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By Russell Mokhiber

T hey call it the Depart-ment of Justice. But a more accurate name would be the De-partment of Double Standards of Justice.
Major corporations – legal persons – get wrist slapped.Actual people – living, breathing human beings – get handcuffed.

Let’s take two recent cases that are illustrative – Boeing and members of the African People’ Socialist Party.Boeing committed what a federal judge called “the dead-liest corporate crime in U.S. history” – leading to the deaths of 346 innocents in two crashes of Boeing’s 737 MAX airplane. And Boeing gets a deferred prosecution agreement. The name of the agreement tells you what you need to know – Boeing is charged with a crime, but the prosecution is deferred for three years. And if Boeing can show that it put its house 

l Continued on Page 10

Department of Double Standards

By Linda Pentz Gunter

R ashida Tlaib knows what it’s like to sit in a crowded room unseen, all but invisible, her identity and culture erased. On July 24th she changed all that. As the lone Palestin-ian-American member of Con-gress, Representative Tlaib of Michigan was also the only 

By Ralph Nader

O ne way that the anni-hilator – Israeli Prime Minister Ben-jamin Netanyahu – flipped off the meek urgings of President Joe Biden and Secre-tary of State Anthony Blinken to “minimize civilian casual-ties” in Gaza was to say – Don’t lecture me – look at what you did to civilians in Hiroshi-ma (140,000 dead), Nagasaki 

(70,000 dead) and Dresden (25,000 dead) to crush your enemies. That’s 235,000 dead in two nations with a popula-tion at the time of 150 million.In Gaza, a tiny enclave of 2.3 million long besieged and im-poverished people, nearly half of them children, the Israeli regime, a military nuclear su-

perpower, backed uncondi-tionally by the United States government and its demanding lobbies, has far exceeded that three city devastation. The following probative evi-dence and professional assess-ments point to a death toll of over 300,000 Palestinians in Gaza with that number at least 

in order and abided by the terms of the agreement, then the charges are dropped.Earlier this year, the Depart-ment of Justice made the de-termination that Boeing vio-lated the terms of the deferred prosecution agreement. And what did the Depart-ment do? 
It offered Boeing a plea deal to a lesser included offense, a minimal fine – effectively de-ferred prosecution 2.0. No prosecution of the com-pany or of the higher level ex-ecutives for the reckless crime that led to the deaths of the 346 people on those two planes.That’s the wrist slap.Now lets look at the case of the African People’s Socialist Party.

The African People’s Social-ist Party was one of the few groups in the United States that blamed the United States for provoking the Russian in-vasion in Ukraine. The U.S. position is that the Russian invasion was unpro-voked.
According to Leonard Good-man, a lawyer representing one 

doubling by end of the year.Why then is the reviled Hamas’ official death count now at about 41,000, accepted by the mass media and most governments, regardless of their view for or against the genocide in Gaza?Hamas is vested in an under-count to temper accusations by their own people that it has not protected them. (Hamas badly underestimated the total sav-

In Congress, 52 standing ovations for NetanyahuTlaib: War criminal guilty of genocide 

No justice for Boeing victims

40,000? It’s more like 300,000– Treachery on both sides

Hundreds of Jewish activists were arrested in Congress after calling for Arms Embargo on Israel, July 23, 

2024  

Photo: Jewish Voice for Peace

elected official who chose to make a visible protest against the disgraceful spectacle she was witnessing that day: Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Ne-tanyahu, speaking inside the U.S. Capitol to a roaring, ap-plauding audience of Repub-licans and many of her fellow Democrats.
These are the times we live in now, when an ebullient crowd of elected officials can stand to cheer and applaud 52 times, according to Haaretz, during an hour-long speech delivered 

by a war criminal and purveyor of genocide. That’s almost one standing ovation per minute.If any day in U.S. history should be remembered as “a date which will live in infamy” it is July 24, 2024. Address-ing both houses of Congress is considered one of the highest honors the U.S. government can bestow on an international leader. They gave it to a mass murderer, and for a record fourth time.

www.capitolhillcitizen.com
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I n my book Murder in Samar-
kand I describe how as a British 
ambassador, when I discovered 
the full extent of our complic-

ity in torture in the War on Terror, I 
thought it must be a rogue operation 
and all I had to do was make minis-

tary down, and it became clear to 
me that there was a deliberate pro-
moting of false intelligence narra-
tives through torture, which ex-
aggerated the Al Qaida threat to 
justify military policy in  
Afghanistan and Central Asia, my 
worldview was severely shaken.

