee is a
potent reminder
that for Israelis
the country’s

rule over the
Palestinians seems
as irreversible as
the laws of nature

srael is to hold lavish celebrations over the

coming weeks to mark the 50th anniver-

sary of what it calls the “liberation of Ju-

dea, Samaria and the Golan Heights” - or
what the rest of us describe as the birth of
the occupation.

The centrepiece event will take place in
Gush Etzion, south of Jerusalem. The West
Bank settlement “bloc” enjoys wide sup-
port in Israel, not least because it was estab-
lished long ago by the supposedly left-wing
Labour party, now heading the opposition.

The jubilee is a potent reminder that for

4 ColdType | May 2017 | www.coldtype.net

Israelis, most of whom have never known a
time before the occupation, Israel’s rule over
the Palestinians seems as irreversible as the
laws of nature. But the extravagance of the
festivities also underscores the growth over
five decades of Israel’s self-assurance as an
occupier.

Documents found last month in Israel’s
archives reveal that, when Israel captured
East Jerusalem in 1967, its first concern was
to hoodwink the international community.

The foreign ministry ordered Israel’s
ambassadors to mischaracterise its illegal

%009 ueyjeuor @ sydelbojoyd


http://www.coldtype.net

The only proof that the village of al-Nabi Yusha existed is this shrine. Palestinians were ethnically cleansed from al-Nabi Yusha, close to the

Lebanese border, on May17, 1948. Today, the lands belong to a Jewish settlement called Ramot Naftali.

annexation of East Jerusalem as a simple
“municipal fusion.” To avoid diplomatic
reprisals, Israel claimed it was necessary to
ease the provision of essential services to
the occupied Palestinian population.

Interestingly, those drafting the order ad-
vised that the deception was unlikely to suc-
ceed. The United States had already insisted
that Israel commit no unilateral moves. But,
within months, Israel had evicted thou-
sands of Palestinians from the Old City and
destroyed their homes. Washington and Eu-
rope have been turning a blind eye to such
actions ever since.

One of the Zionist movement’s favourite
early slogans was: “Dunam after dunam,
goat after goat” It served the movement
well before Israel’s creation in 1948, but was
set aside during that war - when the chance
arrived - for a policy of large-scale ethnic

cleansing. (See photos)

After 1967, Israel returned to seizing small
areas of territory (measured in dunams),
demolishing the odd home, and gradually
destroying herding animals - all as ways to
slowly drive the Palestinians off most of their
land, “liberating” it for Jewish colonisation
The seizure of small areas of territory meas-
ured in dunams, the demolition of the odd
home, and the gradual destruction of herd-
ing animals would slowly drive the Palestin-
ians off most of their land, “liberating” it for
Jewish colonisation. If it was done piecemeal,
the objections from overseas would remain
muffled. It has proved a winning formula.

Fifty years on, the colonisation of East Je-
rusalem and the West Bank is so entrenched
that a two-state solution is nothing more
than a pipe dream.

Nonetheless, US president Donald Trump
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When Israel
captured East
Jerusalem in 1967,
its first concern
was to hoodwink
the international
community
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BELOW: The refugees of Biram, near the border with Lebanon,
havebeenanenduringthorninisraelsside.OnNovember 4,1948,
the village’s 850 Maronite Christians surrendered to the advanc-
ing Israeli army without a struggle. They were asked to evacuate
Biram “temporarily” while the area was secured, with most
relocating to the neighbouring community of Jish. Although the
villagers received Israeli citizenship, they have not been allowed
to return to Biram.

RIGHT: The minaret of a mosque transformed into a “feature”
on a traffic island in Safed, in the northern Galilee. A total of
10,000 Palestinians fled Safed on May 9, 1948, a few days before
the establishment of Israel. Today Safed is a Jewish city.

Effectively, the US
is wiping the slate
clean, creating a
new baseline for
negotiations after
decades of Israeli
changes stripping
the Palestinians of
territory and rights

: - ™
b =l S

has chosen this inauspicious moment to
dispatch an envoy, Jason Greenblatt, to end
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

In a “goodwill” response, Israeli prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu has unveiled a
framework for settlement building. It is exact-
ly the kind of formula for deception that has
helped Israel consolidate the occupation since
1967. Netanyahu says expansion will be “re-
stricted” to “previously developed” settle-
ments, or “adjacent” areas, or, depending
on the terrain, “land close” to a settlement.

Peace Now points out that the settle-
ments already have jurisdiction over some
10 per cent of the West Bank, while far more
is treated as “state land.” The new frame-
work, says the group, gives the settlers a
green light to “build everywhere.”

The Trump White House has shrugged
its shoulders. A statement following Netan-
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yahu’s announcement judged the settle-
ments no “impediment to peace,” adding
that Israel’s commitments to previous US
administrations would be treated as moot.

Effectively, the US is wiping the slate
clean, creating a new baseline for negotia-
tions after decades of Israeli changes strip-
ping the Palestinians of territory and rights.

Although none of this bodes well, Egypt
and Jordan’s leaders met Trump in April to
push for renewed talks between Israel and
the Palestinians. The White House is said
to be preparing to welcome the Palestinian
president, Mahmoud Abbas.

Some senior Palestinians are rightly wary.
Abbas Zaki, a Fatah leader, fears Trump will
try to impose a regional solution on Arab
states, over Abbas’s head, designed to “elim-
inate the Palestinian cause altogether.”

David Ben Gurion, Israel’s founding fa-
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South Africa Forest, a park established by the Jewish National Fund, using tax-deductible donations from South African Jews. The forest
is planted over the rubble of the Palestinian village of Lubya, after its 2,500 inhabitants were ethnically cleansed on July 16, 1948.

ther, reportedly once said, “What matters
is not what the goyim [non-Jews] say, but
what the Jews do.”

For nearly a quarter of a century, the Oslo
accords dangled an illusory peace carrot that
usefully distracted the global community as
Israel nearly quadrupled its settler popula-
tion, making even a highly circumscribed
Palestinian state unrealisable.

Now, that game plan is about to be re-
vived in new form. While the US, Israel, Jor-
dan and Egypt focus on the hopeless task
of creating a regional framework for peace,
Israel will be left undisturbed once again to
seize more dunams and more goats.

In Israel, the debate is no longer simply
about whether to build settler homes, or
about how many can be justified. Govern-
ment ministers argue instead about the best
moment to annex vast areas of the West

Bank associated with so-called settlement
blocs such as Gush Etzion.

Israel’s imminent celebrations should lay
to rest any confusion that the occupation is
still considered temporary. But when occu-
pation becomes permanent, it metamor-
phoses into something far uglier.

