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ANTI-PALESTINIAN RACISM AT SCHOOL
CASE STUDIES FROM PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Remove

that book

An Israel advocacy group pressured
a school to remove a young adult
novel from its curriculurn that follows
a Palestinian boy growing up under A high school
Israeli occupation in the West Bank. principal in Canada told
Why it's racism: excludes Palestinians a Palestinian student to
and their narratives take off their keffiyeh on

the school's culture day,
You're suspended

labeling it a “sign of war.”
Why it's racism:
dehumanizing; labels
A high school inthe U5, suspended two !"‘ale st:nlﬂns_as
Somali-American students for saying inherently violent

"from the river to the sea, Palestine will

be free” during a school walkout in
solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza.
Why it's racism: defames Palestinian
narratives, labelling a call for freedom
as a call for ganocide

Take off

that scarf

A high school history
teacherin the U.5.
ﬁ\ received death threats
and was forced to resign
after Zionist community
members objectedtoa
lesson she taught about
Gaza, which was approved
by the principal,
Why it’s racism: creates
an atmosphere of fear and

Stop speaking

A school board in Canada hired a Black
anti-racism educator, then accused him
of calling for violence when he said
“free Palestine” during a presentation.
Why it's racism: defames solidarity with
Palestinians as inherently violent

intimidation to silence

SILENCING AND
INTIMIDATION g
ENABLES ONGOIN
GENOCIDE

Israell forces have destroyed or damaged 85%
of schools in Gaza, left 625,000 students with no We want

to live

thorities had demolition
'schools serving 6,550
its in the occupied West

tolearn
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INSIGHTS

ritain is experimenting
with new drone technol-
ogy that Israel’s military
uses in Gaza. The British
army conducted exercis-
es on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire
to test a drone made by Israeli tech
firm Xtend in December.
Hundreds of Xtend’s small drones
are being used by Israeli forces
in Gaza. They enable soldiers to
launch grenades and scan tunnels
and buildings without having to
risk their own lives.
Xtend’s drones are being used
for the first time in the war and
the company is reported to be col-
laborating with an Israeli military
unit, the Yiftah, to develop “special
weapons.”
A “warhead has been developed
that is mounted on these drones

— e o S -

MARK CURTIS

Battle tested
in Gaza:
Are these
Britain’s
next
drones?

Screenshot
from the Xtend
web site

thus transforming them into a
weapon (suicide drone),” one report
notes.

The Israeli military describes the
Yiftah as a “top-secret” unit com-
prising “a small team of innovative
scientists and engineers” that “have
been key to our success over the
years.”

Xtend’s drone technology comes
complete with a virtual reality
headset and hand-held controller to
operate the drone. “It’s just like a
computer game,” says Matteo Shap-
ira, Xtend’s co-founder.

“It’s very easy to operate, and
they don’t need to know anything
about the machine, how it behaves
or what it needs to do,” he adds.

The company’s drones are re-
ported by mainstream Western and
Israeli media as enabling Israel to

ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net 5
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target Hamas terrorists in an urban
warfare setting. Yet Israel’s war in
Gaza has been devastating to ordi-
nary Palestinians, including inten-
tionally targeting civilians.

The Times of Israel reports that
Xtend’s technology was initially
developed to help the Israeli army
shoot down incendiary balloons
launched by Palestinian militant
groups on the border with Gaza.

Before the current war in the ter-
ritory, Xtend’s biggest client was
the US Department of Defense
which has bought hundreds of the
company’s drones, many for use by
US special forces.

The UK Ministry of Defence

(MoD) exercises with Xtend’s
drones are part of its Army
Warfighting Experiment (AWE),
which is the “flagship experimen-
tation programme for the British
army.”

The latest AWE, which runs from
2022-24, explores “innovative tech-
nologies and tactics to prepare our
soldiers for future battlefields,” the
army says.

Xtend noted that its participation
in “exclusive British army experi-
ments and demonstrations” was
“an opportunity we deeply appreci-
ated and cherished.”

HURWITT'S EYE

MARK HURWITT

Trump Overshadows
Climate Change Conference

6 ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net

The company said that its “inno-
vative systems” were assessed by
the British army’s Infantry Trials
and Development Unit, adding that
Xtend’s drones were in the “capable
hands” of the Royal Air Force and
army.

The MoD’s second permanent
secretary, Paul Lincoln, was one of
those who attended the event, list-
ing Xtend as one of the companies
he “met with ...to discuss their de-
fence products.”

Earlier this year, Xtend wrote on
LinkedIn that it was “honored” to
take a significant part in the Brit-
ish army’s “AWE annual conclusion
event.”

It added: “The pinnacle of a year
long process was seeing our tech-
nology tested in action with Brit-
ish soldiers along with many NATO
and ally [sic] countries in complex
multi force urban scenarios.”

Xtend acknowledges that its staff
include active Israeli soldiers. It
has written: “We would like to ex-
press our appreciation to our UK
partners for their collaboration and
agility required to work with Israe-
li companies in these challenging
times where many of our employees
are still under active reserve duty.”

The army conducted an earlier
exercise with Xtend’s products in
May 2023, again on Salisbury Plain.
One of those to witness a demon-
stration of the company’s drones
was then defence secretary Ben
Wallace, among other senior mili-
tary figures.

Wallace did not appear to publi-
cise the event. But “Xtend was hon-
oured and thankful to have taken
part in the invite-only British army
exercise,” wrote the company’s
chief business officer, Ido Bar-On.

During the manoeuvres, Xtend’s
drones “were operated by British
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soldiers testing Xtend’s unique op-
erating system and multi-mission
capabilities for urban warfare,” he
added. The company described it-
self as “working closely with the
UK MoD” and is clearly seeking to
expand in the UK military market.

Declassified has not been able to
establish the full extent of Xtend’s
relations with the British MoD. In
both September 2023 and 2022 the
company was invited to the annual
London arms fair, one of the biggest
in the world.

Xtend, which was founded in
2018, is also advised by General Sir
Paul Newton, a former assistant
chief of defence staff in the UK who
is now a military consultant.

The Gaza war is profitable for

Xtend which has just secured
$40-million in new funding from
investors.

Its CEO, Aviv Shapira, said: “Be-
fore the war it was difficult to raise
money but suddenly everything has
opened up. We decided to wait with
the fund raising during the war,
and the amount of our orders in-
creased greatly.”

An MoD spokesperson told us:
“We do not hold any procurement
contracts with Xtend.” CT

Mark Curtis is the director

of Declassified UK -
www.declassifieduk.org — where
this article was first published.

He is the author of five books and
many articles on UK foreign policy.

>» BINOY KAMPMARK

South Africa’s genocide
memorial to the IC]

he timing, as with so much

in the ongoing wars in Gaza

and Lebanon, was most

appropriate. The Israeli
Knesset had signalled its intent on
crippling and banishing the sole
agency of humanitarian worth for
Palestinian welfare by passing laws
criminalising its operations by 92 to
10 on October 28.

The attack on UNRWA also came
with a contemporaneous legal ef-
fort, this time from South Africa.
Pretoria had already made its wish-
es clear on December 28, 2023 in
filing an application in the Inter-
national Court of Justice alleging
“violations by Israel regarding the

Benjamin Netanyahu: Accused

[United Nations] Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide [...] in relation to
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.” Acts
and omissions by Israel, argued the

South African government, were al-
leged to be of a “genocidal” nature,
“committed with the requisite spe-
cific intent ... to destroy the Pales-
tinians in Gaza as part of the broad-
er Palestinian national, racial and
ethnical group”.

By May 10, South Africa had filed
four requests seeking additional
provisional measures with modifi-
cations to the original provisional
measures laid down by the ICJ. The
momentum, and frequency of the
actions, even gave certain commen-
tators room to wonder: Was Israel’s
own due process rights regarding
judicial equality and the right to
be heard compromised? Israel had
promised to submit written obser-
vations by May 15 to the ICJ when
faced with the sudden announce-
ment on May 12 that the court
would be holding an oral hearing
instead.

These debates have been taking
place before the concerted, dedi-
cated, enthusiastic pulverisation
of Gaza, and the ongoing killing,
terrorisation and displacement of
Palestinians in the West Bank. In
these cases, due process remains
fantasy and distant speculation, es-
pecially concerning civilians. With
increasing regularity, there is chill-
ing evidence that Israeli units have
a programmatic approach to de-
stroying a viable infrastructure and
means of living on the strip.

On October 22, the Israeli human
rights organisation B’ Tselem ex-
pressed horror at the sheer scale
“of the crimes Israel is currently
committing in the northern Gaza
Strip in its campaign to empty it
of however many residents are left
[...] impossible to describe, not just
because hundreds of thousands of
people enduring starvation, disease
without access to medical care and

ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net 7
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incessant bombardments and gun-
fire defies comprehension, but be-
cause Israel has cut them off from
the world.”

In a chilling overview of the ex-
ploits of the IDF’s 749 Combat Engi-
neering Battalion written by Younis
Tirawi and Sami Vanderlip for Drop
Site News, a record of systematic
elimination of cultural, structur-
al and intellectual life in the Gaza
Strip is evident. As members of the
battalion’s official D9 company stat-
ed: “Our job is to flatten Gaza.” In
an operation that saw the destruc-
tion of the Al-Azhar University,
First Sergeant David Zoldan, oper-
ational officer of Company A of the
battalion, delights with fellow sol-

diers on seeing the explosion: “Hiro-

shima and Nagasaki combined, did
you see?!”

Statements of this sort are fre-
quent and easily found up the chain
of command. They are also uttered
with ease at the highest levels of
government. On October 21, Israe-
li Minister for National Security
Itamar Ben-Gvir had told a “set-
tlement” conference held in a re-

stricted military zone that Gaza’s
inhabitants would be given the
chance to “leave from here to other
countries”. His reasoning for this
ethnic cleansing has remained bibli-
cally consistent: “The Land of Israel
is ours.”

In amedia statement from its De-
partment of International Relations
and Cooperation dated October 28,
the South African government an-
nounced its filing of a Memorial to
the ICJ pertaining to its ongoing
case against Israel. The Memo-

rial itself runs into 750 pages, with
4000 pages of supporting exhibits
and annexes. (Its December 2023
application had run into 84 pages.)
“The problem we have is that we
have too much evidence,” remarked
South Africa’s representative to The
Hague, Ambassador Vusimuzi Ma-
donsela to Al Jazeera.

Zane Dangor, director- general
of the Department of Internation-
al Relations and Cooperation, was
more practical. Israel might well in-
flate its dossier of bloody misdeeds,

HOME TRUTHS | CAITLIN JOHNSTONE

“We’re taught that heroes look like
western soldiers and cops taking out
bad guys, when really heroes look
like Palestinian journalists risking
everything to tell the truth about
genocidal atrocities that are backed
by western governments while western
journalists make propaganda”

8 ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net

but some line had to be drawn in
the submissions. “The legal team
will always say we need more time,
there’s more facts coming. But we
have to say you have to stop now.
You [have] got to focus on what you
have.”

While the formal contents of the
Memorial remain confidential, the
clues are thickly obvious. It con-
tains, for instance, evidence that
Israel “has violated the genocide
convention by promoting the de-
struction of Palestinians living
in Gaza, physically killing them
with an assortment of destruc-
tive weapons, depriving them ac-
cess to humanitarian assistance,
causing conditions of life which are
aimed at their physical destruc-
tion and ignoring and defying sev-
eral provisional measures of the
International Court of Justice,
and using starvation as a weap-
on of war to further Israel’s aims
to depopulate Gaza through mass
death and forced displacement of
Palestinians.”

Despite that comprehensive as-
sortment of alleged crimes, the le-
gal commentariat wonder how far
this latest effort will necessarily
go in linking the decisions of Is-
raeli officialdom with genocidal in-
tent. That Israel is committing war
crimes and violating humanitarian
law is nigh impossible to dispute.
The threshold in proving genocide,
as international jurisprudence has
repeatedly shown over the years, is
a high one indeed. The dolus specia-
lis — that specific intent to destroy
in whole or in part the protected
group — is essential to prove.

Cathleen Powell of the University
of Cape Town, for instance, has her
reservations. “If they can find gen-
ocidal statements from state offi-
cials and show that that directly led
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to a particular programme that led
to the destruction on the ground,
then that’s probably a very strong
case.” But making that link would
be “very difficult.”

Dangor has no doubts. “Genocid-
al acts without intent can be crimes
against humanity. But here, the in-
tent is just front and centre.” Suffice
to say that Israeli lawmakers and

officials, aided by the exploits of the
IDF, are making proving such intent
an easier prospect with each pass-
ing day. CT

Dr. Binoy Kampmark was a
Commonwealth Scholar at Selwyn
College, Cambridge. He currently
lectures at RMIT University. Email:
bkampmark@gmail.com

>» JAKE JOHNSON

Tax dodging by super rich
costs half a trillion a year

study published last month

estimates that tax dodg-

ing enabled by the United

States, the United King-
dom, and other wealthy nations is
costing countries around the world
nearly half a trillion dollars in rev-
enue each year, underscoring the
urgent need for global reforms to
prevent rich individuals and large
corporations from shirking their
obligations.

The new study, conducted by the
Tax Justice Network (TJN), finds
that “the combined costs of cross-
border tax abuse by multinational
companies and by individuals with
undeclared assets offshore stands
at an estimated $492 billion.” Of
that total in lost revenue, corpo-
rate tax dodging is responsible for
more than $347-billion, according to
TJN’s calculations.

“For people everywhere, the loss-
es translate into foregone public
services, and weakened states at
greater risk of falling prey to po-
litical extremism,” the study reads.

“And in the same way, there is
scope for all to benefit from mov-
ing tax rule-setting out of the OECD
and into a globally inclusive and
fully transparent process at the
United Nations.”

r[he analysis estimates that just
eight countries — the US, Canada,
the UK, Japan, Israel, South Korea,
Australia, and New Zealand — are
enabling large-scale tax avoidance
by opposing popular global reform
efforts. Late last year, those same
eight countries were the lonely op-
ponents of the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly’s vote to set in motion
the process of establishing a UN tax
convention.

According to the new TJN study,
those eight countries are responsi-
ble for roughly half of the $492-bil-
lion lost per year globally to tax
avoidance by the rich and large
multinational corporations, despite
being home to just 8 percent of the
world’s population.

“The hurtful eight voted for a
world where we all keep losing half
a trillion a year to tax-cheating
multinational corporations and the
super-rich,” Alex Cobham, chief ex-
ecutive of the Tax Justice Network,
said in a statement Tuesday. “The
UK and the US are both among the
biggest enablers and the biggest los-
ers of this lose-lose tax system, and
their people consistently demand
an end to tax abuse, so it’s absurd
that the US and UK are seeking to
preserve it.”

“It’s perhaps harder to under-
stand why the other handful of
blockers, like Australia, Canada,
and Japan, who don’t play anything
like such a damaging role, would be
willing to go along with this,” Cob-
ham added.

TJN released its study as G20 na-
tions — a group that includes most
of the “hurtful eight” — issued a
communiqué pledging to “engage
cooperatively to ensure that ultra-
high-net-worth individuals are ef-
fectively taxed.” Brazil, which host-
ed the G20 summit, led the push for
language calling for taxation of the
global super-rich.

The document drew praise from
advocacy groups including the
Fight Inequality Alliance, which
stressed the need to “transform
the rhetoric on taxing the rich into
global reality.”

The communiqué was released
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amid concerns that the election of
far-right billionaire Donald Trump
in the US could derail progress to-
ward a global solution to pervasive
and costly tax avoidance.

The new TJN study cites Trump’s
pledge to cut the statutory US cor-
porate tax rate from 21 percent to
15 percent and warns such a move
would accelerate the global “race to
the bottom” on corporate taxation.

“People in countries around the
world are calling in large majorities
on their governments to tax multi-
national corporations properly,” Liz
Nelson, TIJN’s director of advocacy

and research, said. “But govern-
ments continue to exercise a policy
of appeasement on corporate tax.”
“We now have data from these
governments showing that when
they asked multinational corpo-
rations to pay less tax, the corpo-
rations cheated even more,” Nel-
son added. “It’s time governments
found the spines their people de-
serve from their leaders.” CT

Jake Johnson is a senior editor and
staff writer for Common Dreams —
www.commondreams.org — where
this article first appeared.