Somehow I mentally compart-
mentalised this as an aberration, 
due to overreaction to 9/11 and the 
unique narcissism and viciousness 
of then Prime Minister Tony Blair.

I did not lose faith in Western 
democracy or the notion that the 
Western powers, on the whole, were 

ters and senior officials aware and 
they would stop it.

When I was reprimanded and 
officially told that receipt of intel-
ligence from torture in the “War 
on Terror” was approved from the 
prime minister and foreign secre-

END THE KILLING: Part of a counter-protest, for and against Israel, in London, May 25, 2024

➤�CRAIG MURRAY

Time to face the facts:  
We are the bad guys
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a positive force when contrasted 
with other powers.

It is a hard thing to lose the en-
tire belief system in which you were 
brought up — probably particular-
ly hard if like me, you had a very 
happy life right from childhood and 
were highly successful within the 
terms of the governmental system.

I have however now finally shed 
the last of my illusions and I am 
obliged to acknowledge that the 
system of which I am a part – call 
it “the West,” “liberal democra-
cy,” “capitalism,” “neo-liberalism,” 
“neo-conservatism,” “imperialism,” 
“the New World Order” — call it 
what you will in fact, it is a force for 
evil.

Gaza has been an important cat-
alyst. I am not lacking in empathy, 
but my knowledge of the horrid 
butchery by the Western powers in 
Iraq, Afghanistan or Libya was an 
intellectual knowledge, not a lived 
experience.

Technology has brought us the 
Gaza genocide – which has so far 
killed fewer people than any of 
those earlier NATO- member perpe-
trated massacres – in gut wrench-
ing detail.

I have just been looking at 75kg 
bags of mixed human meat handed 
over to relatives in lieu of an identi-
fiable corpse, and am in shock. 

That is not the worst we have 
seen in Gaza.

Mosul & Fallujah

If only the people of Mosul and 
Fallujah had had modern mobile 
phone technology, what horrors we 
would know. 

Incidentally, I tried to find you 
some images of the massive US de-
struction of Mosul and Fallujah in 
2002-2004 and Google won’t give 
me any. It will, however, offer thou-

sands of images from fighting there 
with ISIL in 2017. Which rather un-
derlines my point about the extraor-
dinary lack of imagery of the Sec-
ond Iraq War. 

Of the current genocide in Gaza, 
again I found myself naively think-
ing at some point this will stop. 
That Western politicians would not 
in fact countenance the total de-
struction of Gaza.

That there would be a limit to 
the number of Palestinian civilian 
deaths they could accept, the num-
ber of UN facilities, schools and hos-
pitals destroyed, the number of lit-
tle children torn into shreds. 

I thought that at some stage hu-
man decency must outweigh Zionist 
lobby cash. 

But I was wrong. 

The Ukrainian Attack on Kursk 
The Ukrainian attack into Kursk 
also has a profound emotional res-
onance. The Battle of Kursk was 
arguably the most important blow 
struck against Nazi Germany, the 
largest tank battle in the history of 
the world by a wide margin.

The Ukrainian government has 
destroyed all the monuments to 
the Red Army which achieved this, 
and denigrates the Ukrainians who 
fought against fascism. 

By contrast, it honours the very 
substantial Ukrainian components 
of the Nazi forces, including but not 
limited to, the Galician Division and 
their leaders.

Kursk is therefore a place of great 
symbolism for Ukraine to attack 
now into Russia, including with 
German artillery and armour.

German politicians seem to have 
an atavistic urge to attack Russia, 
and support the genocide of Pales-
tinians to an astonishing degree. 