It is past time to recognise that Israel has
established an apartheid regime and one
that serves as a vehicle for incremental eth-
nic cleansing. If there are to be talks, ending
that outrage must be their first task. CcT
Jonathan Cook won the Martha Gellhorn
Special Prize for Journalism. His latest books
are Israel and the Clash of Civilisations: Iraq,
Iran and the Plan to Remake the Middle East
(Pluto Press), and Disappearing Palestine:
Israel’s Experiments in Human Despair (Zed
Books). His website is www.jonathan-cook.net

Israel will be left
undisturbed once
again to seize
more dunams
and more goats

www.coldtype.net | May 2017 | ColdType 7


http://www.coldtype.net
http://www.jonathan-cook.net

Rogue State /1

A psychopathic policy
of violence and war

The USA and its Western allies may consider North Korea to be an enemy to
peace, but a peak at history shows where the real problem is, writes Paul Martin

America’s sole s one more US aircraft carrier steams

rationale for off to confront the North Koreans and
maintaining the threaten nuclear war once again, it is
ongoing conflict timely to recall that 60 years ago the
with North Korea United States and its allies (including a very
is to justify compliant New Zealand) began a genocidal
maintaining the bombing of every town and city in the north

of Korea. Millions of Koreans died. Since
that war ended, the largest and nuclear su-
perpower in the world has refused to sign a
peace treaty with North Korea, has stationed
thousands of troops and weapons along its
South Korean border and has regu-
larly threatened to nuke North
Korea, applied annual large
scale attack manoeuvres along
the border with North Ko-
rea, as well as implementing
sanctions that in several years _
since the war, caused mass star-
vation in the north. Small wonder
that the North Korean regime might
be considered paranoid and unstable!
Ironically, the United States has absolute-
ly no interest in the Korean peninsula and
its people; its sole rationale for maintaining
the ongoing conflict with North Korea is to
justify maintaining the extensive military
bases encircling China, with the support of
the Japanese. China has recently proposed

extensive military
bases encircling
China

Paul Martin, based
in New Zealand, is
the editor of www.

newantarctica.com “As a first step, the Democratic People’s Re-
where this article public of Korea (DPRK) may suspend its nu-
first appeared clear and missile activities in exchange for

8 ColdType | May 2017 | www.coldtype.net

the suspension of large-scale US-Republic
of Korea (ROK) military exercises,” but this
eminently reasonable offer has been once
again refused by the United States because
it would reduce the threat to China.

While the latest American president is
also considered unstable and unreliable,
it is important to recognise that every
American president’s foreign policy since
the 1900s has almost entirely consisted of
a psychopathic policy of violence and war
and repeated acts of genocide: in the Phil-
ippines, at Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
in Korea, Vietham and Laos, in

Iraq, and Libya, as well as support
for unspeakable acts of murder
and terror in South America.
Its full logistical and weaponry
support for the starvation of mil-
lions of Yemen’s children by Saudi
Arabia because they do not share the
Saudi regime’s extremist and sectarian
Wahhabist views, (ably supported in this
war of terror by its sycophantic ally, the
United Kingdom), tells you exactly where
the United States’ current moral and ethi-
cal foreign policy stands.

Its foreign policy does not recognise the
international rules of war or human rights
obligations; it stands above any necessity
for humanity or compassion or peaceful
solution to conflicts. It is in fact, a rogue
state. CcT
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6]Every Amerlcan presments E:
foreign policy since the 1900s has
almost entirely consisted of a

psychopathic policy of
violence and war and
repeated acts of genocide 9

Article Source: www.newantarctica.com/rogue-state-united-states-america
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Rogue State /2

Why North Korea isn’t
a threat to the USA

When it talks about nuking the US West Coast: BBC News massively hypes
the North Korean ‘threat,” say David Cromwell and David Edwards

This was blatant ne of the longstanding functions of

propaganda, the mainstream media is to channel
depicting North government ideology about who are
Korea as a serious “the Good Guys” - that’s “us” and our
threat to the allies - and who are the “Bad Guys” - “Pu-
United States, tin’s Russia,” “Saddam’s Iraq’, “Chavez’s
capable of hitting Venezuela,” “Gaddafi’s Libya” (until reha-

California with a
nuclear missile

bilitated for a while by Bush and Blair) and
North Korea.

Of course, “we” often help “Bad Guys” into
powet, even give them poison gas, sell them
arms, and support them through thick and
thin. But let’s put all that to one side.

Consider a recent BBC News at
Ten segment on the US, China
and North Korea that began
with presenter Huw Edwards
saying:  “President Trump g N
has said the United States will .
‘solve’ the threat posed by North
Korea’s nuclear programme. In an
interview with the Financial Times,
the president said the US would act alone
if China would not intervene. He made his
comments ahead of a visit to the US by
the Chinese president later this week. Our
North America editor, Jon Sopel, is at the
White House.

“And, Jon, what does this tell us then
about President Trump’s approach to this
upcoming visit?”

Jon Sopel: “Well, Huw, for all the talk of
surveillance and phone tapping and wire

10 ColdType | May 2017 | www.coldtype.net
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taps and Russia, this is the major strategic
national security issue, at least as far as
this White House is concerned. What to do
about North Korea and their growing abil-
ity, it seems, to launch a nuclear missile that
could hit the west coast of America.”

As we will see, far from being responsi-
ble, “impartial” journalism, this was blatant
propaganda, depicting North Korea as a se-
rious threat to the United States, capable of
hitting California with a nuclear missile.

Consider, by contrast, a careful analysis
by the US writer Adam Johnson, in a
piece for Fairness and Accuracy In

Reporting last month.

Johnson noted that: “Tensions
between the United States and
North Korea are making their
way back into the news after a

series of missile tests and presiden-

tial Twitter threats. Meanwhile, a con-
servative think tank - previously thought
all but dead - has seen a resurgence in rel-
evancy, thanks to its alignment with Donald
Trump. The result is that the Heritage Foun-
dation has provided much of the narrative
backbone for North Korean/US relations
in the age of Trump, making the rounds in
dozens of media articles and television ap-
pearances.”

Johnson continued: “One key feature of
reports on North Korea’s nuclear weapons
program is the Hypothetical Scary Nuke Map
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READY FOR WAR: The USS Carl Vinson on patrol in the Pacific Ocean. US President Donald Trump has used the threat of invasion to per-

suade North Korea to abandon tests of itc nuclear defences.

that shows an entirely hypothetical, not-yet-
proven-to-have-been-built intercontinental
ballistic missile hitting the US mainland.”

Two types of missile, known as KN-14
and KN-08, are depicted in media reports as
capable of reaching the United States. John-
son highlighted the crucial fact that: “These
missiles have not been tested by North Ko-
rea. In other words, the media have been
publishing misleading” maps that “buried
the fact that the range indicating the US
could be nuked had not, in fact, been dem-
onstrated.”

Recall Sopel’s words: “What to do about
North Korea and their growing ability, it
seems, to launch a nuclear missile that
could hit the west coast of America.”

The sole extent of Sopel’s journalistic
scrutiny was to insert two words, “it seems,”
in a report blatantly boosting the US propa-
ganda message of North Korea as a nuclear
“threat” capable of attacking the west coast
of the United States.

As for the right-wing Heritage Founda-
tion, Johnson raised questions about its
funding ties to the South Korean govern-
ment and to the US weapons industry: “In
the late ’90s, it was criticised for accept-
ing $1-million in funding directly from the
South Korean government. A 2015 report
in The Intercept (9/15/15) showed the cozy
relationship between the foundation and
military contractor Lockheed Martin, with
Heritage building the requisite marketing
collateral to lobby Congress to expand the
F-22 program, urging the purchase of 20
planes for resale to Japan, Australia and
‘possibly South Korea. ”

He also points out that: “The Heritage
Foundation has been incredibly influential
in the Trump administration, having writ-
ten many of its budget-slashing proposals
and shaping policy at a high level.”