» YVES ENGLER

The racist reality of
Remembrance Day

emembrance Day celebrates
chauvinistic Anglo imperial-
ism. The reaction to an Ara-
bic peace poem reveals the
depth of Canada’s colonised minds.

Genocide advocates whipped up a
big backlash to a Remembrance Day
event at Ottawa’s Sir Robert Borden
school last month because it included
the Arabic peace song Haza Salam.
The song doesn’t mention Palestine,
but it’s been taken up by opponents
of Israel’s holocaust in Gaza. Despite
some reports, the November 11 cere-
mony also included Canada’s nation-
al anthem O Canada and the British
bugle call Last Post.

In response to the inclusion of a
language spoken by nearly half a
billion people, Ottawa MPP Lisa
MacLeod initiated a racist storm. On
X she posted a statement noting that

'Hamas High" is scrawled across a
sign at a high school in Ottawa.

“today at Sir Robert Borden High
School the Remembrance Service
included a song in Arabic which did
not follow the Royal Canadian Le-
gion protocol and also distressed all
of the Jewish Students.”

Ottawa’s Jewish Federation
echoed MacLeod’s condemnation,
releasing a letter of support for

10 ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net

those who “have spoken out for the
integrity of Remembrance Day and
the respect it deserves.”

Conservative Party leader Pierre
Poilievre called for the school’s prin-
cipal to be fired, and an elected offi-
cial stated that Arabic has no place
in Remembrance Day ceremonies.
Ontario MPP Goldie Ghamari de-
clared, “Remembrance Day is about
Canadians. It’s not racist to expect
taxpayer funded institutions to ob-
serve Canadian traditions in Can-
ada’s official languages. If I wanted
to hear Arabic songs during official
government ceremonies I'd move to
an Arab-speaking country.”

Amidst the brouhaha, someone
spraypainted “Hamas High” on a
Sir Robert Borden welcome sign.

The racist outburst partly stems
from 13 months of Zionist vilifica-
tion of critics of Israel’s holocaust
in Gaza. But linguistic chauvinism
is part and parcel of the militarism
and the martial patriotism Remem-
brance Day promotes.

During World War I, which
spurred Remembrance Day, many
non-English publications were cen-
sored and public meetings (except
for church) held in Ukrainian, Rus-
sian, Finnish and other languages
were outlawed. Berlin, Ontario, was
renamed Kitchener because of anti-
German sentiment. Germans, Japa-
nese, Ukrainians and others were
interned during both World Wars.

The “othering” of war is not lan-
guage or “race” specific. It’s the
xenophobia of “our side.” And today
“our side” is killing babies in Gaza
so a language viewed as antagonis-
tic to Israeli violence is verboten
during Remembrance Day. Songs in
Ukrainian, on the other hand, are
fine as Canada is fighting with that
country. Since the Russian invasion
many Remembrance Day commem-
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orations have included Ukrainian.

Remembrance Day celebrates An-
glo-American warfare and imperi-
alism. It commemorates Canadians
who have died at war, but not the
Afghans or Libyans killed by Cana-
dians in the 2000s, or the Iraqis and
Serbians Killed in the 1990s, or the
Koreans Killed in the 1950s, or the
Russians, South Africans and oth-
ers Killed earlier. By focusing exclu-
sively on “our” side Remembrance
Day reinforces a sense that Cana-
da’s cause is righteous.

If Remembrance Day were genu-
inely about remembering the hor-
rors of war, Gaza would have been
front and centre. Last year I wrote

about how Remembrance Day came
a day late as tens of thousands
marched across Canada calling for
a Gaza ceasefire. A day that marks

an armistice agreement and remem-

bers the horrors of war should be an
ideal moment to call for the end to
the brutal Gaza military campaign.
Alas that wasn’t the case. Unfortu-
nately, most official Remembrance
Day actions serve as celebrations
of martial patriotism. And one of

the world’s most widely spoken lan-

guages is not welcome. CT

Yves Engler is a political activist
and author based in Montreal. His
website is www.yvesengler.com

» KYLE ANZALONE

US and Europe consider
nukes for Ukraine

ccording to the New York

Times, US and European

officials have discussed a

range of options they be-
lieve will deter Russia from taking
more Ukrainian territory, including
providing Kiev with nuclear weap-
ons. The outlet reports that Western
officials believe the Kremlin will not
significantly escalate the war before
Donald Trump is sworn in as Presi-
dent in January.

Following the election of Trump
last month, the US and its NATO
allies began taking steps to rush
weapons to Ukraine and give Kiev
the ability to strike targets inside
Russian territory with long-range
weapons.

American officials who were
briefed on the intelligence com-

BIpOWYIM

Vladimir Putin: Waiting for Trump?

munity’s assessments told

the Times that weapons will not al-
ter the challenging situation that
Kiev is currently facing. “US spy

agencies have assessed that speed-
ing up the provisions of weap-

ons, ammunition and matériel for
Ukraine will do little to change
the course of the war in the short
term,” the Times reports.

Desperate to bolster Ukraine’s
standing in the war before the tran-
sition of power on January 20, the
Biden administration is looking at a
range of serious escalations.

“US and European officials are
discussing deterrence as a possi-
ble security guarantee for Ukraine,
such as stockpiling a conventional
arsenal sufficient to strike a punish-
ing blow if Russia violates a cease-
fire.” The article continues, “Sever-
al officials even suggested that Mr.
Biden could return nuclear weap-
ons to Ukraine that were taken
from it after the fall of the Soviet
Union.”

According to some officials who
spoke with the Times, the adminis-
tration believes that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin won’t signifi-
cantly escalate the war until Trump
returns to the Oval Office.

“But the escalation risk of al-
lowing Ukraine to strike Russia
with US-supplied weaponry has di-
minished with the election of Mr.
Trump,” adding, “Biden adminis-
tration officials believe, calculating
that Putin of Russia knows he has
to wait only two months for the new
administration.”

That assessment is based on
the belief that Trump and his in-
coming Director of National Intel-
ligence, Tulsi Gabbard, will take
amore favourable stance on Rus-
sia. However, Trump proved to be a
Russia-hawk during his first admin-
istration by ramping up sanctions
on Moscow, providing lethal arms
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to Ukraine, and expelling a large
number of Russian diplomats from
the US.

In September, Putin said he pre-
ferred Vice President Kamala Har-
ris to win the White House. “Trump
has imposed as many sanctions on

Russia as any president has ever im-

posed before, and if Harris is doing
well, perhaps she will refrain from
such actions,” he explained.

Much of the American political
class has cast Trump and Gabbard

as agents of Russia. However, exten-
sive investigations into Trump’s ties
to the Kremlin have come up emp-
ty. Additionally, the Times report-
ed last week that there was no evi-
dence Gabbard was in any way an
asset of Putin. CT

Kyle Anzalone is the opinion editor
of Antiwar.com, news editor of
the Libertarian Institute, and
co-host of the Conflicts of Interest
webcast.

>» GEORGE MONBIOT

Sexism scandal exposes
deceptions of UK spycops

t’s the testimony we’ve long
been waiting for. As we go to
press, the man whose cruel
and disgusting deceptions
have come to epitomise Britain’s
undercover policing inquiry, the
“spy cops” scandal is about to be
questioned. Many of us are hoping
for answers, not least because his
story suggests a closing of ranks
across the British establishment.
Even if you think you’ve heard
it all, some of the details in this
column will take your breath away.
Bob Lambert worked for the
Metropolitan police’s Special
Demonstration Squad (SDS)
in the 1980s and 1990s, first as
an undercover cop infiltrating
environmental and animal rights
protests, then as operational
controller of the squad, supervising
other spy cops doing similar work.
In the course of his undercover
assignments, while posing as

aradical activist called Bob
Robinson, he deceived four
unsuspecting women, innocent

of any crime, into starting
relationships. He stole his identity
from a dead child.

With one of the women, Jacqui,
he fathered a child. Two years
later, he vanished. She discovered
his true identity by chance more
than 20 years later, and has yet
to recover from the devastating
shock.

She says she feels “raped by the
state.” The person she loved and
trusted was a ghost. “I feel like I've
got no foundations in my life ....
your first serious relationship, your
first child, the first time you give
birth — they’re all significant, but
for me they’re gone, ruined ... I was
not consenting to sleeping with Bob
Lambert, I didn’t know who Bob
Lambert was.”

When he sat with her as she went
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through 14 hours of labour, she
later wondered, was he being paid
overtime? His abandoned son was
also traumatised by the discovery
of who his father really was.
According to another former spy
cop, Peter Francis, when Lambert
was his manager, he advised
Francis to wear a condom when
sleeping with activists.

These fake relationships were
standard practice in the team of
spy cops Lambert ran. The officers
used similar seduction techniques,
built similar falsehoods about their
lives and used similar methods
for destroying or abandoning
the relationships when they
were redeployed. It looks like a
refined, state-sanctioned grooming
operation. As Helen Steel, another
woman deceived by a spy cop,
remarked, “there weren’t any
genuine moments — they were
purely manipulative and abusive.
.... it was as if he set out to destroy
my sanity.”

\M now know that Lambert and
other police spies repeatedly lied
in court when they were arraigned
as “activists” on minor charges,
using their fake names to maintain
their cover. They withheld crucial
evidence from the trials of genuine
activists, whom they had stitched
up: the courts were not informed
of their role. As a result, many
environmental campaigners

have now had their convictions
overturned.

Both in parliament and by
another witness to the inquiry,
Lambert has been accused of
acting as an agent provocateur and
planting an incendiary device in
a Debenhams department store in
Harrow that caused £340,000 worth



INSIGHTS

of damage. Lambert has denied
this.

The spy cops, among many
other unlawful intrusions,
used their relationships to gain
access to privileged information:
discussions between defendants
and their lawyers that are legally
confidential. Among the lawyers
whose advice was compromised
was a young Keir Starmer.

The great majority of the people
being spied on were peaceful
activists who presented no danger
to democracy or human life. Many
were involved in campaigning
against corporate abuses.

Some of the spying, like Lam-
bert’s infiltration of a campaign
against McDonald’s, looks like po-
licing on behalf of corporate power.
But even that was not the worst of
it. Police spies were also used to in-
filtrate the campaign for justice for
Stephen Lawrence, the black teen-
ager murdered by racists in 1993,
whose case the Met, as a result of
institutional racism, failed properly
to investigate.

Blice spies were allegedly
deployed to find “dirt” that could
be used to smear Stephen’s family.
The Independent Police Complaints
Commission (IPCC, now the Inde-
pendent Office for Police Conduct)
found that Lambert “played a part”
in the intelligence gathering by
spies inserted into the Lawrence
campaign. None of the spy cops have
suffered legal consequences, though
activities such as identity theft and
entering homes without a warrant
are illegal. Their pensions remain
intact, they have kept their medals
and commendations.

At the inquiry, Belinda Harvey,
one of the women deceived into an

elpadyim

18-month relationship with Lam-
bert, damned him as a “cruel and
manipulative” liar. But the authori-
ties see him differently. In 2008,
Lambert received an MBE for ser-
vices to the police.

After retiring from the police,
Lambert reinvented himself as a
right-on lecturer on community en-
gagement, Islamophobia and coun-
ter-terrorism. He obtained pres-
tigious positions at Exeter, London
Metropolitan and St Andrews uni-
versities. Astonishingly, he re-
ceived the London Metropolitan

Keir Starmer: Accused of cover up

position after being exposed as a
police spy. As I have a connection
with St Andrews, I joined the cam-
paign calling for the university to
take action. But it stonewalled us.

Scandalously, in my view, the
university’s then principal, Louise
Richardson, remarked: “I think hir-
ing people who have had real-world
experience in an institution which
is teaching counter-terrorism is en-
tirely legitimate ... I'm not going to
get involved in what people do pri-
vately whoever they are.” When the
real-world experience a university
values consists of deceiving, abus-
ing and destroying innocent lives,
you have to wonder what the dis-
qualifications would be.

The issue was resolved only

when Lambert, as the Stephen
Lawrence revelations began to
emerge, resigned.

Such closing of ranks seems al-
most ubiquitous. Richard Walton,
the commander accused with Lam-
bert of involvement in spying on
the Stephen Lawrence campaign,
retired just after the IPCC conclud-
ed he would have had “a case to
answer for discreditable conduct”,
avoiding potential disciplinary pro-
ceedings. Did he shuffle off into ob-
scurity? No.

He authored a report by the dark-
money junktank Policy Exchange,
calling for stricter penalties for en-
vironmental protesters. His rec-
ommendations were adopted by
the government and incorporated
into the draconian 2022 Police Act.
So while the spy cops face no con-
sequences, peaceful protesters, on
his recommendation, now receive
massive prison sentences.

We know this went all the way
to the top. The SDS, for which the
police spies worked, was funded
by the Home Office, and fell under
the supervision of several home
secretaries.

Despite being a victim of spying
himself, Keir Starmer (now Brit-
ain’s Prime Minister), in his later
role as director of public prosecu-
tions, has been accused of presid-
ing over a major cover-up of spy
cop activities. To this day, the po-
lice refuse to release the files their
spies compiled, like the Stasi, on
the innocent people they deceived.
It is hard to escape the conclusion
that official life in this country is
rotten to the core. CT

George Monbiot is a columnist
for the Guardian where this was
first published. His website

s www.monbiot.com
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VIJAY PRASHAD

A bomb that falls on a home at 4 am

is guaranteed to kill civilians who are sleeping
there. It makes civilians want to flee their
homes. Creating the conditions for such flight
is the war crime of ethnic cleansing

Why does

Israel

bomb homes
at night?

t 10 pm on the night of

October 28, 2024, the Is-

raeli air force struck

a five-story building

in Beit Lahiya, in the
northern area of Gaza. Northern
Gaza has been pummelled by the Is-
raelis since October 8, 2023. There
has been no respite for the resi-
dents of this town, which is north of
the Jabaliya refugee camp.

During the early months of the
bombing, Sahar (age 42) fled the
area with her 11-year-old son and
the rest of her family. This was,
she told Human Rights Watch, “be-
cause of the excessive bombing to
civilian houses, which killed entire
families.” Asma (32) left Beit Lahiya
for the supposedly safe area of al-
Mawasi. “We live in a disaster,” she
says. “And we are hopeless, starv-
ing, and besieged.”

The Abu Nasr family did not leave
Beit Lahiya. In fact, large parts of
the extended family sought shel-
ter in their family building, think-
ing that its presence in a residential
area might give them some immuni-
ty from the Israeli attacks.

On the night of October 28, 2024,
there were 300 people living in the
10 apartments in the building. It was
congested, but they felt safe.

When the missile struck at 10
pm, it destroyed the stairwell and
therefore blocked the ability of
any escape from anywhere but the
ground floor of the building. Mu-
hammed Abu Nasr (29) lived on the
ground floor with his wife and chil-
dren. They jumped over the perim-
eter wall and went to stay with a
neighbour.

Later, Muhammed told the writer
Asil Almanssi: “I didn’t sleep that
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whole night, thinking about my par-
ents, my brothers, my nieces, and
nephews. How could I have left them
and run away? Was I really a cow-
ard, a traitor? Thoughts tormented
me, and I couldn’t tell whether I had
done the right thing or not.”

But it was the only thing he could
have done. To have stayed in a build-
ing with a bombed-out stairwell
would have been senseless. Fami-
lies trapped in the building called
the Gaza Civil Defense.

But there was nothing that could
be done for them till the morning.
They packed their bags and wait-
ed for dawn when they hoped that
they could be rescued from the
upper floors of the badly damaged
building.

Then, as if they had anticipated
it all night long, at 4 am the Israe-
lis struck this residential building
once more. This time, they hit the
core of the apartments. Muhammed
Abu Nasr, now lying in a neigh-
bour’s house, heard “an explosion
louder than anything I'd ever heard.
It felt like an earthquake had shak-
en the entire area, with the ground
trembling violently and parts of the
walls in the house I'd taken refuge
in collapsing.”

It was an enormous bomb. Mu-
hammed heard his family crying for
help and screaming that they had
dead bodies amongst them. There
was nothing to be done. Israeli air-
craft filled the skies. Another strike
was possible.

When the rescuers began to re-
move the rubble, they found sur-
vivors, wounded with broken legs
and punctured lungs. But they also
found that more than 100 people
from the Abu Nasr family had been
Kkilled.