Germany has effectively end-
ed all freedom of speech on Pales-
tine, banning conferences of dis-
tinguished speakers and making 
pro-Palestinian speech illegal. Ger-
many has intervened on Israel’s 
side in the genocide case before the 
ICJ, and intervened at the ICC to 
object to an arrest warrant against 
Netanyahu.

I do not know how many civilian 
dead would assuage German lust 
for the expiatory blood of Palestini-
ans — 500,000? 1-million? 2-million?

Or perhaps 6-million?
The West are not the good guys. 

Our so-called “democratic systems” 
give us no ability to vote for any-
body who may get into power who 
does not support the genocide and 
imperialist foreign policy.

It is not an accident and it is not 
genius that makes a man-child like 
Elon Musk worth $100-billion. The 
power structures of society are de-
liberately designed by those with 
wealth to promote massive concen-
tration of wealth in favour of those 
who already have it, exploiting and 
disempowering the rest of society. 

The rise of the multi-billionaires 

Elon Musk: $100-billion man-child?
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“You shall have no other gods before 
me.”—The Ten Commandments

“Christians, get out and vote, just 
this time. You won’t have to do it 
anymore. Four more years, you 
know what, it will be fixed, it will 
be fine, you won’t have to vote 
anymore.”—Donald Trump

P olitics has become America’s  
national religion.

While those on the Left 
have feared a religious coup 

by evangelical Christians on the 
Right, the danger has come from 
an altogether different direction: 
our constitutional republic has giv-
en way to a theocracy structured 
around the worship of a political 
savior.

For all intents and purposes, poli-
tics has become America’s God.

Pay close attention to the political 
conventions for presidential can-
didates, and it becomes immedi-
ately evident that Americans have 
allowed themselves to be brain-
washed into worshipping a politi-
cal idol manufactured by the Deep 
State.

In a carefully choreographed 
scheme to strip the American 
citizenry of our power and our 
rights, “we the people” have be-
come victims of the Deep State’s 
confidence game.

Every confidence game has six 
essential stages: 1) the foundation 
to lay the groundwork for the illu-
sion; 2) the approach whereby the 
victim is contacted; 3) the build-up 
to make the victim feel like they’ve 
got a vested interest in the out-
come; 4) the corroboration (aided by 
third-party conspirators) to legiti-

mize that the scammers are, in fact, 
on the up-and-up; 5) the pay-off, in 
which the victim gets to experience 
some small early “wins”; and 6) the 
“hurrah”— a sudden manufactured 
crisis or change of events that cre-
ates a sense of urgency. 

In this particular con game, eve-
ry candidate dangled before us as 
some form of political savior—in-
cluding Donald Trump and Kamala 
Harris—is part of a long-running, 
elaborate scam intended to per-
suade us that, despite all appear-
ances to the contrary, we live in a 
constitutional republic.

In this way, the voters are the 
dupes, the candidates are the shills, 
and as usual, it’s the Deep State rig-
ging the outcome.

Terrorist attacks, pandemics, eco-
nomic uncertainty, national security 
threats, civil unrest: these are all 
manipulated crises that add to the 
sense of urgency and help us feel 
invested in the outcome of the vari-
ous elections, but it doesn’t change 
much in the long term.

No matter who wins this election, 
we’ll all still be prisoners of the 
Deep State.

Indeed, the history of the United 
States is a testament to the old ad-
age that liberty decreases as gov-
ernment (and government bureau-
cracy) grows. To put it another way, 
as government expands, liberty 
contracts.

When it comes to the power play-
ers that call the shots, there is no 
end to their voracious appetite for 
more: more money, more power, 
more control. Thus, since 9/11, the 
government’s answer to every prob-
lem has been more government and 
less freedom.

Yet despite what some may 

is not a fluke. It is a plan, and the 
misallocation of more than ade-
quate resources is the cause of pov-
erty. The attempt to shift blame 
onto the desperate constituents of 
waves of immigration forced into 
life by Western destruction of for-
eign countries, is also systematic. 

There is no longer any free space 
for dissent in the media to oppose 
any of this.

We are the Bad Guys. We resist 
our own governing systems, or we 
are complicit.