On April 4, 2017, we emailed Sopel (jon.
sopel@bbc.co.uk):

“Dear Jon Sopel,

US Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class ZA. Landers

“A 2015 report

in The Intercept
(9/15/15)

showed the cozy
relationship
between the
Heritage
Foundation and
military contractor
Lockheed Martin”
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“The war in
Korea has
already destroyed
that nation of

20,000,000 people.

I have never seen
such devastation. I
have seen, I guess,
as much blood
and disaster as
any living man,
and it just curdled
my stomach, the
last time I was
there,” said US
General Douglas
MacArthur

“On last night’s BBC News at Ten you re-
ported that the White House is concerned
by ‘North Korea and their growing ability,
it seems, to launch a nuclear missile that
could hit the west coast of America’

“But surely responsible journalism
should include scrutiny of government
claims, rather than channelling them un-
critically to your audience? Indeed, BBC ed-
itorial guidelines say that journalists must
show ‘appropriate scrutiny . . . to those who
are in government, or hold power and re-
sponsibility. You have not done so here.

“By contrast, US media analyst Adam
Johnson has examined the claims surround-
ing the supposed threat posed by North Ko-
rea’s missile programme. Many of the lurid
claims and ‘scary nuke maps’ originate with
the right-wing Heritage Foundation which
has (or had) funding links to South Korea
and US military contractor Lockheed Mar-
tin.

“Crucially, Johnson notes of the missiles
that are depicted as being able to hit the
west coast of America: ‘These missiles have
not been tested by North Korea.

“Even a BBC News article concludes of
the claim for long-range nuclear missiles:
‘experts have cast doubts on this given the
lack of evidence!

“Why did your report not include these
balancing facts and concerns?”

Sopel did not reply.

When the US devastated Korea

Current news coverage about North Ko-
rea omits significant history. The fact that
the United States devastated the Korean
peninsula in the 1950s is regularly buried.
US General Douglas MacArthur testified
to Congress in 1951 that: “The war in Ko-
rea has already destroyed that nation of
20,000,000 people. I have never seen such
devastation. I have seen, I guess, as much
blood and disaster as any living man, and
it just curdled my stomach, the last time I
was there. After I looked at that wreckage
and those thousands of women and chil-
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dren and everything, I vomited.” (Napalm
- An American Biography, by Robert Neer,
Belknap Press, 2013)

US Air Force General Curtis LeMay was
quoted in the same book: “We burned
down just about every city in North Korea
and South Korea both . . . we killed off over
a million civilians and drove several million
more from their homes, with the inevitable
additional tragedies bound to ensue.”

All this is regularly forgotten in news re-
ports about North and South Korea today.
Instead, BBC News and other outlets dutiful-
ly report, without blinking, that: “US Vice-
President Mike Pence has said his country’s
‘era of strategic patience’ with North Korea
is over.”

One BBC News article stated: “North Ko-
rea has long been seen to use provocation
and brinkmanship to raise tension for its
own strategic advantage.”

That this sentence applies to the United
States in global affairs, where it goes beyond
brinkmanship into actual full-scale invasion
and war, is an irony that will not be lost on
many readers.

As if on cue, the US Navy has provoked
North Korea by deploying a strike force, in-
cluding a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, in
its direction. The Guardian said this was “to
provide a presence near the Korean penin-
sula.” Why the US should provide “a pres-
ence” is not questioned; it is simply taken
for granted that Washington is the world’s
policeman. The Guardian also noted casu-
ally that the recent “US strike against a Syr-
ian base is also being seen as a warning to
North Korea.”

Again, it is just a given that the US is en-
titled to make such threats.

In an interview with Democracy Now!,
Noam Chomsky sketched the more recent
history of US - North Korea relations that
is also routinely missing from mainstream
media reporting: “In 1994, [Bill] Clinton
made - established what was called the
Framework Agreement with North Korea.
North Korea would terminate its efforts to
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develop nuclear weapons. The US would
reduce hostile acts. It more or less worked,
and neither side lived up to it totally, but,
by 2000, North Korea had not proceed-
ed with its nuclear weapons programs.
George W. Bush came in and immediately
launched an assault on North Korea - you
know, ‘axis of evil; sanctions and so on.
North Korea turned to producing nuclear
weapons. In 2005, there was an agree-
ment between North Korea and the United
States, a pretty sensible agreement. North
Korea agreed to terminate its development
of nuclear weapons. In return, it called for
a nonaggression pact. So, stop making hos-
tile threats, relief from harsh sanctions, and
provision of a system to provide North Ko-
rea with low-enriched uranium for medical
and other purposes - that was the propos-
al. George Bush instantly tore it to shreds.

Rogue State /2

Within days, the US was imposing - trying
to disrupt North Korean financial transac-
tions with other countries through Macau
and elsewhere. North Korea backed off,
started building nuclear weapons again.
I mean, maybe you can say it’s the worst
regime in history, whatever you like, but
they have been following a pretty rational
tit-for-tat policy.”

Thus, despite standard media misrepre-
sentations to the contrary, North Korea has
been following “a pretty rational policy”
in the face of “hostile acts” and “harsh
sanctions” from, in particular, the US. You
would never know that if you relied solely
on mainstream media such as BBC News.
David Cromwell and David Edwards are co-
editors of Medialens, the UK media watchdog
- www.medialens.org CcT

“I mean, maybe
you can say it’s the
worst regime in
history, whatever

you like, but

they have been
following a pretty
rational tit-for-tat

policy”
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Trump almost forgot
he wants to bomb Iran

First Syria, then North Korea, now the neoconservatives have turned
their sights onto Tehran, writes Darius Shahtahmasebi

Missing from this
oversimplification
of world events

is the fact that
between 1994
and 2002, the

US was on track
to keep a lid on
nuclear programs
in North Korea
and the fact that
the second Bush
administration
destroyed this
progress

ogether with the mainstream media,

the United States government has been

so distracted playing a game of chicken

with adversary states Syria and North
Korea that the establishment almost forgot
to tie all these developments back to the
end-game of the Middle East: Iran. However,
things are seemingly back on track for the
neoconservative agenda to confront Iran and
do what previous administrations failed.

However, things are seemingly back on
track for the neoconservatives’ agenda
to finally confront Iran and do what
previous administrations failed
to do directly. As the Jerusalem
Post notes, US Defense Secretary
James “Mad Dog” Mattis just
landed in Israel “to talk ‘TIran,
Iran, Iran.”

Mattis and Israel’s Defence Min-
ister Avigdor Liberman previously met
in Washington in March to discuss issues
such as the war in Syria and the “threats
posed by Iran”

The Post also notes: “Known as a hawk
on issues related to Iran, last month in Lon-
don Mattis recalled a statement he made in
2012 in which he stated that the three gravest
threats to American national security were
‘Iran, Iran, Iran, an echo of Liberman’s state-
ment at the Munich Security Conference in
February that main challenges facing the re-
gion were ‘Iran, Iran, Iran.”
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After meeting with senior Saudi officials
in Riyadh, Mattis told reporters that “every-
where you look, if there is trouble in the re-
gion, you find Iran.”