This was a horrendous massacre
of a family in a well-known residen-
tial area. Carts and strong shoul-
ders carried the wounded to Al-He-
lou Hospital, which is a maternity
hospital that faced Israeli attacks

in November 2023 but now remains
partly functional. It was in the hos-
pital that Asil Almanssi heard Bas-
sam Abu Nasr (five), the only survi-
vor from his immediate family, say,
over and over, “I want my father”
But his father had been killed by the
Israelis.

~ ~hyat4am?

During the Great War (1914-1919),
both sides used aircraft to carry
bombs that could be dropped on en-
emy targets, including on residen-
tial areas. These aircraft did not
have very good navigation devic-
es, but their adversaries also did
not have anything beyond search-
lights to find them in the sky. To
have flown slow bombers in daylight
would have exposed them to the
swift fighter planes, which is why
they flew under cover of darkness
at night. This is why bombing runs
during the Great War and the Sec-
ond World War took place at night.

After the Great War, British
Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin
told the House of Commons the
truth about the use of aerial bom-
bardment in that era: “The bomber
will always get through. The only
defence is in [offence], which means
that you have to kill more women
and children more quickly than the
enemy if you want to save yourself”
(November 10, 1932).

Baldwin’s comments in 1932 came
seven years after two other Europe-
an powers (Spain and France) en-
couraged rogue mercenaries from
the United States to bomb the Mo-
roccan town of Chefchaouen in
broad daylight.

Spain and France wanted to put
down the rebellion led by Abd el-
Krim known as the Rif War (1921-
1926). The pilots from the United
States, who formed the Lafayette
Squadron, flew in Breguet 14 bi-
plane bombers and carried out 350
bombing runs.
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Since the Rif fighters had decent
anti-aircraft weapons where they
were located, the Lafayette Squad-
ron was instructed to bomb unde-
fended areas such as the city of
Chefchaouen and its surrounding
villages.

“Our objective,” wrote Captain
Paul Rockwell, “was Chefchaouen,
the holy city of the Djebala tribes-
men.” The city, he noted, “had been
bombarded previously, and because
of its prestige and sacredness as a
holy shrine, an air attack against it
was expected to intimidate the Dje-
balas and be effective in detach-
ing them from the cause of Abd
el-Krim.”

In other words, the bombing
was not to hit military targets,
but to cause psychological dis-
tress amongst the Rif fighters. The
squadron bombed the city and its
surrounding area about five times
a day, dropping “over four tonnes
of projectiles,” which was a lot for
those days. They even bombed a
village that had already surren-
dered. We do not know the civil-
ian death count. It has not been
recorded.

“The city looked lovely from the
air,” wrote Rockwell, “hugging
its high mountain and surround-
ed with many gardens and green
cultivations.”

[he city was bombed to send a

message to the Rif rebels. This was
colonial warfare at its most effective.
And because it took place in the col-
onies, the massacre in Chefchaouen
has been forgotten (unlike, for exam-
ple, the Spanish and German bomb-
ing of Guernica — a European town
—in1937, now memorialised in Pablo
Picasso’s famous painting).

In the 1970s, the municipal author-
ities mandated that the walls of the
city be painted blue to attract tour-
ists and — some say - to repel mos-

The aircraft that bomb
Gaza's residential areas
fly at night because they
are able to strike total
fear into the population
by killing entire families

quitoes; the city, when I visited it a
decade ago, is remembered for the
blue walls and not the massacre of
1925. We never learn the lessons of
history.

The people of Gaza have no an-
ti-aircraft capabilities. They can-
not shoot down the Israeli aircraft.
At most, they have been able to hit
low-flying drones. The aircraft that
bomb Gaza’s residential areas do
not fly at night because they are
afraid of being shot down. They fly
at night because they are able to
strike total fear in the population
by Killing entire families in their
homes and thereby threatening oth-
er families with annihilation.

“Intimidate the Djebalas,” wrote
Rockwell, which can easily be updat-
ed to “intimidate the Palestinians.”

A bomb that falls on a home at
4 am is guaranteed to Kill the ci-
vilians who are sleeping there. It
makes civilians want to flee their
homes. Creating the conditions for
such flight is the war crime of ethnic
cleansing.

“We live in a disaster,” said Asma,
who fled her home but has not left
Gaza.

For so many Palestinians, even
after this horrendous year of gen-
ocide, to leave Gaza is to lose Pal-
estine, to be part of the permanent
Nakba (Catastrophe) that was set
in motion by the Israelis in 1948.
They will not be moved, even by the
waves of nighttime bombings that
exterminate family after family. By
now, almost 1,000 families have been
totally killed.

An Al Jazeera investigation notes
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that 393 members of the al-Najjar
family have been killed, 226 mem-
bers of the al-Masry family, and 225
of the al-Astal family.

On October 10, 2023, at 8:30 pm, a
2,000 1b. bomb landed on the al-Naj-
jar family home in Deir al-Balah in
the center of the Gaza Strip. The
bomb killed 21 members of the fam-
ily, part of the 393 al-Najjar family
members Killed over the course of
the past year.

Suleiman Salman al-Najjar (48)
was at the al-Agsa Martyr’s Hos-
pital that night. He survived the
bomb. But his wife, Susanne Subhi
Asalam Najjar (40), and four of his
children—Farah (23), Nadim (20),
Yazan (14), and Safa (age 17 months)
— died. He later told Amnesty Inter-
national that while he was able to
recover the body of his son Nadim,
with his daughter Safa he could
only find a hand.

“Everybody was under the rub-
ble. The house was completely pul-
verised. The bodies were reduced
to shreds. Our lives have been de-
stroyed in a moment. Our fami-
ly has been destroyed. Something
that was unthinkable is now our re-
ality.” CcT

Vijay Prashad is an Indian
historian, editor, and journalist.
He is a writing fellow and chief
correspondent at Globetrotter. He
is an editor of LeftWord Books
and the director of Tricontinental:
Institute for Social Research. He
has written more than 20 books,
including The Darker Nations
and The Poorer Nations. His latest
books are On Cuba: Reflections

on 70 Years of Revolution and
Struggle (with Noam Chomsky),
Struggle Makes Us Human:
Learning from Movements for
Socialism, and (also with Noam
Chomsky) The Withdrawal: Iraq,
Libya, Afghanistan, and the
Fragility of US Power. This article
was produced by Globetrotter.
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>» DAVID EDWARDS

Spain’s climate
catastrophe:

A shocking glimpse
into the near future

Spanish floods show how societies will
be destroyed if drastic action is not taken

n the 35 years since I first pro-
tested for action against cli-
mate change on the streets of
London, I have often wondered
what it is exactly we are try-
ing to avert. Sometimes, notably in
the wee small hours, I have tried to
imagine how a destabilised climate
might one day cause society to col-
lapse. Would the lights just go out?
Would supermarkets suddenly be
empty of food? Would there simply
be no-one to call for help? Would
law and order progressively vanish
from a newly barbarised world? For
a long time, this all seemed like far-
distant, dystopian science fiction.

Unfortunately, October’s cata-
strophic floods in Valencia, Spain of-
fer a glimpse of how, in the absence
of the kind of drastic action that is
currently nowhere on the horizon,
human societies will ultimately be
dismantled and destroyed.

The Spanish Prime Minister, Pe-
dro Sanchez, described the floods as
the “worst natural weather disaster
Spain has witnessed ‘this century.”

But of course, there was nothing
straightforwardly ‘natural’ about
what hit Turis, Chiva, Paiporta
and other towns in the region. Yes,

high-altitude isolated depressions,
known locally as ‘cold drops, are a
painful fact of life on Spain’s Medi-
terranean coast, but this ‘cold drop’
was different.

The town of Turis, for example,
received 771.8mm (30.4 inches) of
rainfall in 24 hours; the equivalent
of a year-and-a-half’s rain in one
day. Rubén del Campo, the spokes-
person for Spain’s meteorologi-
cal agency Aemet, commented: “A
relatively strong storm, a power-
ful downpour like those we see in
spring or summer, can bring 40mm
or 50mm. This storm was almost 10
times that amount.”

Dr Ernesto Rodriguez Camino, a

senior state meteorologist and mem-
ber of the Spanish Meteorological As-
sociation, observed: “Events of this
type, which used to occur many dec-
ades apart, are now becoming more
frequent and their destructive capac-
ity is greater.”

The floods left at least 223 dead
with 32 people missing. Power outag-
es have affected 140,000 people, clos-
ing more than 50 roads and most rail
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lines. Anidea of the scale of the event
is also provided by the fact that more
than 100,000 cars were damaged
or destroyed. These now constitute
100,000 obstructions weighing about
1.5 tons each that take half an hour
to be removed by heavy machinery.
Moving them all may take months.
An estimated 4,500 businesses have
been damaged, around 1,800 of them
seriously.

Despite his awareness of the se-
verity of the floods, Prime Minister
Sanchez has not covered himself in
glory. While 7,500 soldiers and 10,000
police officers, trucks, heavy road
equipment and Chinook helicopters
were deployed, they were desperate-
ly slow to arrive. After a week, many
residents were reportedly still sur-
viving without electricity and water,
and without seeing emergency work-
ers. Streets remained filled with de-
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bris and increasingly toxic mud.

The sight of elderly couples sleep-
ing outside on balconies without
heating, water or light a week after
the rains offered a glimpse into the
near future. The Spanish authori-
ties have clearly been overwhelmed
by the scale of the event. We can im-
agine how this will become an over-
whelming problem as temperatures
rise — the lights will go out one day
and will stay out.

Widespread anger at the inad-
equate relief effort culminated in
mud, rocks, sticks and bottles be-
ing thrown at the Spanish King and
Queen, and Sanchez, on a visit to
the disaster zone. Two bodyguards
were treated for injuries. While the
King braved the angry crowd, and
the Queen was hit in the face with
mud, Sanchez beat a hasty retreat
as citizens screamed “Killer!” and

\

y

g

A\

“Son of a bitch!” The PM’s car was
repeatedly kicked and hit with sticks
that smashed the rear and side win-
dows. Later, more than 100,000 pro-
testers took to the streets in Valen-
cia, clashing with riot police.

Again, this offers a glimpse of how
escalating climate disasters dev-
astating communities will fuel ex-
treme, ultimately uncontrollable,
anger and violence. People who lose
everything, including their loved
ones, will be looking to blame lo-
cal authorities and national govern-
ments, not carbon emissions, or fos-
sil fuel companies.

Climate deniers have made much
of the fact that Spanish engineers
have described how the extreme
loss of life was the result of a failure
to properly maintain and clear flood
channels. This led to blockages in
the flow of floodwater which, when

Cars perch
precariously
on the edge of
a bridge after
the flooding in
Valencia, Spain

subsequently breached, released a
tsunami-like wave of water that tore
through residential areas at lower
levels where it had not even been
raining. But the fact is that near-
ly a year’s worth of rain fell in just
eight hours. Dr Friederike Otto, who
leads World Weather Attribution
(WWA) at the Centre for Environ-
mental Policy, Imperial College Lon-
don, commented: “No doubt about it,
these explosive downpours were in-
tensified by climate change.”

Dr Linda Speight, lecturer at

the University of Oxford’s School of
Geography and the Environment
(SoGE), said: “Unfortunately, these
are no longer rare events. Climate
change is changing the structure of
our weather systems creating condi-
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tions where intense thunderstorms
stall over a region leading to record-
breaking rainfall — a pattern that we
are seeing time and time again.”

Otto adds: “With every fraction
of a degree of fossil fuel warming,
the atmosphere can hold more mois-
ture, leading to heavier bursts of
rainfall. These deadly floods are yet
another reminder of how dangerous
climate change has already become
at just 1.3°C of warming.”

In fact, the European -climate
agency Copernicus recently report-
ed that our planet this year reached
more than 1.5°C of warming com-
pared to the pre-industrial aver-
age. The Mediterranean Sea had its
warmest surface temperature on re-
cord in mid-August, at 28.47 degrees
Celsius (83.25 degrees Fahrenheit).

The wider context is deeply alar-
ming: “Fuelled by climate change,
the world’s oceans have broken
temperature records every single
day over the past year, a BBC anal-
ysis finds. “Nearly 50 days have
smashed existing highs for the time
of year by the largest margin in the
satellite era.”

An additional factor is that the
ground in many parts of eastern
and southern Spain is less able to
absorb rainwater following severe
drought.

The results of Valencia’s floods
will also be felt elsewhere. Dr Umair
Choksy, senior lecturer in manage-
ment at the University of Stirling
Management School, said: “The se-
vere flooding in Spain could lead to
shortages of many products to the
UK as Spain is one of the largest ex-
porters of fruits and vegetables to
the UK.”

Shoppers have already suffered
fruit and vegetable shortages in su-
permarkets this year in the weeks
after storms wrecked Spain’s green-
houses growing food exported to
Britain. The Daily Mirror report-
ed: “Spain provides a quarter of
Britain’s fresh food produce, most

It is not hard to imagine
how an escalating
stream of climate
disasters will one day
genuinely threaten

the food supply

ly from Almeria, where 4,500 hec-
tares of 13,000 hectares of green-
houses and polytunnels have been
damaged by hail and floods. Cold
weather in the region in February
2023 hit harvests, and saw many
British supermarkets forced to ra-
tion customers to two or three items
of peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers,
lettuce, salad, caulifiower, broccoli
and raspberries.”

It is not hard to imagine how an
escalating stream of climate disas-
ters will one day genuinely threaten
the food supply.

~alencia follows a dizzying list

of similar disasters in Europe and
globally. Earlier in October, flooding
killed 27 people in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, causing landslides and major
damage to infrastructure. In Septem-
ber, Storm Boris caused 26 deaths
and billions of euros in damages in
Poland, the Czech Republic, Roma-
nia, Austria and Italy, in what was
described as the worst flooding to hit
Central Europe for almost 30 years.
In June, Baden-Wurttemberg and Ba-
varia in southern Germany suffered
massive flooding, with some areas re-
ceiving a month’s rainfall in 24 hours.
In September, in the United States,
Hurricane Helene was the deadli-
est mainland storm in two decades,
claiming 233 lives, cutting off power
to 4-million people and causing dam-
age estimated at $87.9-billion.

WWA published an analysis of
the ten most deadly extreme weath-
er events of the past 20 years as are-
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sult of which more than 570,000 peo-
ple died. George Lee, environment
correspondent for RTE, Ireland’s na-
tional broadcaster, reported: “They
concluded unequivocally that, yes,
human-caused climate change in-
tensified every single one of those
most deadly events.”

Four of these top ten global weath-
er disasters occurred in Europe:
“Almost 56,000 people died during
the 2010 heatwave in Russia from ex-
treme temperatures made 3,000 to
7,000 more likely by climate change.

“Nearly 54,000 deaths were attrib-
uted to the European heat—wave of
two years ago. Italy, Spain, France,
Greece, Romania, Portugal and the
UK were all impacted. Daily tem-
perature peaks were up to 3.6C hot-
ter and 17 times more likely because
of climate change.

“Then last year, 2023, yet anoth-
er European heatwave made it onto
the top ten, most deadly list. More
than 37,000 people died when most-
ly the same group of countries as in
2022 were impacted. Portugal and
the UK escaped it this time.”

Impossibly, one might think, fossil
fuels continue to benefit from record
subsidies of $31-million (£10.-3-mil-
lion) a minute in 2022, according to
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). The IMF analysis found the
total subsidies for oil, gas and coal
in 2022 were $7-trillion (£5-trillion).
That is equivalent to 7 percent of
global GDP and almost double what
the world spends on education.

The standard pattern of respons-
es in corporate media coverage con-
tinues. At the more idiotic end of
the spectrum, we have the likes
of James Whale in the Daily Ex-
press: “The flooding in Spain has
been a tragedy. But blaming it sole-
ly on man-made climate change is
short-sighted at best, and danger-
ous at worst. The climate has always
been changing and the planet has
changed with it.” (Whale, ‘Climate
change not sole reason for disasters,



Daily Express, November 4, 2024).

Despite the highly credible evi-
dence cited above, one BBC report
was absurdly cautious: “The warm-
ing climate is also likely to have
contributed to the severity of the
floods.”