In the United Kingdom it falls to 

the Celtic nations to try to break up 
the state which is a subordinate but 
important imperialist engine. The 
paths of resistance are various, de-
pending where you are.

But find one and take one.   CT

Craig Murray is an author, 
broadcaster and human rights 
activist. He was British ambassador 
to Uzbekistan from August 2002 
to October 2004 and rector of the 
University of Dundee from 2007 to 
2010. This article was first published 
at CraigMurray.org.uk.

➤�JOHN & NISHA WHITEHEAD

Theocracy has become 
America’s national religion
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think, the Constitution is no magi-
cal incantation against government 
wrongdoing. Indeed, it’s only as ef-
fective as those who abide by it.

However, without courts willing 
to uphold the Constitution’s provi-
sions when government officials 
disregard it and a citizenry knowl-
edgeable enough to be outraged 
when those provisions are under-
mined, the Constitution provides 
little to no protection against SWAT 
team raids, domestic surveillance, 
police shootings of unarmed citi-
zens, indefinite detentions, and the 
like.

Unfortunately, the courts and the 
police have meshed in their think-
ing to such an extent that anything 
goes when it’s done in the name of 
national security, crime fighting 
and terrorism.

Consequently, America no long-
er operates under a system of jus-
tice characterized by due process, 
an assumption of innocence, prob-
able cause and clear prohibitions on 
government overreach and police 
abuse. Instead, our courts of justice 
have been transformed into courts 
of order, advocating for the govern-
ment’s interests, rather than cham-
pioning the rights of the citizenry, 
as enshrined in the Constitution.

The rule of law, the US Consti-
tution, once the map by which we 
navigated sometimes hostile gov-
ernment terrain, has been uncer-
emoniously booted out of the runa-
way car that is the US government 
by the Deep State.

What we are dealing with is a 
rogue government whose policies 
are dictated more by greed than 
need. Making matters worse, “we 
the people” have become so gul-
lible, so easily distracted, and so 
out-of-touch that we have ignored 
the warning signs all around us in 

favor of political expediency in the 
form of electoral saviors.

Yet it’s not just Americans who 
have given themselves over to polit-
ical gods, however.

Evangelical Christians, seduced 
by electoral promises of power and 
religious domination, have become 
yet another tool in the politician’s 
toolbox.

For instance, repeatedly conned 
into believing that Republican can-
didates from George W. Bush to 
Donald Trump will save the church, 
evangelical Christians have turned 
the ballot box into a referendum on 
morality. Yet in doing so, they have 
shown themselves to be as willing to 
support totalitarian tactics as those 
on the Left.

This was exactly what theologian 
Francis Schaeffer warned against: 
“We must not confuse the Kingdom 
of God with our country. To say it 
another way, ‘We should not wrap 
Christianity in our national flag.’”

Equating religion and politics, 

➤�GLOBAL NEWS SERVICES

South Korea plans new 
military exercise with US

and allowing the ends to justi-
fy the means, only empowers ty-
rants and lays the groundwork for 
totalitarianism.

This way lies madness and the 
certain loss of our freedoms.

If you must vote, vote, but don’t 
make the mistake of consecrating 
the ballot box.

As I make clear in my book Bat-
tlefield America: The War on the 
American People and in its fiction-
al counterpart The Erik Blair Dia-
ries, it doesn’t matter what religion 
a particular candidate claims to 
subscribe to: all politicians answer 
to their own higher power, which is 
the Deep State.  CT

John W. Whitehead is founder 
and president of the Rutherford 
Institute. His book “Battlefield 
America: The War on the 
American People” (SelectBooks, 
2015) is available online at www.
amazon.com. He can be contacted 
at john@rutherford.org. Nisha 
Whitehead is executive director of 
The Rutherford Institute.

S outh Korea and the US have 
announced yet another joint 
military drill. The drill will 
be explicitly aimed at coun-

tering the alleged nuclear threat 
from North Korea, and will involve 
the civilian administration of South 
Korea as well, spokespersons from 
both the US and South Korean mili-

taries said in a joint press confer-
ence on August 12.