Reuters reported that Mattis also said
Iran’s “destabilising influence” in the Middle
East would have to be overcome to end the
Yemen war; the US is weighing increasing its
support for the Saudi-led coalition currently
attacking the war-torn country.

Shortly after the US attacked Syria at the

beginning of April, the US ambassador
to the UN, Nikki Haley, turned the
focus of the war on Syria toward

Iran, demonstrating once again
America’s unwavering infatu-
ation with a war against the
country: “Then, you know, you
have to look at the Iranian influ-
ence and the fact that we've got to
get that out. Syria is in such sad shape,
but it doesn’t have to be that way. If you look
back, so many things could have been done
to prevent where we are today. And that’s
what we need to focus on now,” Haley said,
as reported by Fox News.

On top of all of this, Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson also chimed in, saying: “This deal
[the Iranian nuclear accord reached in 2015]
represents the same failed approach of the
past that brought us to the current imminent
threat we face in North Korea. The Trump ad-
ministration has no intention of passing the
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buck to a future administration on Iran. The
evidence is clear - Iran’s provocative actions
threaten the US, the region, and the world.”

Missing from this oversimplification of
world events is the fact that, between 1994
and 2002, the US was on track to keep a lid
on nuclear programs in North Korea and the
fact that the second Bush administration
destroyed this progress. Rather, Bush taught
states such as North Korea and Iran a very
valuable lesson by invading Iraq in 2003. In
Iran and North Korea’s eyes, Saddam Hus-
sein’s mistake was not having nuclear weap-
ons because it would have been a deterrent
against a US invasion. The same can be said of
Libya, and a similar sentiment was noted by
Muammar Gaddafi’'s own son when he was
interviewed during the NATO air war. “Many
countries, Iran and North Korea among them,
told us it was our mistake to have stopped de-
veloping long-range missiles and to become
friendly with the West. One should never trust
the West and should always be on alert,” Saif
al-Islam Gaddafi told RT.

Tillerson also resorted to the claim that
Iran is the leading state sponsor of terrorism,
an allegation that poses a number of direct
conflicts with reality. Iran may support Hez-
bollah, but this is a group that heavily fights
against ISIS, something Trump told us was
his number one priority. Iranian involve-
ment in Yemen is almost nonexistent in light
of the fact the mainstream media has rarely
produced a shred of evidence to back up the
claim

From the Washington Post: “Yet as [the
author] argues in a recent article in the
May 2016 issue of International Affairs, the
Chatham House journal, Tehran’s support
for the Houthis is limited, and its influence
in Yemen is marginal. It is inaccurate to claim
that the Houthis are Iranian proxies.

“Instead, the war in Yemen is driven by
local grievances and competition for power
among Yemeni actors. The Houthis and Saleh
want to overturn the political order that
emerged after the uprisings of 2011: Saleh
wants to return to power, having lost the

presidency in the wake of popular protests,
while the Houthis want a greater say in na-
tional affairs.”

Despite these glaring omissions from the
Trump administration’s narrative, Iran - with
its nonexistent nukes and years of crippling
US-imposed sanctions - is allegedly the big-
gest threat to world peace and somehow re-
tains the revenue to out-sponsor Saudi Arabia
when it comes to terrorism. Hillary Clinton’s
leaked emails indicate she was aware that
Saudi Arabia and Qatar directly fund ISIS, yet
Tillerson is not concerned with this.

It is unclear how much of the American
public or the world’s population buy this
anti-Iranian rhetoric. According to an in-
ternational poll across 65 countries, much
of the international community considers
the United States to be the biggest threat to
world peace - not Iran or North Korea.

So why does the US consider Iran to be a
threat? One way of looking at it is to assess
what was aptly described by Noam Chomsky:
“Why is Iran regarded here as the greatest
threat to world peace? . . . They [the intelli-
gence community] say Iran has very low mili-
tary spending, even by the standards of the
region, much lower than Saudi Arabia, Israel,
[and] others. Its strategy is defensive. They
want to deter attacks long enough for diplo-
macy to be entertained. The conclusion, intel-
ligence conclusion - this is a couple years ago
— is: If they are developing nuclear weapons,
which we don’t know, but if they are, it would
be part of their deterrent strategy.”

In case you're wondering where this is
all headed, consider that Israel is preparing
for its next war with Hezbollah, something
Israeli military officials have warned will be
“bloody.” In response, Syrian officials have
said Syria will support Hezbollah, which is
unsurprising considering Syria has been on
the receiving end of Israeli missiles for years.

If the US can’t get to Iran in a more direct
way, this will be the road map that can bring
a conflict with Iran out into the open and
pave the way for a direct military confronta-
tion between the United States and Iran. CT
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According to an
international

poll across 65
countries, much of
the international
community
considers the United
States to be the
biggest threat to
world peace — not
Iran or North Korea

Darius
Shahtahmasebi
wrote this article for
www. anti-media.com
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America First!

What does that mean?

William J. Astore says Washington doesn’t have to venture very far
In its quest for unstable leaders with unhinged nuclear ambitions

across the Greater Middle East are on that

Most Americans believe the spin that

President Trump’s hat does an “America-first” foreign

generals have policy look like under President  classic “table” in Washington where “all op-
begun to unleash Donald Trump? As a start, forget  tions” are supposedly kept.

that military in a the ancient label of “isolationism.”

manner the Obama With the end of Trump’s first 100 days ap-  the US military is all about deterring and
administration, proaching, it looks more like a military-first ~ preventing attacks on the homeland, espe-
hardly shy about policy aimed at achieving global hegemony,  cially those orchestrated by “radical Islamic
bombing or which means it’s a potential doomsday ma-  terrorism.” Sold as a deterrent, Washington’s
surging, deemed chine. national security state has, in fact, exploded
both excessive and Candidate Trump vowed he’d make the  into something that increasingly resembles
risky to civilians USmilitary so strong that he wouldn’t

have to use it, since no one would
dare attack us - deterrence, in a
word. The on-the-ground (or
in-the-air) reality is already far
different. President Trump’s
generals have begun to un-
leash that military in a man-
ner the Obama administration,
hardly shy about bombing or surg-

ing, deemed both excessive and risky to
civilians. Last month, 59 US cruise missiles
(value: $60-million) pummelled an airbase
in Syria, a profligate response to a chemical
weapons attack in that country which may
yet lead to further escalation. Meanwhile,
US weapons are to be sold to Sunni monar-
chies in the Persian Gulf with less concern
than ever for human rights abuses, and the
Saudis will be provided with yet more of the
support they demand for their devastating
war on civilians in Yemen. Doubtless fur-
ther military interventions and escalations
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a mechanism for permanent war. Ig-
norant of the most basic military

5 gy " strategy, impulsive and bombas-
Gve tic, its present commander-in-
= . ¥ s 3

chief is being enabled by bel-
licose advisers and the men he
calls “my generals,” who dream
of ever bigger budgets. (Even
Trump’s promise of a $54-billion
boost to Pentagon spending this
coming fiscal year isn’t enough for some
senior military officers.)