Elsewhere, brief references to cli-
mate change do appear, typically
towards the middle or end of news
reports: “Scientists trying to ex-
plain what happened see two like-
ly connections to human-caused
climate change. One is that warm-
er air holds and then dumps more
rain. The other is possible changes
in the jet stream - the river of air
above land that moves weather sys-
tems across the globe — that spawn
extreme weather.” (Graham Keeley,
211 now dead after Europe’s deadli-
est floods in 57 years, Mail on Sun-
day, November 3 2024).

To its credit, the Guardian went
further in its leader on the floods,
titled, ‘The Guardian view on cli-
mate-linked disasters: Spain’s trag-
edy will not be the last’ “In Spain,
a large majority of the public rec-
ognises the threat from climate
change and favours policies to ad-
dress it. There, as in much of the
world, catastrophic weather events
that used to be regarded as ‘natu-
ral disasters’ are now, rightly, seen
instead as climate disasters. Poli-
cies that support people and places
to adapt to heightened risks are ur-
gently needed.”

Jonathan Watts wrote an Observ-
er piece titled, ‘Spain’s apocalyptic
floods show two undeniable truths:
the climate crisis is getting worse
and Big Oil is killing us “We are
living in a time of unwelcome cli-
mate superlatives: the hottest two
years in the world’s recorded histo-
ry, the deadliest fire in the US, the
biggest fire in Europe, the biggest
fire in Canada, the worst drought in
the Amazon rainforest.

The list goes on. This is just the
start. As long as people pump gases

Queen Letizia's words
- like humanity's
entire stance on
climate collapse -
were a vacuous public
relations non-response

into the atmosphere, such records
will be broken with increasing fre-
quency until ‘worst ever’ becomes
our default expectation.”

Should we be impressed by Watts’
piece and the Guardian leader? In
reality, these are the same worthy,
toothless analyses we have been
reading for the last three decades.
The pattern is so familiar, so uni-
versal, that it is hard to perceive
the true disaster of corporate media
coverage.

Imagine if Valencia had been com-
parably devastated by an ISIS-style
terror attack. Imagine if the same at-
tackers had recently devastated Po-
land, the Czech Republic, Romania,
Austria, Italy, the United States, and
numerous other countries.

Yes, reporting would focus on the
precise details of the attacks and
their impacts. But would the agency
responsible be mentioned as an after-
thought towards the middle and end
of news reports, and almost never
mentioned in the headlines?

The terrorists responsible would
be front and centre in lurid head-
lines, as was the case with Al-Qaeda
and ISIS. Priority would be given to
the blistering denunciations of West-
ern political and military leaders,
and their calls for immediate action
to counter the threat. The public
would be mobilised — each day, eve-
ry day, for months and years — for
‘WARY

Almost none of this appears in
corporate media in response to

a rapidly growing climate threat
which, as Valencia’s fate shows very
well, is infinitely more serious than
anything offered by terrorism.

The impact of climate change con-
tinues to be presented as a human-
interest story, or as a niche scientific
issue best covered by the likes of Sir
David Attenborough in glossy BBC
documentaries.

It is not presented as an immedi-
ate, existential threat that dwarfs
in importance literally every other
subject — even Gaza, even Ukraine,
even Trump’s re-election — on the
front pages. The disastrous im-
pacts are afforded massive, alarm-
ing coverage, but the causes are
not.

The strange, fake, otherworld-
ly quality of the ‘mainstream’ re-
sponse to the crisis was captured
in an encounter between a trauma-
tised survivor of the Spanish floods
and Spain’s Queen Letizia. The sur-
vivor, breathless with grief and de-
spair, said: “They didn’t warn us.
They didn’t warn us. That’s why this
happened. Many dead. Many dead.”

Queen Letizia responded: “You're
right. You're right.”

Did this despairing woman who
had lost everything really need to
have the truth of her experience af-
firmed by a member of the fabulous-
ly privileged Royal Family? Did the
Queen have anything material or
medical to offer a woman with noth-
ing? Did she have any expertise on
any related issue to render her reas-
surances meaningful?

Queen Letizia’s words, like the
royal visit — like humanity’s entire
stance on climate collapse — were
a benevolent-seeming but vacuous
public relations non-response to a
desperately real problem that needs
real solutions. cT

David Edwards is co-editor of
Medialens, the UK media watchdog
- www.medialens.org — where this
article was first published
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> JONATHAN COOK

Biden and Starmer are
destroying international
law to protect genocide

When everything is exposed as a lie, the biggest liars triumph. The forces
of darkness rush in to fill the void. That is the future awaiting us
as the West continues its support of Israel against genocide court ruling

or more than a year, those
calling for an end to Isra-
el’s slaughter of civilians
in Gaza have been relent-
lessly vilified — as apolog—
ists for Hamas, as antisemites, even
as supporters of a genocide against
Israel and the wider Jewish people.

These smears have been but-
tressed by western politicians and
the media insisting that Israel is
conducting a legitimate, “defensive”
war with limited aims, supposedly
to eradicate Hamas and free a few
dozen remaining Israeli hostages.

The bigger picture has had to be
swept from view. That Israel has
levelled the infrastructure in Gaza
needed to sustain life; bombarded
Palestinians wherever they have
sought refuge; butchered many tens
of thousands of civilians — or more
likely hundreds of thousands; and
actively starved most of the popula-
tion by withholding aid.

And, overlooked in all of this, Is-
rael has failed to make a signifi-
cant impact on Hamas’ fighting
ability and has almost certainly en-
dangered the lives of the hostag-
es with its indiscriminate bombing
campaigns.

Finally, 14 months on, the Inter-
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national Criminal Court (ICC) has
struck a major blow against Isra-
el’s tissue of lies and deceptions —
as well as the complicity of western
elites.

Judges at the war crimes court
approved in November the issu-
ing of arrest warrants against Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his former defence
minister, Yoav Gallant.

After six months of delays, the
ICC has agreed, against a back-
ground of unprecedented intimi-
dation, to put the pair on tri-
al at The Hague for crimes
against humanity, in-
cluding the target-
ing of civilians and
the use of starva-
tion as a method
of war.

Should either
step on the soil
of any of the 124
member states,
including Brit-
ain and all of Eu-
rope, that state
will be obligated
to arrest them and
transfer them to The
Hague.

The charges laid against
Netanyahu and Gallant are likely
also to bolster the case being made
at the ICC’s sister court, the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ), that
Israel’s actions in Gaza meet the le-
gal definition of genocide.

What is clear is that the walls are
closing in on Israel, as they are for
those who have aided and abetted
its crimes. Which includes western

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

—



political and media establishments.

This is a historic — and therefore
dangerous — moment for the court
and for the international legal order.

The judges have finally plucked
up the courage to take on an ally of
Washington — in fact, its most fa-
voured client state — rather than
continuing to single out the crimes
of African dictators or official ene-
mies of the West.

It is a sign of how grave and in-
disputable Israel’s crimes are, and
quite how much the court’s own
credibility is at stake should it con-
tinue to ignore those crimes, that it
has decided to act.

The court is caught in an impos-
sible bind.

To have refused to charge Net-
anyahu and Gallant would have giv-
en the court’s implicit blessing to Is-
rael’s dismantlement, bit by bit, of
the laws of war.

It would have confirmed the crit-
icisms of those who say the ICC
serves as simply another weapon —
a legal one — to be used by the US
and Nato against states they dislike.

And it would have licensed other
states to cite the Israel exemption as
an alibi to commit their own crimes
against humanity. The ICC would
have doomed itself to irrelevance.

On the other hand, acting against
Israel — and thereby against Wash-
ington and its European satraps -
puts the court directly on a collision
course with the West.

It jeopardises the international le-
gal order the court is there to uphold
— one developed immediately after
the Second World War to prevent
the very crimes against humanity
that culminated in the Holocaust
and the US atomic bombing of Japa-
nese cities.

[his is precisely Netanyahu’s

goal, as Israel’s Haaretz newspaper
reported at the end of November:

“Netanyahu intends to
turn the ICC arrest war-
rant against him into
a global motion of no
confidence against
international law
and its institutions.”

The likelihood
is that Washing-
ton will bring the
whole edifice tum-
bling down rather
than set a precedent
in which it agrees to
sacrifice its highly
militarised client state,
strategically located in
the oil-rich Middle East.

Don’t expect much pushback
from Europe, even from the capi-
tals where the centrists — rather
than the nationalists — reign.

The hypocrisy of the European
Union, rhetorically committed to
the rule of law and the principle of
humanitarianism but in practice en-
tirely beholden militarily, economi-
cally and ideologically to the impe-
rial hub in Washington, will soon
enough be exposed.

They have only ever been inter-
ested in pursuing “humanitari-
anism” when it has served Wash-
ington’s or their own geostrategic
agenda — most recently in using
Ukraine as the battlefield in which
to fight a proxy war against Russia.

Given the evidence of what Israel
has done over the past 14 months —
Kkilling hundreds of thousands of ci-
vilians, according to the most relia-
ble estimates, and imposing a severe
aid blockade — as well as the decla-

Acting against Israel

- and thereby against
Washington and its
European satraps - puts
the ICC on a collision
course with the West

JOE BIDEN

A

rations from Israeli leaders of their
intention to make Gaza uninhab-
itable, it is hard to conceive of how
the court could not find Netanyahu
or Gallant guilty, were they put on
trial.

Or at least, it is inconceivable if le-
gal considerations — rather than po-
litical ones — are at the forefront of
the judges’ minds. After all, even a
former head of the Israeli military,
Moshe Yaalon, admitted at the be-
ginning of this month that it is clear
Israel is not defending itself in Gaza
but “ethnically cleansing” — to use
his words — the enclave.

Which is why the campaign to
pollute the case with other concerns
began immediately. Netanyahu
accused the court of being “anti-
semitic” — as he does to every body
that tries to hold him or the Israeli
army to account for their flagrant
violations of the rules of war.

Netanyahu claimed that Israel
was not starving the people of Gaza,
even as figures released by the Unit-
ed Nations showed that virtually
no food had been delivered over the
preceding 40 days to large parts of
the enclave. The UN warned that
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the people there faced “diminishing
conditions for survival.”

But according to Netanyahu, the
evidence before our eyes is noth-
ing more than a plot to blacken his —
and therefore Israel’s — name.

Once again Netanyahu, echoed by
his apologists, has imposed a false,
binary choice that can only fuel
antisemitism. His demand: either
back Israel’s genocide in Gaza or ex-
pose yourself as a Jew hater.

Palestinians, solidarity activists
and human rights organisations are
used to this. But now even the judges
of the International Criminal Court
are being tarred as antisemites.
Could there be a quicker path to
making antisemitism respectable?

In their own way, western leaders
have subtly reiterated Netanyahu’s
trivialisation of antisemitism — and
by extension, crimes against human-
ity and genocide.

Rather than staunchly defend the
court and the rule of law, they have
desperately tried to shore up the ex-
isting narrative: that Israel is the

KEIR STARMER
-

The US and Israel have
refused to ratify the Rome
Statute, which founded
the ICC: they regard
themselves as exempt
from internationl law

wronged party, not the tens of thou-
sands of Palestinian children killed
and maimed by its bombs, and the
two million-plus civilians being
starved to death by its aid blockade.

As ever, Britain and the US are
the worst offenders.

President Joe Biden impugned the
court’s motives, calling the decision
to enforce international law against
Washington’s client state “outra-
geous.” A White House spokesper-
son referred to “process errors”
in the court’s ruling but could not
specify what these supposed errors
were.

The US and Israel have refused
to ratify the Rome Statute, which
founded the ICC, for one reason
only: they regard themselves as ex-
empt from the provisions of interna-
tional law.

In other words, international law
is viewed solely as a vehicle for ad-
vancing their interests, not as
a limitation on their mili-
tary behaviour. The ICC’s
indictments against
Netanyahu and Gal-
lant have upended the
premise of a “rules-
based internation-

al order” in which

Washington alone

sets the rules.

Early in Decem-
ber, the Washing-
ton Post said ex-
actly that quiet part
out loud, stating that
the court had no busi-
ness holding the “elect-
ed leaders of a democratic

country” to account for the crimes
against humanity they are accused
of committing.

But even if we accept that false
premise — is it only dictators who
can commit war crimes? — Israel
is not a democratic country by any
measure. It is an apartheid, set-
tler-colonial state, as human rights
groups, including Israeli ones, have
been warning for years.

And its genocide is simply the
culmination of a decades-long, ze-
ro-sum process in which Israel has
sought to eradicate the rival nation-
al claims of the native Palestinian
people to their homeland.

It is in the DNA of settler-coloni-
al states to expel, segregate or ex-
terminate indigenous populations —
as the US should know well from its
own history.

On the US right, there are calls

to invoke the so-called “Hague Inva-
sion Act” of 2002, should Netanyahu
or Gallant be put on trial. That law
permits Washington to use military
force against the court if it charges
US personnel with war crimes.

More immediately, bipartisan
support appears to be growing in
Washington to revive sanctions
against senior ICC officials — a form
of intimidation designed to subvert
due process and which itself is likely
to constitute an international crime.

In 2020, Donald Trump imposed
draconian sanctions on the ICC af-
ter it announced it was investigat-
ing the US and Israel for war crimes,
committed respectively in Afghani-
stan and the occupied Palestinian
territories

Biden dropped the sanctions a few
months later, shortly after entering
office, but only in return for the ICC
“deprioritising” its investigation of
US crimes in Afghanistan.

Trump will be in the Oval Office
within weeks. The ICC knows it



is likely to face his full wrath once
more.

Already European states are jos-
tling to stay on the right side of
Washington and ignore their obliga-
tions under the Rome Statute.

France, after initially indicating
it would enforce the arrest warrant
against Netanyahu, recapitulated,
claiming the Israeli prime minister
was “immune” from arrest.

Paris echoed the White House in
justifying its decision on the entire-
ly discredited grounds that Israel is
not a party to the ICC. As has been
repeatedly pointed out, the court
has ruled it has jurisdiction in the
Palestinian territories, where Isra-
el’s crimes are being committed.

Britain has not gone so far yet

as to openly defy the court in its re-
sponse to the arrest warrants. In-
stead, it offered the most minimal,
mealy mouthed backing.

Keir Starmer, Britain’s prime
minister, and his foreign secre-
tary, David Lammy, both lawyers,
maintained a studious silence as
Netanyahu and Biden besmirched
the reputation of the court and the
standing of international law.

Yvette Cooper, the home secre-
tary who would have to approve
an arrest warrant were Netanyahu
or Gallant to arrive in the UK,
shrugged off responsibility, pretend-
ing she suddenly did not understand
the most elementary aspects of Brit-
ish law — or her role.

“That’s not a matter for me,” she
told broadcasters in a clearly re-
hearsed response.

Meanwhile, a government spokes-
person commented only that Brit-
ain would “comply with its legal ob-
ligations” — leaving it unclear how
it might interpret those obligations
were they ever put to the test.

Notably, Herzi Halevi, the head
of Israel’s military and high on the

In a jaw-dropping
moment, Lammy claimed
that Israel had not killed
enough Palestinians in
Gaza for its actions to
qualify as genocide

list of Israeli officials who face a fu-
ture indictment by the ICC, visited
the UK late last month for a meeting
with several counterparts from oth-
er nations.

Almost certainly, Starmer’s gov-
ernment issued him with “special
mission” immunity beforehand, giv-
en the risk that an arrest warrant
could have been issued at short no-
tice during his visit.

There is a pattern here hard to
miss.

Shortly before the ICC announced
its arrest warrants for Netanyahu
and Gallant, Lammy condemned
Russia at the UN in clear, unequiv-
ocal terms for vetoing a Security
Council resolution proposed by the
UK to protect civilians in Sudan.

Lammy’s concern is that a civil
war there has led to ordinary people
being subjected, in his words, to war
crimes such as “killing, rape and
starvation.”

The question then is why is Lam-
my not equally exercised by Isra-
el’s “killing, rape and starvation”
of Palestinian civilians in Gaza.
All of these crimes have been doc-
umented in horrifying detail over
the past year and are central to the
ICC’s case against Netanyahu and
Gallant.

Why, similarly, did Lammy have
no words of opprobrium - as he did
for Russia — when the Biden admin-
istration recently vetoed a Security
Council resolution for a ceasefire in
Gaza to halt the killing of Palestin-
ian civilians and secure the release
of the Israeli hostages

It is not just the British govern-

ment’s hypocrisy on show. Lammy
and Starmer have had to feign com-
plete ignorance of the most funda-
mental aspects of international law
in denying that Israel is carrying
out a genocide in Gaza.