South Korea’s joint chiefs of staff 
declared that the drill, which will 
be part of the annual Ulchi Free-
dom Shield (UFS) exercises, will be 
the “first-ever government drill that 
simulates North Korea’s [alleged] 
nuclear attack,” the Korea Times 
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reported.

The US spokesperson Ryan Don-
ald did not specify the number of 
US troops to participate in the exer-
cises. However, he confirmed that 
the “exercise will reflect realis-
tic threats [coming allegedly from 
North Korea] across all domains.”

Nodutdol, a Korean diaspora and 
anti-imperialist organization based 
in the United States, has staged a 
response against escalating mili-
tary drills by launching their new 
campaign, “US out of Korea”

Alleged threats from North Korea 
have been used by the US military 
to carry out various drills in the re-
gion. The proposed drills would be 
the second of such exercises in less 
than three months. Between June 
26 and 29, South Korea, Japan, and 
the US forces held a joint military 
exercise called “Freedom Edge,” 
which North Korea denounced 
as an attempt to create an Asian 
NATO.  CT

W hat will it take to end 
Israel’s genocide in 
Gaza? That’s the ques-
tion confounding peo-

ple of conscience all over the world 
since last October. After Israeli citi-
zens, tax-paying residents of the 
United States have the most lever-
age over the perpetrators of geno-
cide given that the US is Israel’s 
biggest weapons supplier. What if 
our taxes were spent on the things 
we need rather than on the deadly 
weapons Israel is thirsting for?

For months, a majority of the US 
public has disapproved of Israel’s 
relentless mass killings. College 
students organized dramatic en-
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campments to demand divestment 
from Israel. Protesters confronted 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu during his recent visit.

Yet, President Joe Biden has done 
little beyond paying lip service to 
address the public rage over Israel’s 
murderous assault. Now, his proxy, 
Vice President Kamala Harris, fac-
es a similar calculus in running for 
the presidency: pull back US weap-
ons from fueling genocide, as Unit-
ed Nations experts have urged, 
or risk losing voters in a critical 
election.

Unfortunately for Palestinians 
and their allies, Harris appears 
to be taking a similar approach to 

➤�SONALI KOLHATKAR

What does arming Israel 
cost US citizens?
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Biden’s: using strong terms to uplift 
Palestinian suffering, while affirm-
ing “her longstanding and unwa-
vering commitment to the security 
of the State of Israel and the people 
of Israel.”

When Biden was the presumptive 
Democratic presidential nominee, 
he resolutely refused to budge on 
funding Israel, even if it meant he 
might lose the election. Harris may 
truly believe Palestinian suffer-
ing needs to end, but between now 
and November, she faces a critical 
choice: to pledge allegiance to Isra-
el or to adhere to basic standards of 
morality that value human life.

But, given the stranglehold that 
Israel and its powerful lobby have 
on the US political system, Harris 
and her party may feel they risk 
more by alienating Israel than curb-
ing its genocide.

And, given that Harris’s main 
election opponent will be no bet-
ter (or possibly worse) than Biden 
on Gaza, is there any significant 
leverage left to end Palestinian 
suffering?

Can the roughly 700,000 “un-
committed” Democratic voters 
who have threatened to withhold 
their ballots over Gaza be loud and 
strong enough to sway Harris to do 
the right thing? Perhaps. But she 
might call their bluff, weighing the 
aforementioned political risks and 
touting the dangers of a Donald 
Trump presidency on the domestic 
front.

The sad truth is that while Dem-
ocrats and Republicans have had 
distinct domestic platforms, they 
have tended to be relatively united 
on foreign policy for decades. Dem-
ocrats have often backed the same 
wars as their Republican opponents 
in the Middle East and antiwar or-
ganizers have struggled to stop 

wars even where US soldiers were 
directly involved in killing civil-
ians, let alone proxy wars such as 
Israel’s Gaza genocide.

In 2007, then-Senator Barack 
Obama distinguished himself in the 
2008 election as an “antiwar can-
didate” with respect to US involve-
ment in Iraq. But he remained a 
pro-war candidate over the war in 
Afghanistan begun in 2001.