The realities of trump’s new era of winning

Welcome to Trump’s new era of winning. It’s
not really about ending wars, but exerting
“global reach/global power” while selling
loads of weaponry. It promises to spread or
prolong chaos in Iraq, Yemen, and possibly
Iran, among other countries. In the Greater
Middle East, US-led efforts have produced
a war-torn Iraq that’s splitting at the seams.
US drone strikes and support for an ongoing
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BLAST OFF! A Tomahawk missile is launched from the USS Ross during the United States’ attack on an Syrian air base after an alleged
sarin attack by the Syrian air force.

Saudi air campaign have left Yemen lurching
toward famine. Syria remains a humanitar-
ian disaster, torn by war even as additional
US troops are deployed there. (The Penta-
gon won't say how many, telling us instead
to focus on “capabilities” rather than boots
on the ground.) Further east, the never-
ending war in Afghanistan is, in Pentagon-
speak, “stalemated,” which means that
the Taliban is actually gaining ground as a
new Washington surge-to-nowhere looms.
Looking west and south, Africa is the latest
playground for the US military’s special ops
community as the Trump administration
prepares, among other things, to ramp up
operations in Somalia.

To Trump and his generals, an “America-
first” approach to such problems actually
means putting the military first, second,
and third. It helps that they can’t imagine

US Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Robert S. Price

the actions of that military as destabilising.
(Possible future headline: Trump destroys
Syria in order to save it.) According to Gen-
eral Joseph Votel, head of US Central Com-
mand, for instance, the country that poses
“the greatest long-term threat to stability”
in the Middle East is Iran, a sentiment sec-
onded by retired general James Mattis, the
secretary of defense.

You might excuse the Iranians, as well
as the Russians and the Chinese, for think-
ing differently. To them, the United States is
clearly the most destabilising entity in the
world. If you were Chinese or Russian or
Shia Muslim, how might US military activi-
ties appear to you?

*  Expansionist? Check.

* Dedicated to dominance via colossal
military spending and global intervention-
ism? Check.

To the Russians
and the Chinese,
the United States
is clearly the most
destabilising entity
in the world
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With the post-

9/11 addition of
the Department

of Homeland
Security and ever
more intelligence
agencies (17 major
ones at last count),
the complex only
continues to grow
beyond all civilian
control

* Committed to economic and ideo-
logical hegemony via powerful banking
and financial interests that seek to control
world markets in the name of keeping them
“free”? Check.

Wouldn’t that be a logical, if unsavoury,
assessment? To many outsiders, US leaders
seem like the world’s leading armed meddlers
(and arms merchants), a perception support-
ed by soaring military action and sinking di-
plomacy under Trump. Serious cuts in fund-
ing loom at the State Department, even as the
Pentagon budget is being boosted (yet again).
To outside observers, Washington’s ambitions
seem clear: global dominance, achieved and
enforced by that “very, very strong” military
that candidate Trump claimed he’d never
have to use, but is already employing with
gusto, if not abandon.

Never underestimate the power of the
military-industrial complex

Why do Trump’s “America-first” policies
add up to military first ones? Why is the
Pentagon budget, along with actual military
operations, surging on his watch?

More than half a century ago, sociolo-
gist C. Wright Mills offered answers that still
seem as fresh as this morning’s news. In his
1958 essay, “The Structure of Power in Amer-
ican Society,” he dissected the country’s “tri-
angle of power.” It consisted, he explained,
of corporate leaders, senior military men,
and politicians working in concert, but also
in a manner that merged corporate agendas
with military designs. That combination, he
suggested, was degrading the ability of poli-
ticians to moderate and control corporate-
military imperatives (assuming the latter
even wanted to try).

“The [US] military order,” Mills wrote,
“once a slim establishment [operating] in a
context of civilian distrust, has become the
largest and most expensive feature of gov-
ernment; behind smiling public relations, it
has all the grim and clumsy efficiency of a
great and sprawling bureaucracy. The high
military have gained decisive political and
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economic relevance. The seemingly perma-
nent military threat places a premium upon
them and virtually all political and econom-
ic actions are now judged in terms of mili-
tary definitions of reality.”

For him, the dangerwas plain enough: the
“coincidence of military domain and corpo-
rate realm strengthens both of them and fur-
ther subordinates the merely political man.
Not the party politician, but the corporation
executive, is now more likely to sit with the
military to answer the question: What is to
be done?”

Consider the makeup of Trump’s admin-
istration, a riot of billionaires and multi-
millionaires. His secretary of state, former
ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson, may not be
much of a diplomat. Indeed, he seems unin-
terested in the advice of career State Depart-
ment personnel, but he does know his way
around corporate boardrooms. Trump’s na-
tional security adviser and his secretaries of
defense and homeland security are all either
serving generals or recently retired ones. In
Trump’s inner circle, corporate executives
do indeed sit with senior military men to
decide what is to be done.

Soon after Mills issued his prophetic cri-
tique of America’s power elite, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower warned about the
growing dangers of a military-industrial
complex. Since then, Ike’s complex has only
expanded in power. With the post-9/11 ad-
dition of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and ever more intelligence agencies
(17 major ones at last count), the complex
only continues to grow beyond all civilian
control. Its dominant position astride the
government is nearly unchallengeable. Fig-
uratively speaking, it’s the king of Capitol
Hill.

Candidate Trump may have complained
about the US wasting trillions of dollars
in its recent foreign conflicts, invasions,
and occupations, but plenty of American
corporations profited from those “regime
changes.” After you flatten political states
like Iraqg, you can rearm them. When not
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selling weapons to them or rebuilding the
infrastructure you blew up, you can exploit
them for resources. Seemingly never-ending
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are an illustra-
tion of what happens when corporate inter-
ests merge with military imperatives.

While both Mills and Eisenhower warned
of such developments, even they might
have been startled by the America of 2017.
By now, the post-draft, “all volunteer” pro-
fessional military has become remarkably
estranged, if not divorced, from the wider
populace, a separation aggravated by an
ongoing cult of the warrior within its ranks.
Not only are Americans increasingly iso-
lated from “their” war-fighter military, but
from America’s wars as well. These continue
to be waged without formal congressional
declarations and with next to no congres-
sional oversight. Combine this with the
Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision,
which translated corporate money directly
into political activism, and you have what is
increasingly a one percent governing system
in which a billionaire president presides over
the wealthiest cabinet in history in what is
now a war capital, while an ever-expanding
corporate-military nexus embodies the dir-
est of fears of Mills and Eisenhower.

America’s runaway military machine has
little to do these days with deterrence and
much to do with the continuation of a state
of permanent war. Put it all together and
you have a formula for disaster.

Deterring our way to doomsday
Who put America’s oil under all those Mid-
dle Eastern deserts? That was the question
antiwar demonstrators asked with a certain
grim humour before the invasion of Irag. In
Trump’s oft-stated opinion, the US should
indeed have just taken Iraq’s oil after the
2003 invasion. If nothing else, he said plain-
ly what many Americans believed, and what
various multinational oil companies were
essentially seeking to do.