In a jaw-dropping moment a few
weeks ago, Lammy claimed that Is-
rael had not killed enough Palestini-
ans in Gaza for its actions to qualify
as genocide.

That was doubly mendacious.

Lammy knows that Gaza’s death
toll is necessarily a massive under-
count. The enclave’s health and gov-
ernance systems, in utter disarray
after more than a year of bombard-
ment, are in no position to record
most deaths, even assuming bodies
can be unearthed from the rubble
and then identified.

But more significantly, no serious
lawyer or judge thinks that geno-
cide is determined according to a
headcount or a mathematical formu-
la. The Genocide Convention specifi-
cally lists forms of genocide — such
as the forcible transfer of children
from one group to another — that
may not entail loss of life.

And as UN Special Rapporteur
Francesca Albanese has repeated-
ly observed, the aim of the Genocide
Convention is to recognise geno-
cide at the earliest stage possible so
that mass slaughter can be averted.
And, in this case, so that Israel is de-
terred from spreading the genocide
from Gaza to the West Bank and
East Jerusalem.

As she notes: “Genocide is a pro-
cess, not an act... No Palestinian is
safe under Israeli rule.”

lhe convention is not there, as

Lammy implies, simply to serve as a
guidance note in assessing retroac-
tively whether a genocide has taken
place after the failure to stop it.

It was this stunning misunder-
standing of the law by Lammy that
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led Albanese to characterise him as
a “genocide denier.”

The term could be used just as
fairly to describe Starmer.

He recently told the House of Com-
mons that, from his previous work
as a human rights lawyer, he could
be certain that Israel was not com-
mitting genocide in Gaza.

Except, if the evidence from his
earlier professional life proves
anything at all, it is just how eco-
nomical he is being with the truth
when addressing the destruction
of Gaza.

For months, the establishment
media have been careful to avoid
referencing videos doing the rounds
on social media of Starmer readily
defining what constitutes genocide
in the period before Israel’s slaugh-
ter in Gaza began.

One video, from 2014, shows him
addressing the International Court
of Justice, the ICC’s sister court,
to set out what he characterised as
the genocidal policies of Serbia in
its 1991 siege on the Croatian city of
Vukovar, following the break-up of
Yugoslavia.

Starmer explained: “Serbian forc-
es carried out a sustained campaign
of shelling, systematic expulsion,
denial of food, water, electricity,
sanitation and medical treatment
— bombing, burning, brutal Kill-
ings and torture, which reduced the
city [of Vukovar] to rubble and de-
stroyed its Croat population.”

He clarified why he was calling
these acts a genocide rather than
an armed conflict. Because, he said,
Serbian actions were a “radically
disproportionate attack deliberately
intended to devastate the town and
its civilian population.”

As Starmer well knows, Israel’s
crimes in Gaza have been immeas-
urably worse — and on a far larg-
er scale — than anything suffered
by Vukovar. Also unlike Vukovar,
in Israel’s case its leaders have not
shied away from making clear their

Video from 2014 shows Keir Starmer, now Britain's prime Minister, addressing
the International Criminal Court, where he defined “what constitutes genocide
in the period before Israel’s slaughter in Gaza began.”

genocidal intent towards Gaza.

So how, using Starmer’s own def-
inition, does Israel’s slaughter in
Gaza not count as genocide?

Similarly, in July 2020, shortly
after he became leader of the La-
bour party, Starmer issued a video
to mark Srebrenica Memorial Day
— the anniversary of events in 1995
in which 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men
and boys were Killed and buried in
mass graves by Serbian force

Strikingly, Starmer called those
deaths a genocide, one that “must
never be forgotten.”

If he was so certain the mas-
sacre in Srebrenica amounted to

Only three years later,
Starmer was unable

to find the courage or
conviction to stand up
to either Israel or the US
and say “never again”
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a genocide — one small front in a
much larger war — how can Israel’s
slaughter in Gaza, on an incompara-
bly greater scale, not also qualify as
a genocide?

Starmer added that it was incum-
bent on the West to “use the ago-
ny and the anger that crimes like
Srebrenica bring to help us find the
courage and conviction to stand up
and say, ‘Never again’.”

It hardly needs pointing out that,
only three years later, Starmer was
unable to find the courage or convic-
tion to stand up to either Israel or
the US and say “never again” as the
Gaza genocide unfolded.

Starmer and Lammy’s comments
should be seen for what they are: an
attempt to subvert the rules of war,
in line with Israel and Washington’s
wishes.

In their repeated genocide denial,
the pair have sought to undermine
the standing of the International
Court of Justice and its large panel
of judges, all esteemed jurists of in-



ternational law.

The court ruled 11 months ago that
a “plausible” case had been made
that Israel was committing genocide
in Gaza. The situation in the enclave
is incalculably worse now.

Starmer and Lammy have treated
the ICJ with contempt. And through
their evasions and double stand-
ards, they are now weakening the
standing of the ICC, too.

Starmer’s predecessor, Jeremy
Corbyn, has suggested that the Brit-
ish government dare not identify the
slaughter in Gaza as a genocide be-
cause that “would be admitting their
own complicity in one of the greatest
crimes of our time.”

Corbyn is right, in part. Doubt-
less, the ICC’s delay in issuing the
arrest warrants reflects its nervous-
ness with where this process it has
initiated could ultimately lead.

It will be hard to restrict the
charges to Netanyahu and Gallant,
or even other Israelis, especially
when western leaders, including
Biden, Starmer and Lammy, show
they deserve to be in the dock along-
side them.

Britain has been intimately col-
luding in Israel’s genocide from the
very outset.

It is selling weapons and compo-
nents vital to the operation of F-35
fighter jets that have been bombing
Gaza and Killing huge numbers of
civilians.

It has been gun-running for Is-
rael too from its Cyprus airbase:
the largest number of deliveries of
weapons to Israel have been via the
RAF.

And from the same airbase, Brit-

The number of experts
calling out the genocide
in Gaza grows by the day.
Even Israeli Holocaust
scholars have added
their voices

ish surveillance planes secretly fly
over Gaza numerous times a day
to provide Israel with intelligence
— intelligence that most likely has
been used to target and destroy in-
frastructure, making the enclave
uninhabitable.

And on top of all that, Starmer
and his government have been jus-
tifying Israel’s war crimes as “self-
defence” and pre-empting the judg-
ment of the ICJ on whether Israel is
guilty of genocide.

That goes far beyond genocide de-
nial into the realms of active collu-
sion and participation.

But it is not just about self-preser-
vation. The number of experts call-
ing out the genocide in Gaza grows
by the day. Even Israeli Holocaust
scholars have added their voices.

One, Omer Bartov, believes not
only that there is a genocide unfold-
ing in Gaza but that it is reaching its
“final stage.”

Starmer could easily reverse
course, using the ICC decision as
the moment to declare that Israel
has crossed a threshold and that the
UK must desist from colluding in
the eradication of Gaza.

He has decided not to take that
course. He has decided to assist Is-
rael in seeing out its genocide to the
bitter end.

In equivocating about whether
the UK backs international law, at a

moment when Israel and the US are
determined to tear it down brick by
brick, Starmer is doing something
even graver. He is colluding in the
dismantlement of the rule of law
and its supporting institutions like
the ICC.

There is one of only two possible
lessons to be drawn here.

Either that Britain never tru-
ly supported international law. Its
signing up to the Rome Statute and
the ICC was always on the assump-
tion that the court was there to pun-
ish others. That it would never actu-
ally dare try to restrain countries
that belonged to a self-declared club
of “western democracies.”

Or that Britain, like the rest of Eu-
rope, is not really an independent,
sovereign state, but an outpost, a
protectorate, of an imperial hub in
Washington that dictates our for-
eign policy. Defiance cannot be con-
templated because it would not be
tolerated.

Or that both are the case.

Either way, the truth is that the
idea of a British liberal democracy is
unravelling before our eyes. When
the guardians of the liberal order,
of the rule of law and humanitarian-
ism, are unmasked as charlatans —
as is the case with both Starmer and
Biden - the forces of darkness rush
in to fill the void.

When everything is exposed as a
lie, the biggest liars triumph. That is
the future that awaits us. cT

Jonathan Cook is the author

of three books on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and a winner
of the Martha Gellhorn Special
Prize for Journalism. More of the
author’s writing can be found at
www.jonathancook.net
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DENNIS ALTMAN

Israel apartheid resembles
America’s Jim Crow South

Ta-Nehisi Coates “might persuade ardent defenders of Israel that criticism of its
refusal to recognise the claims of Palestinians is not equivalent to antisemitism”

n May 2023, renowned black

American writer Ta-Nehisi

Coates spent ten days in the

West Bank and Israel, where

he spent half his time with
Breaking the Silence, a group of for-
mer Israeli soldiers who now oppose
the occupation.

Going to Palestine was “a huge
shock to me”, he told the New York
Times. Coming back, he felt, as he
told US journalist Peter Beinart, “a
responsibility to yell” about what
he’d seen — which he describes as
apartheid and compares to the seg-
regated Jim Crow South in the Unit-
ed States.

As he was writing his new book,
The Message, the October 7 Hamas
attacks happened, followed by the
ongoing war in Gaza. He doesn’t
cover these events in the book,
though he has talked about them in
interviews, including one in which
he described the decision not to al-
low a Palestinian state legislator to
speak at the Democratic National
Convention that nominated Kama-
la Harris as “deeply inhumane.”

Coates is among the most cele-
brated and accomplished writers
in the US. He is also, importantly,
a black writer in a world still domi-
nated by white Americans. He first
grabbed attention with a 2014 es-
say on America and slavery in the
Atlantic, titled “The Case for Repa-

THE MESSAGE
Ta-Nehisi Coates
(One World, New York)
US $30/ UK £18.99

ration.” Subsequently, he has writ-
ten five books, including a novel,
The Water Dancer, set on a Virginia
slave plantation. He was even hired
to write a Superman movie.

Coates has deliberately cast

himself as part of the legacy of black
American writing, most notably
through lyrical language that ech-
oes the writer and civil rights activ-

ist James Baldwin. After reading his
memoir about the experience of being
black in America, Between The World
and Me, fellow writer Toni Morrison
said she regarded him as Baldwin’s
heir.

The Message is a series of three
essays directed at Coates’ writing
students at Howard University. In
it, he chronicles three very different
journeys. The final essay, about his
trip to Israel-Palestine, takes up al-
most half the book.

His first trip is to Senegal, in
search of the origins of Afro-Amer-
ican slavery. In the second, he vis-
its a small town in South Caroli-
na where there have been attempts
to ban Between The World and Me
from being taught in schools. Not
surprisingly, all three sections are
haunted by his awareness of rac-
ism and colonialism. His name, Ta-
Nehisi, is a deliberate reference to
the ancient Egyptian term for the
kingdom of Nubia, sometimes trans-
lated as “land of the blacks.”

Coates recognises that Western
defence of slavery depended on de-
fining the African as subhuman,
just as Western colonialism justi-
fied itself with an ideology of rac-
ism. In Senegal, he visits the island
of Goree, for four centuries the larg-
est slave trading port on the African
coast, now a world heritage site.

But like other African-American
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writers who have gone to Africa in
search of their roots, he recognises
that he is an outsider: “We have a
right to our imagined traditions, to
our imagined places, and those tra-
ditions and places are most power-
ful when we confess that they are
imagined.”

These thoughts echo again when
Coates struggles to come to terms
with Israel, where both Palestin-
ians and Israelis hold deeply felt
emotional connections to the land,
which makes compromise difficult.

In Chapin, South Carolina, teach-
er Mary Wood faced calls for her fir-
ing for teaching Between the World
and Me, and pushed back against an
attempt to ban her teaching it. The
Message is frustrating in its lack of
detail about the case, but Woods’
battle with the local school board
has been widely reported as part of
ongoing conflict within the US over
censorship of books dealing with ra-
cial and sexual injustice. Coates is
too focused on the fate of his own
book to stand back and analyse the
bigger conflict it represents.

America’s culture wars are es-
sentially battles over how to define
a national identity — or, as Coates
writes, to “privilege the apprehen-
sion of national dogmas over the
questioning of them.” Our attack on
“black armband” history (as named
by Geoffrey Blainey in 1993) is par-
alleled by right-wing American de-
nials of the centrality of slavery to
the creation of the US, and debates
over “critical race theory.”

Coates’ account of his trip to

Palestine has been the most contro-
versial aspect of his book. Signifi-
cantly, he begins this section with
an account of his visit to the World
Holocaust Remembrance Center.
His sense of the horrors recorded
there makes his account of Israeli
occupation and dispossession of Pal-

da

Goree Island, off the West Coast of Africa, is a monument to the departure point

.

for millions of victims of the North American slave trade

estinians more poignant. Reflect-
ing on the memorial, Coates writes:
“Every time I visit a space of memo-
ry dedicated to this particular catas-
trophe I always come away thinking
that it was worse than I thought,
worse than I could ever imagine.”

Aware of the racism that sur-
rounds him as a black American,
Coates can imagine himself as both
Palestinian and Israeli. This gener-
osity of imagination does not pre-
vent critical analysis. His accounts
of life in the occupied West Bank
underline the reality that Israel has
imposed a regime that is effective-
ly based on the subordination and
dispossession of Palestinians — and
a deliberate attempt, he writes, to
deny any possibility of a genuine
two-state solution.

Aware of the racism
that surrounds him

as a black American,
Coates can imagine
himself as both
Palestinian and Israeli

30 ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net

The Israeli lobby is outraged by
claims Israel has created an apart-
heid regime: many see the term as
motivated by antisemitism. This is
the implicit message of much of the
pro-Israeli lobby, as summed up in
the demands that Australian uni-
versities adopt a particular defini-
tion of antisemitism.

The strength of Coates’ analysis is
that he minimises neither the real-
ity of antisemitism, nor that of Isra-
el’s domination of Palestinians. De-
fenders of Israel struggle to accept
that once-persecuted people can be-
come the persecutors. Yet, as Coates
writes, “There was no ultimate vic-
tim, that victims and victimizers
were ever flowing.”

In Coates’ view, Israel is not a de-
mocracy. To claim otherwise, he be-
lieves, is to deny the reality of Isra-
el’s effective control of seven million
Palestinians living on the West
Bank and Gaza, who are now sub-
ject to dispossession and destruc-
tion in ways that resemble the worst
carnage of World War II.

It is extraordinary that our poli-
ticians who can extol the virtues of
multiculturalism remain blind to
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the realities of Israeli occupation,
and indeed to the growing assertion
of Jewish supremacy over those Is-
raeli residents, around 25 percent of
whom are not Jewish.

“Those who claimed Israel as the
only democracy in the Middle East
were just as likely to claim that
America was the oldest democracy
in the world,” he writes. “And both
claims relied on excluding whole
swaths of the population.”

Coates comes closest to explain-
ing this paradox in his account of a
plaque in Jerusalem that bears the
name of a former US ambassador
and proclaims “the unbreakable
bond” between the two nations. This
bond, it reads, is based on the shared
ideals of the Bible, language that re-
verberates among many evangelical
Christians today.

For millions of Americans, criti-
cism of Israel becomes criticism of
the US itself. The strength of the Is-
raeli lobby in the US is enormous.
The Israel Public Affairs Committee
(ATPAC), which spent over $100-mil-
lion this year, helped at least 318
American politicians win their seats
in the recent US elections.

=
A British protester displays his “Freedom For Palestine” scarf at the start of
London's Al Quds Rally in solidarity with Palestinians

Not surprisingly, Palestinian voic-
es go largely unheard in the US.
Coates points to a study that dem-
onstrates over a 50-year period end-
ing in 2019, only 2 percent of opin-
ion pieces discussing Palestine had
Palestinian authors. (The study cov-
ered four major mainstream pub-
lications, including the New York
Times and Washington Post.)

M any reviews of The Message

have been critical. Paul Sehgal in the
New Yorker described it as “a public
offering seemingly designed for pri-
vate ends, an artefact of deep shame
and surprising vanity which reads
as if it had been conjured to settle
its author’s soul.” I think the book is
stronger than Sehgal suggests.