Still, Obama’s talking points on 
Iraq offer a tantalizing way forward 
on Gaza in 2024. In combating his 
opponent Senator John McCain, 
Obama said, “For a fraction of what 
we’re spending each year in Iraq, 
we could be giving our teachers 
more pay and more support, re-
building our crumbling schools, and 
offering a tax credit to put a college 
degree within reach for anyone who 
wants one.”

McCain’s response was to call 
Obama “irresponsible,” saying his 
ideas would jeopardize the U.S.’s 
national security. It didn’t work. In 
2008 Americans were tired of the 
two major wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan and if they couldn’t put an end 
to both, they would pick the candi-
date promising to end at least one 
and chose Obama. It wasn’t until 
2021 that the US war in Afghanistan 
finally ended when Biden pulled all 
troops out.

There is a direct line between the 
issue Americans care most about 
in this election and the Palestinian 
right to exist: the US economy. One 
of the most compelling arguments 
that could move the average Ameri-
can voter—who might be struggling 
far too much in their day-to-day life 
to care about Palestinians being 
massacred on the other side of the 
planet—is to remind ourselves of 

the cost of backing Israel’s devastat-
ing pogroms.

Americans spend billions each 
year to arm Israel. Since its found-
ing, Israel has received more 
than $300 billion in aid from US 
taxpayers.

The US spent more tax dollars on 
Israel in the past year—$12.5 bil-
lion—than it did to fund a critical-
ly important federal agency such 
as the Environmental Protection 
Agency, whose $9.2 billion budget 
for fiscal 2024 was cut by nearly $1 
billion from the year before.

Last year alone, taxpayers spent 
more on arming Israeli genocide 
than the annual funding shortfall 
for Pell Grants.

The federal government spent 
many times more money on Israel 
than the budget cuts facing the De-
partment of Education.

Every year, Republicans use 
budgetary concerns to extract do-
mestic spending cuts from the fed-
eral government on social pro-
grams that help Americans. 
Democrats could counter those de-
mands by cutting Israel funding to 
pay for the things we are told we 
can’t afford.

Palestinian suffering cannot be 
allowed to continue. If making cold, 
hard calculations comparing the 
cost of carrying out their annihi-
lation versus the cost of funding 
American needs will help to move 
the needle away from Israel’s geno-
cide, then so be it.

Think tanks such as the National 
Priorities Project have, for years, 
made direct links between war 
spending and domestic social pro-
grams, saying “Funding for Milita-
rism Compromises Our Welfare.”

Senator Bernie Sanders has of-
ten questioned the size of military 
budgets compared to social spend-
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ing, saying in April 2024 that $95 
billion in supplemental military 
spending was “a lot of money—
especially at a time when many 
Americans are unable to afford 
their rent or pay their mortgages, 
pay their bills, afford healthcare, 
[and] are struggling with student 
debt or many other needs.”

US politicians have been able 
to undercut such logic by touting 
vague notions of “national security” 
in response. But that excuse won’t 
work with respect to Israel. Let Is-
rael worry about its “national se-
curity” while Americans focus on 
funding our needs.

Not only could antiwar and pro-
Palestinian activists center the fi-
nancial costs of gifting weapons to 
Israel as an election issue, but Har-
ris could use it as political cover for 

doing the morally right thing.
Such an approach could have 

more resonance in an election year 
than hoping enough American vot-
ers will care about the fate of Pal-
estinians to withhold votes from a 
liberal Democrat—especially when 
faced with the prospect of a fascist 
authoritarian.   CT

Sonali Kolhatkar is the founder, 
host, and executive producer of 
“Rising Up With Sonali,” a weekly 
television and radio show that airs 
on Free Speech TV and Pacifica 
stations. Her most recent book is 
Rising Up: The Power of Narrative 
in Pursuing Racial Justice (City 
Lights Books, 2023). This article 
was produced by Economy for All, 
a project of the Independent Media 
Institute.

for the nation’s public schools has 
“barely increased” over the past 
decade, rising just an average 1 per-
cent a year after inflation. Over the 
same time span, “state spending on 
tax breaks and subsidies for private 
schools has skyrocketed by 408 
percent.”