Consider here the plight of President
Jimmy Carter. Nearly 40 years ago, Carter
urged Americans to scale back their ap-

petites, start conserving energy, and free
themselves from a crippling dependency on
foreign oil and the unbridled consumption
of material goods. After critics termed it his
“malaise” speech, Carter did an about-face,
boosting military spending and establish-
ing the Carter Doctrine to protect Persian
Gulf oil as a vital US national interest. The
American people responded by electing
Ronald Reagan anyway. As Americans con-
tinue to enjoy a consumption-driven life-
style that gobbles up roughly 25 percent of
the world’s production of fossil fuels (while
representing only 3 percent of the world’s
population), the smart money in the White
House is working feverishly to open ever
more fuel taps globally. Trillions of dollars
are at stake.

Small wonder that, on becoming presi-
dent, Trump acted quickly to speed the
building of new pipelines delayed or nixed
by President Obama while ripping up en-
vironmental protections related to fossil
fuel production. Accelerated domestic pro-
duction, along with cooperation from the
Saudis - Trump’s recent Muslim bans care-
fully skipped targeting the one country that
provided 15 of the 19 terrorists in the 9/11
attacks - should keep fuel flowing, profits
growing, and world sea levels rising.

One data point here: The US military
alone guzzles more fossil fuel than the entire
country of Sweden. When it comes to energy
consumption, our armed forces are truly sec-
ond to none.

With its massive oil reserves, the Middle
East remains a hotbed in the world’s ongo-
ing resource wars, as well as its religious
and ethnic conflicts, exacerbated by terror-
ism and the destabilising attacks of the US
military. Under the circumstances, when it
comes to future global disaster, it’s not that
hard to imagine that today’s Middle East
could serve as the equivalent of the Balkans
of World War I infamy.

If Gavrilo Princip, a Serbian “Black Hand”
terrorist operating in a war-torn and much-
disputed region, could set the world aflame
in 1914, why not an ISIS terrorist just over a
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Is North Korea’s
Kim Jong-un the
only unstable
leader with
unhinged nuclear
ambitions currently
at work on the
world stage?

century later? Consider the many fault lines
today in that region and the forces involved,
including Russia, Turkey, Iran, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, and the United States, all ostensibly
working together to combat terrorism even
as they position themselves to maximize
their own advantage and take down one an-
other. Under such circumstances, a political
temblor followed by a geo-political earth-
quake seems unbearably possible. And if not
an ISIS temblor followed by major quake in
the Middle East, there’s no shortage of other
possible global fault lines in an increasingly
edgy world - from sabre-rattling contests
with North Korea to jousting over Chinese-
built artificial islands in the South China Sea.

As an historian, I've spent much time
studying the 20th-century German military.
In the years leading up to World War I, Ger-
many was emerging as the superpower of
its day, yet paradoxically it imagined itself
as increasingly hemmed in by enemies, a
nation surrounded and oppressed. Its lead-
ers especially feared a surging Russia. This
fear drove them to launch a preemptive
war against that country. (Admittedly, they
attacked France first in 1914, but that’s an-
other story.) That incredibly risky and costly
war, sparked in the Balkans, failed disas-
trously and yet it would only be repeated
on an even more horrific level 25 years later.
The result: tens of millions of dead across
the planet and a total defeat that finally put
an end to German designs for global domi-
nance. The German military, praised as the
“world’s best” by its leaders and sold to its
people as a deterrent force, morphed during
those two world wars into a doomsday ma-
chine that bled the country white, while en-
suring the destruction of significant swaths
of the planet.

Today, the US military similarly praises
itself as the “world’s best,” even as it imag-
ines itself surrounded by powerful threats
(China, Russia, a nuclear North Korea, and
global terrorism, to start a list). Sold to the
American people during the Cold War as a
deterrent force, a pillar of stability against
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communist domino-tippers, that military
has by now morphed into a potential tip-
ping force all its own.

Recall here that the Trump administra-
tion has reaffirmed America’s quest for
overwhelming nuclear supremacy. It has
called for a “new approach” to North Korea
and its nuclear weapons program. (What-
ever that may mean, it’s not a reference to
diplomacy.) Even as nuclear buildups and
brinksmanship loom, Washington contin-
ues to spread weaponry - it’s the greatest
arms merchant of the 21st-century by a wide
mark - and chaos around the planet, spin-
ning its efforts as a “war on terror” and sell-
ing them as the only way to “win.”

In May 1945, when the curtain fell on
Germany’s last gasp for global dominance,
the world was fortunately still innocent of
nuclear weapons. It’s different now. Today’s
planet is, if anything, over-endowed with
potential doomsday machines - from those
nukes to the greenhouse gas emissions that
cause global warming.

That’s why it’s vitally important to recog-
nize that President Trump’s “America-first”
policies are anything but isolationist in the
old 20th-century meaning of the term; that
his talk of finally winning again is a recipe for
prolonging wars guaranteed to create more
chaos and more failed states in the Greater
Middle East and possibly beyond; and that
an already dangerous Cold War policy of
“deterrence,” whether against conventional
or nuclear attacks, may now have become a
machine for perpetual war that could, given
Trump’s bellicosity, explode into some ver-
sion of doomsday.

Or, to put the matter another way, con-
sider this question: Is North Korea’s Kim
Jong-un the only unstable leader with un-
hinged nuclear ambitions currently at work
on the world stage? CcT
William Astore is a retired lieutenant colonel
(USAF) and history professor,. He blogs at
www.bracingviews.com — This essay first
appeared at www.tomdispatch.com
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In The Picture

Marching
(and barking)

for science

Scientists and science enthusiasts in London
joined hundreds of thousands of people in
more than 400 locations across the globe on
April 22, to recognise scientific progress, raise
awareness of scientific discovery, and defend
scientific integrity from the regressive policies
of US President Donald Trump. Huge crowds
gathered outside the Science Museum before
heading to a rally in Parliament Square

Photographs by Ron Fassbender, a London-
based freelance photographer. His Flickr feed is:
www.flickrcom/theweeklybull/albums

Read more about the march at
www.sciencemarch.london
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What Beckons?

Psycho-history in
the age of Trump

As political uncertainty descends, what is to become of our assumptions
of personal freedom and national democracy? asks Chellis Glendinning

We inhabit a
topsy-turvy,
post-truth world
defined by the
uncertainty
produced by
Trump’s emotional
instabilities,
post-modern
media circus,
and ideological
manoeuvres

s befits the times, I have been study-

ing Nikolaus Wachsmann’s book, KL:

A History of the Nazi Concentration

Camps (“concentration camps” trans-
late as Konzentrationslager, hence “KL”) and
re-reading Uprooted Minds: Surviving the
Politics of Terror in the Americas, by Nan-
cy Caro Hollander. As a resident of Bolivia,
I've also had the chance to befriend Latin
American activists who were jailed and
tortured, or fled, during the dictatorships
of the 1970s-80s - including one man who
was among the very few to escape a mas-
sacre committed by the same battalion that
years earlier had murdered Che Guevara
(Interview With a Revolutionary, ColdType
Issue 121, 2016), and another who fled, di-
rectly from being tortured, to the airport to
escape to Sweden, his jaw broken and blood
soaking his shirt.