The Message is written as a con-
versation with Coates’ writing stu-
dents, and his growing realisation
that “becoming a good writer would
not be enough.”

He acknowledges his own lim-
its: “I had gone to Palestine, like I'd
gone to Senegal, in pursuit of my
own questions and thus had not

fully seen the people on their own
terms.”

In fact, though, he did pay atten-
tion. The section on Palestine in-
cludes conversations with both Pal-
estinians and Israelis, as well as
references to the voluminous liter-
ature on the conflict. (Unfortunate-
ly, he does not include footnotes or
a bibliography.) Since the publica-
tion of this book, Coates has become
an active advocate for Palestinian
rights. He recognises he has come
late to this debate.

Yes, as his own words suggest,
there is egocentrism in The Mes-
sage. But I read it as an honest at-
tempt to think through how a writer
can best influence the world when
confronted by slaughter and in-
humanity. The Message is an una-
shamedly personal book. At times, it
reads as if the author were in analy-
sis, working through the privileges
and burdens of being a successful
writer and intellectual.

At several points, he refers to
himself as both a writer and a stew-
ard, with an obligation to speak out
about injustice to others. He writes
of his books as his children, which
“leave home, travel, have their own
relationships, and leave their own
impressions.” (He hints that of his
five “children,” his favourite is his
novel, The Water Dancer.)

I only wish the ardent defenders
of Israel who occupy Australia’s par-
liament could be persuaded to read
Coates’ book. At least it might per-
suade them that criticism of Isra-
el’s refusal to recognise the claims
of Palestinians is not equivalent to
antisemitism. CcT

Dennis Altman is Vice Chancellor’s
Fellow and Professorial Fellow,
Institute for Human Security

and Social Change, La Trobe
University. He is affiliated with the
Jewish Council of Australia.

This article was first published

at www.theconversation.com
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>» NORMAN SOLOMON

If the effects of Biden's foreign policy end up
as key factors in nuclear annihilation, historians
will not be around to assess his culpability

Omnicide

resident Biden has nev-

er wavered from approv-

ing huge arms shipments

to Israel during more than

13 months of mass mur-
der and deliberate starvation of Pal-
estinian civilians in Gaza. Biden’s
crucial role earned him the name
“Genocide Joe.”

That nickname might seem shrill,
but it’s valid. Although Biden will
not be brought to justice for serving
as a key accomplice to the horrific
crimes against humanity that con-
tinue in Gaza, the label sticks — and
candid historians will condemn him
as a direct enabler of genocide.

Biden could also qualify for anoth-
er nickname: “Omnicide Joe.”

In contrast to the Genocide Joe so-
briquet, which events have already
proven apt, Omnicide Joe is a bit
anticipatory. That’s inevitable, be-
cause if the cascading effects of his
foreign policy end up as key factors
in nuclear annihilation, historians
will not be around to assess his cul-
pability for omnicide — defined as
“the destruction of all life or all hu-
man life.”

That definition scarcely over-
states what scientists tell us would
result from an exchange of nuclear
weapons. Researchers have discov-
ered that “nuclear winter” would
quickly set in across the globe, blot-
ting out sunlight and wiping out ag-

riculture, with a human survival
rate of perhaps 1 or 2 percent.

With everything - literally — at
stake, you might think that avert-
ing thermonuclear war between the
world’s two nuclear superpowers,
Russia and the United States, would
be high on a president’s to-do list.
But that’s hardly been the case with
Biden since he first pulled up a chair
at the Oval Office desk.

In fact, Biden has done a lot dur-
ing the first years of this decade to
inflame the realistic fears of nucle-
ar war. His immediate predecessor
Donald Trump pulled the US out of
two vital treaties — Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces and Open
Skies — and Biden did nothing to
reinstate them. Likewise, Trump
killed the Iran nuclear deal negoti-
ated during the Obama administra-
tion, and Biden let it stay dead.

Instead of fulfilling his 2020
campaign promise to adopt a US pol-
icy of no-first-use of nuclear weap-
ons, two years ago Biden signed off
on the Nuclear Posture Review policy
document that explicitly declares the
opposite. Last year, under the euphe-
mism of “modernization,” the US
government spent $51-billion — more
than every other nuclear-armed
country combined — updating and
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sustaining its nuclear arsenal, gain-
ing profligate momentum in a process
that’s set to continue for decades.
Before and after Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine in late February 2022,
Biden showed a distinct lack of in-
terest in actual diplomacy to pre-

vent the war or to end it. Three
days before the invasion, writing in
the Financial Times, Jeffrey Sachs
pointed out: “Biden has said repeat-
edly that the US is open to diplo-
macy with Russia, but on the issue
that Moscow has most emphasised
— NATO enlargement — there has
been no American diplomacy at all.
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin
has repeatedly demanded that the
US forswear NATO’s enlargement
into Ukraine, while Biden has re-
peatedly asserted that membership
of the alliance is Ukraine’s choice.”
While Russia’s invasion and hor-
rible war in Ukraine should be con-
demned, Biden has compounded Pu-
tin’s crimes by giving much higher



priority to Washington’s cold-war
mania than to negotiation for peace
— or to mitigation of escalating risks
of nuclear war.

From the outset, Biden scarcely
acknowledged that the survival of
humanity was put at higher risk by
the Ukraine war. In his first State of
the Union speech, a week after the
invasion, Biden devoted much of his
oratory to the Ukraine conflict with-
out saying a word about the height-
ened danger that it might trigger
the use of nuclear weapons.

During the next three months, the
White House posted more than 60
presidential statements, documents
and communiques about the war in
Ukraine. They all shared with his
State of the Union address a stun-
ning characteristic — the complete
absence of any mention of nuclear
weapons or nuclear war dangers —
although experts gauged those dan-
gers as being the worst they’d been
since the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.

With occasional muted references
to not wanting a US military clash
with nuclear-armed Russia, during
the last 33 months the Biden admin-
istration has said it did not want to
cross its own red lines — and then
has repeatedly proceeded to do so.

Superhawk John Bolton, a former
national security advisor to Presi-
dent Trump, summarised the pro-
cess on CNN while bemoaning that
Biden’s reckless escalation hasn’t
been even more reckless: “It’s been
one long public debate after an-
other, going back to ‘Shall we sup-
ply ATACMS [ballistic missiles] to
the Ukrainians at all?’ First it’s no,
then there’s a debate, then there’s
yes. ‘Should we supply the Ukrain-
ians Abrams tanks?’ First it’s no,
then there’s a long debate, then it’s
yes. ‘Should we supply the Ukrain-
ians with F-16s?’ First it’s no, then
there’s a long debate, and it’s yes.
Now, ‘Can we allow the Ukrainians
to use ATACMS inside Russia? Af-
ter a long debate, now it’s yes.”

Heralded or reviled, Biden’s sup-
posed restraint during the Ukraine
war has faded, with more and more
dangerous escalation in its place.

Biden’s recent green light for

Ukraine to launch longer-range mis-
siles into Russia is another jump to-
ward nuclear warfare. As a Quincy
Institute analyst wrote, “the stakes,
and escalatory risks, have steadily
crept up.” In an ominous direction,
“this needlessly escalatory step has
put Russia and NATO one step closer
to a direct confrontation — the win-
dow to avert catastrophic miscalcula-
tion is now that much narrower.”
Like Biden and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken as well as the Dem-
ocratic and Republican phalanx of
Ukraine war cheerleaders on Capi-
tol Hill, Bolton doesn’t mention that
polling shows strong support among
Ukrainian people for negotiations to

put a stop to the war. “An average of
52 percent of Ukrainians would like
to see their country negotiate an
end to the war as soon as possible”
Gallup reported, compared to only
38 percent who say “their country
should keep fighting until victory.”

Biden and other war boosters
have continued to scorn, as capitula-
tion and accommodation to aggres-
sion, what so much of the Ukraini-
an population now says it wants — a
negotiated settlement. Instead, top
administration officials and laptop-
warrior pundits in the press corps
are eager to tout their own mettle by
insisting that Ukrainians and Rus-
sians must keep killing and dying.

Elites in Washington continue
to posture as courageous defend-
ers of freedom with military esca-
lation in Ukraine, where hundreds
of thousands have already died.
Meanwhile, dangers of nuclear war
increase. In mid-November, Putin
“lowered the threshold for a nu-
clear strike in response to a broad-
er range of conventional attacks,”
Reuters reported, “and Moscow said
Ukraine had struck deep inside Rus-
sia with US-made ATACMS mis-
siles.... Russia had been warning
the West for months that if Wash-
ington allowed Ukraine to fire US,
British and French missiles deep
into Russia, Moscow would consider
those NATO members to be directly
involved in the war in Ukraine.”

For President Biden, the verdict
of Genocide Joe is already in. But
if, despite pleas for sanity, he turns
out to fully deserve the name Omni-
cide Joe, none of us will be around
to read about it. CcT

Norman Solomon is the national
director of RootsAction.org and
executive director of the Institute
for Public Accuracy. His latest
book, War Made Invisible: How
America Hides the Human Toll
of Its Military Machine, was
published in paperback this fall.
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» ARNOLD ISAACS

Where are the new
Trump fact checkers?

Why countering Trump's falsehoods is more urgent than ever

uring this year’s pres-

idential election cam-

paign, I was puzzled

and increasingly trou-

bled that the issue of
truth-telling — and the spectacu-
lar lack of it from one candidate —
wasn’t getting the sort of focus or
emphasis in the news coverage it
should have received. We heard or
read about Donald Trump’s specif-
ic false statements just about eve-
ry day (because they happened just
about every day). But we didn’t of-
ten hear about the deeper ques-
tions those falsehoods raised and
continue to raise: What will it mean
to have a president of the Unit-
ed States who has no regard for
the truth and often no idea what it
is? What will it do to public life if a
president’s words can’t be trusted,
no matter what he’s talking about?
What are the possible consequences
if a president consistently ignores or
distorts proven facts, and how much
will those distortions shape his poli-
cy decisions and actions?

For obvious reasons those ques-
tions became more significant, not
less, with Trump’s victory. His ha-
bitual disregard for the truth isn’t
just an old story from a past presi-
dency, but today’s and tomorrow’s
news for the next four years. So,
journalists, opinion-makers, and an-
yone else whose voice reaches the

public need to keep raising the issue
in the weeks leading up to Trump’s
second inauguration and after he
takes office. That means not just
calling out individual falsehoods
but connecting the dots, reminding
us of his overall record and what it
should tell us about the next phase
of American public life. Neil Brown,
president of the Poynter Institute
and a co-founder of the fact-check-
ing website PolitiFact, got it right in
a fundraising email two days after
the election when he reminded sup-
porters that “facts are the founda-
tion of our reality.” Checking facts,
he went on, “is time-consuming but
essential... There is no off switch on
the dial of misinformation.”

E the most part, we have no way
of knowing which of Trump’s false
statements are conscious lies — when
he’s saying something he knows isn’t
true — and when he believes his own
words because they fit into the made-
up world he’s concocted in the insu-
lated bubble of his mind. But that
distinction hardly matters when it
comes to what kind of president he’ll
be. A chronicliar or chronically delu-
sional, either one is a dangerous per-
son to have in the White House for
the next four years. That makes it es-
sential to keep a spotlight not just on
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specific factual issues as they crop up
in the news, but on the broader cred-
ibility question as well, tracking the
misinformation Trump and his crew
will almost certainly spew out and,
where possible, countering its influ-
ence on policy decisions and official
actions.

Perhaps the most immediate and
urgent need for that kind of fact-
checking will be on immigration
policy, where Donald Trump has
consistently misrepresented es-
sential facts for many years. The
sheer volume of those falsehoods is
breathtaking. A recent report from
the Marshall Project, a nonprofit in-
vestigative news site, documented
12,000 false statements of his on that
issue alone — no, that’s not a mis-
print, twelve thousand untrue state-
ments! — during his years in the
public arena. I searched but found
no indication that Trump has ever
backed down from any of them or
acknowledged that anything he said
on the subject was untrue. Corrobo-
rating that impression, Anna Flagg,
one of the coauthors of the Marshall
Project paper, wrote in response to
an email inquiry that she is “person-
ally not aware of Trump correcting
any of these statements.”

Far from correcting such false-
hoods, he has often repeated them
even after they were thoroughly
and conclusively debunked. One of
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MADE-UP WORLD: “Donald Trump has consistently misrepresented essential facts for many years. The sheer volume of

those falsehoods is breathtaking”

many examples was his claim in a
late September blog post that “13,000
convicted murderers entered our
Country during [Kamala Harris’s]
three and a half year period as Bor-
der Czar — Also currently in our
Country because of her are 15,811
migrants convicted of rape and sex-
ual assault.” Journalists quickly es-
tablished that those numbers, listed
on a chart prepared by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS),
were, in fact, a count of people who
had entered the country over a more
than 40-year time span, including
Donald Trump’s four years as presi-
dent. That airtight refutation didn’t
stop him from repeating the same

false allegation a month later, when
he declared in an interview with
the podcaster Joe Rogan that “oth-
er countries are allowed to empty
their prisons into our country with
murderers, we had 13,099 murder-
ers dropped in our country over the
last three years.”

Nor were those murderers able

to “freely and openly roam our Coun-
try,” as Trump claimed in yet another
post. The list of convicted murder-
ers, a DHS spokesperson told CNN,
included “many who are under the
jurisdiction or currently incarcer-

ated by federal, state or local law en-
forcement partners.” (Confusingly,
the DHS chart lists all 13,099 as “un-
detained,” but that means only that
they weren’t in the custody of the US
immigration agency, not that they
weren’t in state or federal prisons.)
Another example came during
Trump’s September 10th debate
with Kamala Harris, when, speak-
ing about Haitian immigrants in
Ohio, he alleged that “in Spring-
field, they’re eating the dogs. The
people that came in. They’re eating
the cats. They’re eating — they’re
eating the pets of the people that
live there” — a story police and lo-
cal officials had already declared
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to be untrue. Trump also regular-
ly exaggerates the number of Hai-
tians actually in Springfield, as
when he told listeners to the Rogan
podcast that “32,000 migrants that
don’t speak the language” had been
“dropped” there. The actual esti-
mate is 10,000-12,000.

Reminding us of the facts when it
comes to those and numerous oth-
er distortions is crucially impor-
tant now that Trump will again be
in a position not just to bluster about
immigration but to execute policies
that will affect huge numbers of
men, women, and children.

Starting  now, fact-checkers
should do everything they can to
make Americans aware of the ac-
tual facts — such as the strong like-
lihood that the mass deportations
he’s vowed to launch “on day one” of
his presidency will upend the lives
of many people who are not illegal
immigrants but are in the US legally
(a category that includes almost all
of the Haitians in Springfield that
Trump wants sent “back to their
country”).

In that effort, truth-tellers should
also monitor statements by advisers
who have their own records of in-
cendiary anti-immigrant rhetoric —
particularly, Tom Homan, Trump’s
prospective “border czar,” and Ste-
phen Miller, one of the principal
architects of the sweeping ban on
Muslim immigrants that Trump im-
posed early in his first term, who is
slated to return to the White House
as deputy chief of staff.

Along with spreading the truth
about immigration, fact-checkers
monitoring Trump and his team
should do what they can to correct
counterfactual statements on other
important issues the new adminis-
tration will be dealing with.

Climate change is one example
of a crucial issue where Trump has
regularly minimised the risk, es-
poused policies (“drill, baby, drill”)
that will increase the danger, and

Climate change is one
example of a crucial
issue where Trump has
regularly minimised the
risk, espoused policies
that will increase danger

misrepresented scientific evidence
(as in his assertion that “the ocean
will rise 1/8 of an inch over the next
200 to 300 years,” a figure thou-
sands of times less than the 10 to 12-
inch rise over 30 years predicted by
the US government’s Interagency
Task Force on Sea Level Change).

Ect-checking will also be highly
relevant on a looming subject that
has potentially significant implica-
tions not for government policy but
for public trust in the American le-
gal and judicial system: the end, per-
manent or temporary, of criminal
proceedings against Donald Trump
himself.

Barring unforeseen surprises,
it appears certain that the cases
against him will either be dropped
or put on indefinite hold, probably
before he even takes office. When
that happens, he will undoubtedly
insist that he’s been completely ex-
onerated, did nothing wrong, and
was unjustly prosecuted for political
reasons.

Presumably, that claim will be
challenged, but it’s another case
where fact-checkers should be at
work reminding the public of what
he’s been accused of doing, detail by
detail, and recalling what the evi-
dence has shown us about Trump’s
past actions and the true origins
of those cases. More broadly and
looking further ahead, fact-check-
ing — not just labelling particular
statements false as they occur, but
systematically keeping track of and
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reporting on the cumulative record
of Trump’s misstatements — should
be a top priority during the new ad-
ministration. A possible model is
the Washington Post’s project dur-
ing Trump’s first presidency, when
its staffers maintained a database of
his untruths.

The Post’s final tally was 30,573
false or misleading claims during
his time in the White House — an av-
erage of 21 untruths a day for four
years! If the Post and other publica-
tions do something similar this time
around, I hope they will periodically
publish their findings, both as front-
page stories and perhaps a front-
page box every week or two with the
totals and notable examples during
the preceding interval.

One more suggestion for journal-
ists: while tracking Trump’s false
statements in the coming weeks and
months, don’t just seek comments
from him or his mouthpieces, but fol-
low up on factual questions with oth-
er Republican politicians. Whenever
possible — at confirmation hearings,
say (if Trump doesn’t succeed in by-
passing that check-and-balance pro-
cedure) — reporters should press
congressional Republicans to re-
spond to his falsehoods and declare
on the record what they believe is
true.

For example: “Senator, do you be-
lieve that 13,000 murderers from
other countries were admitted to
this country during the Biden ad-
ministration and are now walking
around free in American cities and
towns?” And if the senator or rep-
resentative dodges the question, as
many undoubtedly will, follow it up:
“Senator, are you aware that those
murderers came over a period of 40
years, not just the last four, and that
quite a few of them are in prison, not
‘walking around free’?” You get the
idea.

If and when a Republican poli-
tician does actually acknowledge
a Trump falsehood, the reporter



shouldn’t let it go at that, but ask a
further set of questions: “Have you
told people who voted for you and
your party that this story isn’t true
and what the actual facts are? Do
you and other members of your par-
ty have any obligation to act against
the spread of such false beliefs so
that what your supporters think will
be based on verified facts and not
the president’s false information?”

It’s almost impossible to believe
that any ongoing fact-checking ef-
fort will change Trump’s style or
make his public discourse any more
truthful. Nor will it convince his die-
hard supporters, who will continue to
trust his statements no matter what
the evidence shows.

But there must be people out there
who voted for him but are still open-
minded enough to be convinced by
the actual facts. Presumably, more
of those people will accept more of
those facts when they hear them
not from Trump’s opponents or the

With only a few
honourable exceptions,
Republican politicians’
loyalty to Trump has
consistently outweighed
any loyalty to the truth

news media but from their side of
the political divide, from Republican
office holders or others they believe
represent their views. So, it will be
critical for fact-checkers to keep the
pressure on elected officials and oth-
ers who have some credibility with
Trump’s constituents and challenge
them to publicly correct the false-
hoods that we can confidently ex-
pect will continue pouring out from
his White House.

The record of that group up to
now does not inspire much hope.
With only a few honourable excep-
tions, Republican politicians’ loy-
alty to Trump has consistently out-
weighed any loyalty to the truth.

But now, when his conscious and

unconscious falsehoods are about to
be combined with presidential pow-
ers and so will pose potentially un-
fathomable dangers for American
public life, reversing the balance be-
tween those conflicting loyalties is
more urgent than in the last eight
years or perhaps ever in our history.
Confronting lies and correcting un-
truths will be essential in meeting
that threat — and I hope fact-check-
ers and truth tellers will rise to the
challenge. cT

Arnold R. Isaacs, a journalist and
writer based in Maryland, was
formerly a reporter and foreign
correspondent for the Baltimore
Sun. He is the author of Without
Honor: Defeat in Vietnam and
Cambodia, now available in

an updated edition; Vietnam
Shadows: The War, Its Ghosts,
and Its Legacy; and an online
report, “From Troubled Lands:
Listening to Pakistani and Afghan
Americans in Post-9/11 America.”
This article was first published at
www.tomdispatch.com
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SARAH ANDERSON & SAM PIZZIGATI

Are corporate titans worth
the billions they suck in?

s the labour of corporate CEQs really hundreds of times

more valuable than the labour of other leaders?

n the span of just a few weeks,

two enterprises that have

become institutional  fix-

tures on the American scene

— Chrysler, the Big Three
automaker, and the Ford Founda-
tion, the philanthropic pace-setter
— have named new top executives.

Neither of the two has any experi-
ence in the industry he now labours.

Robert Nardelli, the new Chrysler
CEO, has never before worked for a
car company. He comes out of Gener-
al Electric and a brief, unhappy stint
at Home Depot. Luis Ubinas, the new
Ford Foundation president, has nev-
er before run a nonprofit. He spent
the last 18 years at McKinsey & Com-
pany, the consulting firm, working
mostly with the high-tech sector.

No matter. In the United States
today, you don’t need to have expe-
rience in the work of an enterprise
to lead it. You just need to be a lead-
er. You need to have demonstrated
a capacity to innovate and inspire,
analyse and imagine. If you have
these leadership skills, you are con-
sidered able to perform successfully
as a leader almost anywhere. A gen-
eral can become a school superin-
tendent. A media entrepreneur can
become a mayor. A credit card exec-
utive can run a computer company.

Leadership, in short, has become
a marketable skill set. We have aca-
demic centres that teach leadership,

headhunters who search for it. Lead-
ership skills, and leadership skills
alone, can make you an eminently
hot commodity in the job market.

But this leadership market oper-
ates in a curious fashion. It has no
“going rate.” Some people with lead-
ership skills in our contemporary
United States - those who sit atop
America’s business enterprises -
are capturing far more compensa-
tion for their labours than those in
other fields who appear to hold the
same skill set.

‘ ~ e have just helped complete

the 14th annual edition of Execu-
tive Excess, the Institute for Policy
Studies analysis that typically con-
centrates on the pay gap between
America’s top corporate executives
and our nation’s workers. This time
around, we took a somewhat differ-
ent approach. We didn’t just compare
CEO and worker compensation. We
compared America’s business lead-

Today's average
American CEQ

from a Fortune 500
company makes

364 times an
average worker's pay
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ers with leaders elsewhere in Ameri-
can society, leaders in sectors rang-
ing from nonprofits and the military
to the federal executive and legisla-
tive branches.

What did we find? The pay gap be-
tween business leaders today and
their leadership counterparts in
other walks of American life is now
running wider — often phenomenal-
ly wider — than the pay gap a gener-
ation ago between business leaders
and average American workers.

Back around 1980, big-time corpo-
rate CEOs in the United States took
home just over 40 times the pay of
average American workers. Today’s
average American CEO from a For-
tune 500 company makes 364 times
an average worker’s pay and over 70
times the pay of a four-star Army
general.

Another example of our contem-
porary leadership pay gap: Last
year, the top 20 earners in the most
lucrative corner of America’s busi-
ness sector, the private equity and
hedge fund world, pocketed 680
times more in rewards for their la-
bours than the nation’s 20 highest-
paid leaders of nonprofit institu-
tions pocketed for theirs — and 3,315
times more than the top 20 officials
of the federal executive branch, an
august group that includes the Pres-
ident of the United States.

The gaps become even more pro-



found when we look at the leaders
of Congress, an institution whose
pay policies have down through
the years regularly fuelled public
outrage. Last year, the pay for the
20 highest-ranking leaders in Con-
gress, taken together, totalled less
than the personal earnings of the
corporate CEO who ranked 348th
in the Associated Press’s compensa-
tion survey.

Once upon a time, we didn’t have
this sort of leadership pay gap in
the United States. Indeed, into the
1970s, typical big-time CEOs made
only modestly more than Presidents
of the United States.

One big reason why: steeply grad-
uated federal income tax rates.

Throughout the 1950s, the Eisen-
hower years, the top marginal tax
rate on income over $400,000 hov-
ered at 91 percent. In the 1960s and
1970s, that top rate never dropped
below 70 percent on income over
$200,000.

lhese tax rates sent corporate

boards a powerful cultural message.
If they were paying their top execu-
tives over several hundred thousand
dollars a year, they were paying too
much. And corporations by and large
heeded that message. CEO paychecks
didn’t start soaring into the compen-
sation stratosphere until the early

1980s, with the coming of the Reagan
Revolution.

In 1981, Ronald Reagan’s first year
in office, the top federal marginal
rate on America’s highest incomes
dropped to 50 percent, then fell
again five years later to 28 percent.
The top rate has bounced around,
within a narrow window, ever since
and now stands at 35 percent, just
half the top rate in place during the
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, and Carter
administrations.

These top rates, to be sure, don’t
reflect what high-earners actual-
ly pay in taxes, once they exploit
all the loopholes they can find. In
2005, the most recent year with IRS
data available, the highest earn-
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ing 0.01 percent of tax filers, all
13,776 of them, reported an average
$27.3-million in income. They paid
just 20.9 percent of that in federal in-
come tax.

Fifty years earlier, the nation’s
most affluent made much less in in-
come and paid a far higher tax rate.
We have available, for 1955, pub-
lished IRS data for the 13,983 high-
est-income returns, a group that
almost exactly matches the total
of 13,776 returns that made up the
top 0.01 percent in 2005. These top
13,983 returns in 1955 averaged, in
2005 dollars, only $1.8-million in in-
come. Nearly half of that, 47.4 per-
cent, went to federal income tax.

Today’s much lower top tax rates
may not have directly “caused” the
executive pay cascade of the past
quarter-century. But these lower
rates, history seems to show, defi-
nitely opened the floodgates.

Should we be worried about our
current colossal pay gaps between
business leaders and those we hold
responsible for protecting our na-
tional security, providing essential
public services, and crafting the
laws that govern us? We certain-
ly should. As a society, we are pay-
ing an enormous cost, an incredibly
draining cost, for tolerating the sky-
high price of business leadership.

Our leadership pay gaps are si-
phoning off talent from public ser-
vice and creating a nonstop revolv-
ing door between government and
the business world that breeds con-
flict of interest and corruption and
distorts our democracy. Our pay
gaps are discouraging individuals
with leadership talent from enter-
ing less lucrative fields where their
skills could make an important con-
tribution to our common well-being.

But these gaps have perhaps an
even more damaging impact. The
higher business leadership pay
rises, the louder the demands for
higher leadership pay in non-busi-
ness sectors. In 2005, the most cur-

As a society, we are
paying an enormous cost,
an incredibly draining
cost, for tolerating the
sky-high price of
business leadership

rent year with data, the 20 highest-
paid nonprofit leaders in the United
States averaged nearly $1-million
each in compensation, $965,698 to
be exact. High paychecks in busi-
ness are clearly working to raise
leadership salaries elsewhere as
well — and increasing the internal
pay gaps between leaders and work-
ers in non-business sectors. And
that’s not good.

Modern enterprises, be they

in business or non-business sectors,
work best when they flatten top-down
hierarchies and endeavour to tap the
wisdom and experience of people ac-
tually doing the work of the enter-
prise, the people closest to customers
and clients or to the production pro-
cess. All employees in an enterprise,
management science tells us, have
important contributions to make.
But compensation policies that
concentrate rewards at the top pro-
claim the exact opposite. These pay
policies assume that chief execu-
tives add hundreds, even thousands
of times more value to our enter-
prises than average workers. These
policies discourage the contribution
of average employees. They foster
defective, not effective, enterprises.
In the years before his 2005 death
at the age of 95, Peter Drucker, the
father of modern management sci-
ence, advocated for a significantly
narrower gap between enterprise
executives and workers. An enter-
prise’s pay differential between top
and bottom, Drucker believed, real-
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ly ought never stretch much beyond
20-to-1. Any executive pay appre-
ciably above that ratio would only
nurture habits and cultures that
high-performing and productive en-
terprises should avoid.

Drucker’s long-standing interest
in pay ratios suggests a course of ac-
tion worth exploring today. The gov-
ernment can’t dictate what corpora-
tions pay their top executives. But
the government can certainly stop
rewarding corporations that pay
their top execs enormously more
than their workers.

In Congress, Rep. Barbara Lee (D-
Calif.) is promoting a reform that
would cap the amount of executive
compensation corporations are per-
mitted to deduct off their taxes to 25
times the pay of a company’s lowest-
paid worker.

Other reformers are talking about
taking a similar approach to gov-
ernment procurement, by denying
contracts to corporations that pay
their top executives over 25 or 50 or
even 100 times what their workers
earn. We already as a nation deny
contracts to companies whose dis-
criminatory employment practices
increase racial or gender inequal-
ity. Why should we let our tax dol-
lars go to companies that increase
— through top-heavy reward struc-
tures — economic inequality?

We don’t yet have a Congress will-
ing to seriously debate proposals
like these. We don’t yet have a Pres-
ident willing to revisit the top tax
rates we place on our nation’s high-
est incomes. We do have a leader-
ship pay gap. Now we need leader-
ship to end it. CcT

Sam Pizzigati is an associate
fellow at the Institute for Policy
Studies and editor of Too Much,
an online newsletter on excess and
inequality. Sarah Anderson directs
the Global Economy project of

the Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, DC.
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>» HEIDI MATTHEWS

Universities should not
silence speech on Palestine

They should be places were we oppose unlawful killing,
maiming and destruction, wherever this violence occurs

he International Crimi-

nal Court (ICC) recent-

ly issued arrest warrants

for Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu,
former Israeli Minister of Defense
Yoav Gallant and Hamas mili-
tary commander Mohammed Deif
for war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

A pre-trial chamber of the ICC
found that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that Netanyahu
and Gallant intentionally “deprived
the civilian population in Gaza of
objects indispensable to their sur-
vival, including food, water, and
medicine and medical supplies, as
well as fuel and electricity.”

This is not the first attempt to
seek legal accountability for Isra-
el’s actions in the Gaza Strip. In De-
cember 2023, South Africa brought
a case at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) accusing Israel of com-
mitting genocide. In January of this
year, the ICJ found there was a “real
and imminent risk” that Israel was
committing — or would commit —
acts of genocide in Gaza.

Nine months later, a United Na-
tions Independent Commission of
Inquiry reported: “Israel has im-
plemented a concerted policy to
destroy the health-care system of
Gaza. Israeli security forces have
deliberately Kkilled, wounded, ar-
rested, detained, mistreated and

tortured medical personnel and tar-
geted medical vehicles, constituting
the war crimes of wilful killing and
mistreatment and the crime against
humanity of extermination.”

As the world witnesses the ongo-
ing destruction of Gaza, universi-
ties in the West have become criti-
cal sites of examination, debate and
protest. They have also become
sites of suppression that shrink,
rather than facilitate, the open ex-
change and analysis of ideas.

Universities are indispensable to
supporting the free inquiry needed
to do the work of addressing atrocity
crimes. However, Western univer-
sities are increasingly prioritising
ideas of neutrality over a principled
commitment to free speech and the
pursuit of truth.

In an essay on education and
neoliberalism, Canadian-American
cultural studies scholar Henry Gir-
oux emphasized the importance of
the university’s role in leading so-
cial change. He said the university
is: “one of the few public spaces left
where students can learn the power
of questioning authority, recover the
ideals of engaged citizenship, reaf-
firm the importance of the public
good, and expand their capacities to
make a difference.”

Understanding — and ultimate-
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ly preventing — genocide and other
atrocity crimes requires an inter-
disciplinary approach that incor-
porates insights from a multitude
of areas of expertise including law,
history, politics, hard and applied
sciences, psychology, journalism
and others. Universities are crucial
to supporting the evidence-based
research needed to do this essential
work.

“The chances for truth to prevail
in public,” as Hannah Arendt ar-
gued, are “greatly improved by the
mere existence” of universities and
“by the organization of independ-
ent, supposedly disinterested schol-
ars associated with them.”

Academic freedom should always
be highly valued and steadfastly
protected. As the Canadian Associa-
tion of University Teachers stated in
November 2023, “academic freedom,
like all expressive freedoms, is par-
ticularly vulnerable during periods
of war, conflict, and social unrest.”

Unfortunately, many have re-
sponded to political and donor pres-
sure by repressing discussions of
Palestine in the classroom and on
campus grounds. These moves cur-
tail the academic freedom of schol-
ars working on Palestine.