Comparisons between Nazi Germany and
Trump’s US-in-process abound these days.
Naomi Wolfe has enlightened us with her
recipe of actions cooked up by governments
aiming for hegemonic control of populace,
military, and institutions in her book, The
End of America. Through the decades, US
progressives have been regaled with grape-
vine rumours that camps, such as those
used to corral Japanese-Americans during
World War II, are being outfitted to house
“subversives” and “terrorists.” And as Ivan
Krastev writes in the New York Times (The
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Rise of the Paranoid Citizen, 16 March 2017),
“Yet the fundamental change in democratic
politics is that when political identities are
based on shared conspiracy theories, peo-
ple are committed not to finding truth but
to revealing secrets.” Read: consciously-con-
structed, interest-based inventions or well
launched unconscious projections.

It’s true: we inhabit a topsy-turvy, post-
truth world defined by the uncertainty pro-
duced by Trump’s emotional instabilities,
post-modern media circus, and ideological
manoeuvres. So what’s a citizen who har-
bours a long-standing assumption of per-
sonal freedom and national democracy to
do?

The transition from today’s more-or-less
democracy to outright fascism is often im-
agined as an overnight event - as indeed it
was on September 11, 1973, in Chile with the
early-morning coup d’état that led to Presi-
dent Allende’s death and the demolition of
the country’s democratic-socialist project.
Historian Nancy Caro Hollander’s inter-
views with survivors of such transitions in
Uruguay and Argentina reveal a slower,
step-by-step process. Her interest is the evo-
lution of theory and practice in the psycho-
analytic community, before and through
the dictatorships, and her interviewees tend
to be analysts who favoured the merging of
human-rights politics with psychoanalysis
and made their services available to poor
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REMEMBERING ARGENTINA'S DISAPPEARED: Collections of photos from families whose children and grandchildren had disappeared

during the country’s years of fascist rule.

and working-class communities and, as
repression increased, to the tortured and
families of the disappeared. Said interview-
ees describe not only the strain on their pa-
tients, but also their own inner tensions. As
client loads became weighted toward those
targeted by the military, analysts came to
know too much for their own good. Deci-
sions to stay or leave had to be made, often
instantaneously, but living under a veil of
not knowing how far things would be tak-
en, they themselves became subject to the
tangled thinking induced by panic and the
near-total erasure of logic that denial offers.

Such responses are endemic to life-and-
death predicaments infused with ambigu-
ity. Unless one’s name appears on a death-
squad list for all to see, the psyche is vul-
nerable to any number of defences. In the
late-1970s, before the movie The China Syn-
drome and the near-meltdown of the Three
Mile Island reactor contributed to the deto-
nation of anti-nuclear sentiment crystallis-
ing as the Nuclear Freeze effort, psychiatrist
Carol Wolman applied feminist conscious-

ness-raising principles to life under the hair-
trigger threat of the arms race.

In discussion groups she uncovered a
host of psychic mechanisms people had
been using for decades to avoid thinking
about nuclear weapons: dissociation as in
disconnecting one’s self from the problem,
such as, “We’ll be fine. Northern California
is the only region that will escape the toxic
cloud;” splitting, believing in two contradic-
tory things at the same time, such as think-
ing that US weapons are beneficial while So-
viet arms are evil incarnate; flat-out denial
that an untoward event would ever occur; a
sense of grandiosity, for instance, that one’s
study group will stop the arms race; escap-
ism into hedonism or a flurry of activity;
displacement, segueing concern onto other
social issues that seem more manageable,
like donating to the school choir.

Meanwhile, in his acclaimed study of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki survivors, Death in
Life, psychiatrist Robert Jay Lifton identified
the response to the “unspeakable” - and
unfeelable - as psychic numbing.

Photo: Giselle Bordoy, MWAR

A doctor in
Uruguay who

was treating a
Tupamaro militant
discounted his
own vulnerability
- until the day he
himself was taken
prisoner.
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What Beckons?

At one point, in
1933-35, German
state officials,
legal authorities
and even some
SS commanders
demanded

and gained a
downsizing of
the prison camps
by thousands of
releases —and a
popular push to
shut the camps
down entirely
emerged

Given that her interviewees were eager to
talk about their experiences and vulnerabil-
ities, Hollander uncovered similar defences
amid the muddle of truth and lies that arise
as a society embarks on the road from being
relatively open to egregiously totalitarian.
First, as government repression morphed
into out-and-out fascism, so psychological
disorders mushroomed. Mental health pro-
fessionals boasted packed schedules, and,
years later, when interviewed, they spoke
of using the same unconscious defences as
their clients had.

Denial was extensive, as patients and
practitioners alike clung to fantasies of
“normality” and attempted to live as they
had before, sometimes the only bones
thrown to admitting awareness of a change
being clearing out their houses of subver-
sive material. After the coup, some Chileans
sought relief by insisting that the US State
Department and CIA (clearly unmanage-
able entities) could not have orchestrated
it. Splitting was rampant. As an analyst in
Uruguay explained: “I continued to believe
in democracy when I was living in a coun-
try that was already totalitarian.” Dissocia-
tion abounded as well. A doctor who was
treating a Uruguayan Tupamaro militant
discounted his own vulnerability - until the
day he himself was taken prisoner. An Ar-
gentine theatre director trained in psychoa-
nalysis, said: “I employed an instrumental
dissociation in order to go on . .. I told my-
self it would be all right, that I wasn’t a guer-
rilla, only a playwright whose theatre dealt
with the human condition.” The military
came for him in 1978.

After regaling myself with research into
the vagaries of the human psyche in jeop-
ardy, to enhance my understanding of the
process of escalation toward sadistic fas-
cism I turned to Nazi Germany and its
creation of death camps. I mentioned my
investigation to a friend, a Guatemalan an-
thropologist who grew up during the geno-
cides and massacres of the 1970s-"80s. One
might guess that, given his background,
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he would bitterly blurt out that the gov-
ernment absolutely knew from the get-go
that its ultimate goal was to gas millions
of criminals, social “deviants,” and racially
“unacceptables.” Such a belief is exactly the
kind of public misconception that Wachs-
mann corrects as he weaves together the
subjective experience of the military, the
police, the detainees inside the camps, and
the populace outside them into a single,
painstakingly researched narrative. In fact
(and I use that word because Wachsmann is
a thorough historian of Nazism with three
books under his belt before KL), the devolu-
tion into death factories where dead bodies
were produced as if candy bars on assem-
bly lines was not imagined from the get-go.
The journey to that end was a years-long,
labyrinthine process fuelled by the chaotic
decentralisation of the early camps: a seat-
of-the-pants experimentation that led to
constantly changing goals and techniques,
political pressures that sometimes grew and
sometimes waned, and the capture of ab-
solute power by Adolf Hitler. At one point,
in 1933-35, state officials, legal authorities
and even some SS commanders demanded
and gained a downsizing of the camps by
thousands of releases - and a popular push
to shut the camps down entirely emerged.
It was only scrapped due to the insistence
and political pull of SS honcho/police com-
mander Heinrich Himmler.