When universities become less
free, the health of our democracies
declines.

The importance of student protest

Over the past year, students



across North America, Europe and
elsewhere established encamp-
ments on campuses to bring atten-
tion to Israel’s crimes and to call
on their institutions to divest from
companies and industries associat-
ed with Israel’s assault on Gaza and
occupation of Palestinian land.

However, many encampments
were violently dismantled, with uni-
versities collaborating with author-
ities to shut down dissent and pro-
test on campus.

Some universities have target-
ed students and faculty who sup-
port Palestinian freedom with sur-
veillance, reprisals and expulsions.
They have enacted a
range of new policies
designed to discour-
age or otherwise po-
lice speech on campus,
which  disproportion-
ately target speech on
Palestine. Such actions
violate the expressive
and assembly rights
of students and facul-
ty and transform the
university into places
where people are fear-
ful of speaking out.

In October, the UN
Special Rapporteur on

infrastructure.”

Histories of the Nakba — the vio-
lent displacement of over 750,000
Palestinians during the founding of
Israel — have been actively denied in
Israel and in Western education and
public discourse.

The destruction of education is a
method of genocide, as education is
essential to the continuation of the
Palestinian people as a distinct na-
tional and cultural group. This de-
structive erasure is underscored in
a recent report by the Special Rap-
porteur on the situation of human
rights in the Palestinian territo-
ries occupied since 1967, Francesca
Albanese.

the rights to freedom of Pro-Palestine demonstration in Montreal

peaceful assembly and
association, Gina Romero, criticised
these policies and practices, urg-
ing universities to change course.
Romero observed that the “brutal
repression of the university-based
protest movement is posing a pro-
found threat to democratic systems
and institutions.”

Teaching Palestinian history on
campuses is essential work, espe-
cially as schools and universities
in Gaza are facing scholasticide.
Scholasticide refers to the “sys-
temic obliteration of education
through the arrest, detention or kill-
ing of teachers, students and staff
and the destruction of educational

Instead of providing spaces for
knowledge and discussion relat-
ed to Palestine, Western universi-
ties are increasingly asserting that
they have a responsibility to remain
“neutral” regarding so-called con-
troversial geopolitical issues. How-
ever, such commitments to neutral-
ity are, in practice, often false.

Institutional neutrality serves to
flatten politics and silence scholarly
debate. It obscures the fact that vir-
tually every activity conducted in
universities is political, from deci-
sions regarding who is permitted to
enrol to which research gets fund-
ing to policies on holding events and

putting up posters. Small and large
decisions by university adminis-
trators inevitably involve political
choices.

C laiming to remain apolitical in

effect relieves universities of their re-
sponsibility to support the freedom
of scholars to document, discuss and
educate about political violence. Indi-
vidual faculty members and students
wishing to do so must navigate a bu-
reaucracy of political suppression on
campus.
Activism is a form of education
and argumentation. Cam-
pus activism has long
been central to both insti-
gating and consolidating
social progress. Restrict-
ing dissent on campus is
a classic authoritarian
tactic.

Universities should be
places were we oppose
unlawful Kkilling, maim-
ing and destruction,
wherever this violence oc-
curs. Universities should
be spaces where Palestine
is no longer treated as an
exception. They should
be places that support
displaced students and

faculty and work with Palestinian
colleagues to rebuild institutions of
learning in Gaza. Finally, universi-
ties should be places where students
and scholars can freely examine and
debate the political, legal and so-
cial dimensions of Israel’s actions in
Gaza and throughout the Palestinian
territory, Lebanon and the broader
region. CcT

Heidi Matthews is Assistant
Professor of Law, Osgoode Hall
Law School, York University,
Canada. This article was

first published in The Conversation
at www.theconversation.com
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» CHRIS HEDGES

Organised oblivion

Gaza is destroyed. It will not, at least for the Palestinians, be rebuilt
Those who lived there will spend their lives, like survivors
of the Armenian genocide, desperately trying to protect memory

am in The Krikor and Clara
Zohrab Information Center
next to the St. Vartan Arme-
nian Cathedral in Manhat-
tan, New York. I am holding a
bound, hand-written memoir, which
includes poetry, drawings, and
scrapbooked images, by Zaven Se-
raidarian, a survivor of the Arme-
nian genocide. The front cover of
the book, one of six volumes, reads
Bloody Journal. The other volumes
have titles such as Drops of Spring-
time, Tears and The Wooden Spoon.

“My name will remain immor-
tal on the earth,” the author writes.
“I will speak about myself and tell
more.”

The centre houses hundreds of
documents, letters, hand-drawn
maps of villages that have disap-
peared, sepia photographs, poems,
drawings and histories — much of it
untranslated — on the customs, tra-
ditions and notable families of lost
Armenian communities.

Jesse Arlen, the director of the
centre, looks forlornly at the volume
in my hand.

“No one has probably read it,
looked at it or even knew it was
here,” he says.

He opens a box and hands me a
hand drawn map by Hareton Sak-
soorian of Havav village in Palu,
where Armenians in 1915 were mas-
sacred or expelled. Saksoorian drew

the map from memory after he es-
caped. The drawings of Armenian
homes have the tiny, inked in names
of the long dead.

This will be the fate of the Pales-
tinians in Gaza. They too will soon
battle to preserve memory, to defy
an indifferent world that stood by
as they were slaughtered. They
too will doggedly seek to preserve
scraps of their existence. They too
will write memoirs, histories and
poems, draw maps of villages, refu-
gee camps and cities that have been
obliterated, set down painful stories
of butchery, carnage and loss. They
too will name and condemn their
killers, lament the extermination
of families, including thousands of
children, and struggle to preserve a
vanished world. But time is a cruel
master.

Intellectual and emotional life for
those who are cast out of their home-
land is defined by the crucible of ex-
ile, what the Palestinian scholar Ed-
ward Said told me is “the unhealable
rift forced between a human being
and a native place.” Said’s book Out
of Place is arecord of this lost world.

The Armenian poet Armen An-
ush was raised in an orphanage in
Aleppo, Syria. He captures the life
sentence of those who survive geno-

44 ColdType | December 2024 | www.coldtype.net

cide in his poem Sacred Obsession.
He writes:
Country of light, you visit me
every night in my sleep.
Every night, exalted, as a
venerable goddess,
You bring fresh sensations and
hopes to my exiled soul.
Every night you ease the
waverings of my path.
Every night you reveal the
boundless deserts,
The open eyes of the dead, the
crying of children in the distance,
The crackle and red flame of the
countless burned bodies,
And the unsheltered caravan,
always unsure, always faltering.
Every night the same hellish,
deathly scene —
The tired Euphrates washing the
blood off the savaged corpses,
The waves making merry with
the rays of the sun,
And relieving the burden of tis
useless, weary weight.
The same humid, black wells of
charred bodies,
The same thick smoke enveloping
the whole of the Syrian desert.
The same voices from the depths,
the same moans, soft and sunless,
And the same brutal, ruthless
barbarity of the Turkish mob.
The poem ends, however, with a
plea not that these nighttime terrors
end, but that they come to me every



THE CARNAGE BEGINS: Damage follow

night, that the flame of your heroes
always accompany my days.

“The struggle of man against
power is the struggle of memory
against forgetting,” Milan Kundera
reminds us.

It is better to endure crippling
trauma than to forget. Once we for-
get, once memories are purged — the
goal of all genocidal Killers — we are
enslaved to lies and myths, severed
from our individual, cultural and
national identities. We no longer
know who we are.

“It takes so little, so infinitely lit-

tle, for a person to cross the bor-
der beyond which everything loses
meaning: love, convictions, faith,
history,” Kundera writes in The
Book of Laughter and Forgetting.
“Human life — and herein lies its se-
cret — takes place in the immediate
proximity of that border, even in di-
rect contact with it; it is not miles
away, but a fraction of an inch.”

Those who have crossed that bor-
der return to us as prophets, proph-
ets no one wants to hear.

The ancient Greeks believed that
as the souls of the departed were
being ferried to Hades they were

n Gaza City on October 9, 2023
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forced to drink the water from the
River Lethe to erase memory. The
destruction of memory is the final
obliteration of being, the last act of
mortality. Memory is the struggle to
stay the boatman’s hand.

The genocide in Gaza mirrors the
physical annihilation of Armenian
Christians by the Ottoman Empire.
The Ottoman Turks, who feared a
nationalist revolt like the one that
had convulsed the Balkans, drove
nearly all of the two million Arme-
nians out of Turkey. Men and wom-
en were usually separated. The
men were often immediately mur-
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dered or sent to death camps, such
as those at Ras-Ul-Ain — in 1916 over
80,000 Armenians were slaughtered
there — and Deir-el-Zor in the Syr-
ian desert. At least a million were
forced on death marches — not un-
like the Palestinians in Gaza who
have been forcibly displaced by Is-
rael, up to a dozen times — into the
deserts of what are now Syria and
Iraqg. There, hundreds of thousands
were slaughtered or died of starva-
tion, exposure and disease. Corps-
es littered the desert. By 1923, an
estimated 1.2 million Armenians
were dead. Orphanages throughout
the Middle East were flooded with
some 200,000 destitute Armenian
children.

The doomed resistance by sever-
al Armenian villages in the moun-
tains along the coast of present-day
Turkey and Syria that chose not to
obey the deportation order was cap-
tured in Franz Werfel’s novel The
Forty Days of Musa Dagh. Marcel
Reich-Ranicki, a Polish-German lit-
erary critic who survived the Holo-
caust, said it was widely read in the
Warsaw ghetto, which mounted a
doomed uprising of its own in April
1943.

In 2000, when he was 98-years-
old, I interviewed the writer and
singer Hagop H. Asadourian, one of
the last survivors of the Armenian
genocide. He was born in the village
of Chomaklou in eastern Turkey and
deported, along with the rest of his
village, in 1915. His mother and four of
his sisters died of typhus in the Syr-
ian desert. It would be 39 years before
he reunited with his only surviving
sister, who he was separated from
one night near the Dead Sea as they
fled with aragged band of Armenian
orphans from Syria to Jerusalem.
He told me he wrote to give a
voice to the 331 people with whom
he trudged into Syria in September

Those who carry out
genocide seek

total annihilation.
Nothing is to remain.
Especially memory

1915, only 29 of whom survived.

“You can never really write what
happened anyway,” Asadourian
said. “It is too ghoulish. I still fight
with myself to remember it as it
was. You write because you have
to. It all wells up inside of you. It is
like a hole that fills constantly with
water and no amount of bailing will
empty it. This is why I continue.”

He stopped to collect himself be-
fore continuing.

“When it came time to bury my
mother, I had to get two other small
boys to help me carry her body up
to a well where they were dumping
the corpses,” he said. “We did this
so the jackals would not eat them.
The stench was terrible. There
were swarms of black flies buzzing
over the opening. We pushed her in
feet first, and the other boys, to es-
cape the smell, ran down the hill.
I stayed. I had to watch. I saw her
head, as she fell, bang on one side of
the well and then the other before
she disappeared. At the time, I did
not feel anything at all.”

He halted, visibly shaken.

“What kind of a son is that?” he
asked hoarsely.

He eventually found his way to an
orphanage in Jerusalem.

“These things dig into you, not
only once, but throughout life,
throughout life, through these
days,” he told an interviewer from
the USC Shoah Foundation. “I am
98-years-old. And today, to this day,
I cannot forget any of this. I forget
what I saw yesterday maybe, but I
could not forget these things. And
yet, we have to beg nations to rec-
ognise genocide. I lost 11 members of
my family and I have to beg people
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to believe me. That’s what hurts you
most. It’s a terrible world, a terrible
experience.”

His 14 books were a fight against
erasure, but when I spoke with him
he admitted that the work of the
Turkish army was now almost com-
plete. His last book was The Smold-
ering Generation, which he said
was “about the inevitable loss of our
culture.”

The present is something in which
the dead hold no shares.

“No one takes the place of those
who are gone,” he said, seated
in front of a picture window that
looked out on his garden in Tenafly,
New Jersey. “Your children do not
understand you in this country. You
cannot blame them.”

The world of the Armenians in
eastern Turkey, first mentioned by
the Greeks and Persians in 6 BC,
has, like Gaza, whose history spans
4,000 years, all but disappeared.
The contributions of Armenian cul-
ture are forgotten. It was Armeni-
an monks, for example, who rescued
works by ancient Greek writers
such as Philo and Eusebius, from
oblivion.

I stumbled on the ruins of Arme-
nian villages when I worked as a re-
porter in southeastern Turkey. Like
Palestinian villages destroyed by Is-
rael, these villages did not appear
on maps.

Those who carry out genocide
seek total annihilation. Nothing is
to remain. Especially memory.

This will be our next battle. We
must not forget. cT

Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist who
was a foreign correspondent for
fifteen years for The New York
Times, where he served as the
Middle East Bureau Chief and
Balkan Bureau Chief for the
paper. He is the host of the online
show The Chris Hedges Report —
https://chrishedges.substack.com
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Inconvenient truths

his civilisation is built upon the practice of
continuously hiding inconvenient truths out
of sight and out of mind: An entire empire
held together by compartmentalisation and
avoidance.

Inconvenient truths are hidden from our minds us-
ing propaganda, indoctrination, censorship, algorithm
manipulation, and other forms of narrative control
used to manipulate the way we think about our world.

They are also hidden by the manipulation of mate-
rial reality. We’re choking the developing world with
plastics as we ship the mountains of garbage the west
produces off to poorer countries, for example. If na-
tions had to keep the waste they produce and consume
within their own borders, western civilisation would
either force its corporations to stop offloading their
costs of industry onto the environment or find itself
buried in garbage. We ship our trash
away, out of sight and out of mind, to
hide the contradictions and abuses that
are built into our capitalist society so
we can pretend everything’s going fine.

Inconvenient truths are hidden when
laws are passed to force the homeless
to relocate away from rich neighbour-
hoods and other places where they are
not wanted, or force them all into “tent
cities” as Donald Trump wants to do.
There are never any plans to give these
people homes or solve the underlying problems which
create poverty and homelessness; there are only plans
to hide the symptoms of the injustices and abuses that
are woven into the fabric of the civilisation in which
we live.

Inconvenient truths are hidden when we condemn
the past use of slavery in our own countries while out-
sourcing immense amounts of wage slavery to the
global south, extracting labour and resources from
impoverished nations at extortionate and increasing-
ly unfair rates. The impoverishment, relentless toil
and terrible working conditions of these foreign work-
ers are kept out of sight and mind while we gorge on
cheap goods and toss our garbage back in their faces.

Inconvenient truths are being hidden by how much
more comfortable our rulers are with using violent

force in faraway nations compared to here at home.
In the western world you might have to worry about
being assaulted by a police officer or a SWAT team
smashing in your door and killing your dog if you are
suspected of selling drugs, but you don’t have to wor-
ry about your home being bombed or your children be-
ing executed by military snipers while playing in the
streets. Because foreign nations are out of sight and
out of mind, the managers of the western empire think
nothing of raining fire down upon them to promote
their strategic interests.

We walk around in this perverse dystopia and laugh
and joke and act as though everything is fine, but it
isn’t. People are suffering and dying at an unimagi-
nable scale because of the systems which allow us to
live this way. Western civilisation is like a castle on
a mountain made from human corpses and weeping
mothers and starving children. Eve-
ryone in the castle pretends that the
mountain is not there, but it forms the
foundation of our society. We try not to
think about it too hard. It’s not just the
propagandists who lie to us. We lie to
ourselves. It’s always been this way. The
well-to-do have always hidden them-
selves from the suffering of their sub-
jects. Palaces throughout the ages have
been islands of paradise amid oceans
of human suffering caused by the mon-
archs who lived in them. Wealthy neighbourhoods
are segregated from the lives of the poor whose backs
they are built upon.

That’s the western world right now. That’s what
we are. That’s what we're doing. This is a civilisation
made of deceitful thoughts, deceitful words, and de-
ceitful deeds. Everything about it is fraudulent.

The truth can’t stay hidden forever, though. There’s
only so long we can keep this up. Someday we’re not
going to be able to keep flailing around looking in eve-
ry direction except at reality. Truth will make itself
heard. cT

Caitlin Johnstone is an Australian independent

journalist. This column was first published at
www.caitlinjohnstone.com.au
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