At first, the camps were a hodge-podge
of state prisons, existing workhouses,
vacant hotels, and even pubs run by whoev-
er was available among the Sturmabteilung
(SA), the Schutzstaffel (SS), and the police.
A potpourri of structures and rules existed,
and treatment has been reported as rela-
tively bearable, with inmates often released.
The earliest targets were political resisters
- communists, nationalists, and social dem-
ocrats - as well as criminals, “beggars and
vagabonds,” particularly as the 1934 Olym-
pics in Berlin approached. But perhaps we
could say that “the handwriting was on the
wall.”
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The first wave of violence - kicking and
punching - erupted in 1933. The hands-on
perpetrators, the guards, were often poor
and working-class men who felt wronged by
society and whose anger had been fanned by
instruction that inmates represented the very
“scum,” “swine,” and “cancer” that threat-
ened Germany purity. Leaders were typically
those humiliated by German defeat in World
War I, then radicalised in paramilitary strug-
gles against the reformist, social democratic
Weimar Republic. Occasional outbursts of
cruelty developed into institutional deploy-
ment of truncheons, whips, hoses, force-
feedings, sexual abuse, perverse medical
experiments, and sporadic individual and
group killings. Devolution into outright ob-
literation was not far behind.

Surprisingly to me, the Nazis actually
cared about public image - at least in the
beginning. When prominent pacifist Carl
von Ossietzky was imprisoned in 1933, held
up as a trophy prisoner and openly abused,
an international campaign to award him
the Nobel Peace Prize was mounted. Feel-
ing the pressure, in 1936 the government
moved him out of prison into a hospital. He
won the Nobel.

Yet, as Hitler solidified his grip within
Germany, and as he steered war strategy
toward brazen confrontations, conquering
most of Europe by 1941, foreign opinion
mattered less and less. All prisoner releas-
es were banned and able inmates worked
to death in the “Annihilation Work” pro-
gramme. SS higher-ups and guards felt
the license to unleash a pandemonium of
sadism. Increasingly, Jews became the pre-
ferred scapegoat. That so many resisters of
Nazism were Jews was seen as verification
of a link between them and the “deviance”
of “Jewish Bolshevism.” As Wachsmann
puts it, “Radical anti-Semitism was part of
the Camp SS code, a wild mix of traditional
prejudice, racial mania, perverse fanta-
sies, and political paranoia.” Upon arrival,
guards began either to send them directly
from the train to the gas chambers or cat-

What Beckons?

egorise them to accentuate inferior status
by requiring the six-sided star badge. Anti-
semitic ritual humiliation, maltreatment,
and violence proliferated. 1941 was the year
the KL stepped over the line, from killing
the disabled and infirm because they were
useless to slaughtering thousands of Soviet
POWs. Calculated extermination of the Jew-
ish population followed.

We might ask: How is such history rele-
vant to this moment? Hollander and Wachs-
mann both highlight the prominence of
ambiguity, uncertainty, and disorientation
that reigns for victims and perpetrators as
circumstances unfold. Given our current
situation, we might do well to recall the
old saw so popular during the anti-nuclear
movement of the 1980s: If a frog is thrown
into boiling water, it will jump out; but if the
frog is placed in cold water that is brought
gradually to a boil, it won’t notice and will
be cooked unknowingly.

If we can apply lessons learned from simi-
lar or metaphoric predicaments of the past,
we might just become driven less by the vicis-
situdes of disorientation and fear and more
grounded in reality. Albeit, without a crystal
ball, the most crucial question remains as
unanswered as it did for people of the past.
How much can President Trump and his
accomplices achieve on this express flight
to dismantling democratic balances, unin-
hibited industrialisation, hyper-militarism,
social-service demolition, economic auster-
ity, and license to murder the planet? One
of Hollander’s points is that when we break
out of our numbing and reject our helpless-
ness by actively mobilising the resistance, we
become less fearful, more resilient to future
difficulties, and more alive. CcT
Chellis Glendinning is a writer and
psychotherapist specialising in trauma
recovery. The author of seven books, including
the award-winning Off the Map: An
Expedition Deep into Empire and the Global
Economy, she lives in Chuquisaca, Bolivia.

Her web site is www.chellisglendinning.org

One of Hollander’s
points is that when
we break out of our
numbing and reject
our helplessness by
actively mobilising
the resistance, we
become less fearful,
more resilient to
future difficulties,
and more alive
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Word Play

How Big Tobacco wrote
the post-truth rulebook

How public relations and big money use controversy and tell lies in their efforts
to sway public opinion. A warning from the '50s by Karen Evans-Reeves

How were

the cigarette
companies going
to stop smokers
from giving up?
The answer:

The most creative
and well-resourced
public relations
campaign

ever seen

fter three chaotic months as president
of the United States, Donald Trump
is widely credited with rewriting the
political rule book. We are witnessing
Trump’s new era of post-fact politics, where
distraction and obfuscation are central, and
critical stories are dismissed as “fake news.”

Thousands of column inches have ana-
lysed the new president. The Guardian calls
him “a master of distraction.” Rolling Stone
argues he has “stoked chaos” by creating
“hurricanes of misdirection.” But while his
leadership style has been criticised for be-
ing chaotic and made up on the hoof, we
have actually seen it all before: It comes
straight from the tobacco industry’s cynical
playbook.

Let’s go back to mid-December 1953, to
the New York Plaza Hotel, where a meeting
took place between the presidents of four
of the largest tobacco companies in the US
and John Hill, founder of public relations
company Hill and Knowlton (H&K).

The tobacco industry was in crisis. Three
years earlier, in the UK, two esteemed
epidemiologists, Richard Doll and Austin
Bradford Hill, had published a paper on a
causal link between smoking and cancer.
And then, Reader’s Digest, at the time the
world’s most read publication, ran an article
entitled “Cancer by the carton,” taking the
scientific findings mainstream.

How were these companies going to stop
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smokers from giving up? The answer: The
most creative and well-resourced public re-
lations campaign ever seen. The PR strategy
devised at the Plaza in 1953 was all about
a two-pronged public relations campaign in
order to “get the industry out of a hole,” and
to “stop public panic.” One memo outlined:
“There is only one problem - confidence,
and how to establish it; public assurance,
and how to create it.”

By January 1954, the industry had pub-
lished “A Frank Statement” in 448 media
publications across the US, reaching 43-mil-
lion people. The statement cast doubt on
the science linking smoking with ill health
and pledged to smokers that it would cre-
ate the (now defunct) Tobacco Industry Re-
search Committee, hiring the best scientists
to get to the truth. What it did not say was
that the committee would support “almost
without exception, projects which are not
related directly to smoking and lung can-
cer.” Obfuscation and diversion were key to
the strategy, as were “alternative facts.”

The ensuing campaign to deny any
health impact from smoking would last
for decades and be replicated by the fossil
fuel companies and some in the food and
drink industry. Despite heavy criticism,
these methods are still in play today from
politicians speaking about climate change
to Trump and Brexit.

Throughout the second half of the 20th
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