The overall impact? America’s av-
erage public school teachers, points 
out Senator Bernie Sanders, the 
committee chair, are making al-
most $100 less weekly, after taking 
inflation into account, than they did 
28 years ago.

Public school funding “has be-
come so absurd,” says Sanders, that 
just four hedge fund managers on 
Wall Street “made more money last 
year” than all the kindergarten 
teachers in America.

What’s going on here? Public 
school teachers haven’t run into a 
stretch of horribly bad luck. They’ve 
run into a gang of billionaires 
who’ve been underwriting a mas-
sive drive to decouple the “public” 
from “education.” The policy movers 
and shakers these deep pockets are 
bankrolling – outfits like the DeVos 
Family Foundation and the Koch 
Foundation – are funding legislative 
and lobbying campaigns that are 
earmarking ever more public tax 
dollars to private schools.

The Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee’s 
new report, By the Wealthy, for the 
Wealthy: The Coordinated Attacks 
on Public Education in the United 
States, chillingly exposes this care-
fully plotted anti-public education 
offensive.

“Across the nation,” the report 
reads, “conservative billionaires 
are funding a coordinated effort to 
dismantle public education to pay 

➤�SAM PIZZIGATI

Is the rich-friendly tax tide 
finally turning?

T he United States essentially 
invented public education. 
Back in the 1780s, notes the 
Center on Education Policy, 

federal legislation “granted feder-
al lands to new states and set aside 
a portion of those lands to be used 
to fund public schools.” By the 18th- 
century’s close, most Americans 
had embraced the notion of “us-
ing public funds to support public 
schooling for the common good.”

In the mid-20th-century, amid 
growing levels of economic equal-
ity, that public financial support for 
public schools would expand might-

ily. The results would be impres-
sive. By 1970, graduation rates from 
American high schools – institu-
tions, notes historian Claudia Gol-
din, themselves “rooted in egalitar-
ianism” – had quadrupled over 1920 
levels.

But that era of growing equal-
ity and expanding public educa-
tion would start fading in the 1970s. 
Over recent years, a new US Senate 
report makes clear, that fade has 
only intensified.

In fact, details this Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee report, state funding 
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for private school vouchers that 
largely benefit wealthy families and 
enable corporations to avoid paying 
their fair share of taxes.”

An “unprecedented number 
of states,” the report adds, have 
since 2020 “expanded their 
private school vouchers, many 
providing universal access to these 
policies for the first time.” In the 
process, these states have drained 
“hundreds of millions of dollars” 
from their state budgets and public 
school systems.

No state has been doing more 
than Arizona to put public tax 
dollars into private schools that 
can pick the public they allow to 
enroll. Two years ago, Arizona 
enacted America’s first “universal-
eligibility” private school voucher 
program. Some 60 percent of the 
families claiming an Arizona 
voucher credit, an Institute on 
Taxation and Economic Policy 
study finds, have incomes over 
$200,000.

In other states, voucher dollars 
tilt even more severely toward 
the top. Households with over 
$200,000 in annual income make up 
87 percent of families getting tax 
dollars for private-school tuition 
in Virginia and 99 percent in 
Louisiana.

Voucher advocates, a study last 
year from the Southern Poverty 
Law Center and the Education Law 
Center observed, like to claim that 
states can save money educating 
students via vouchers for private 
school tuition. But that claim “ig-
nores numerous realities.” Among 
them: Vouchers “concentrate 
higher-need, more-costly-to-educate 
students in already-underfunded 
public schools.”

Public schools, adds the Senate’s 
By the Wealthy, for the Wealthy re-
port, “must serve and educate all 
students.” Private schools – “even 
those that receive public funding 
through private school vouchers” 
– can deny admission to those chil-
dren who might complicate whatev-
er they see as their mission. Private 
schools accepting taxpayer-funded 
vouchers, for instance, don’t have 
to provide the same rights and 

tional Education Association presi-
dent Becky Pringle, Walz has been 
a powerful advocate for making 
sure “our students have the re-
sources they need to succeed.”

The Walz administration, Pringle 
makes clear, has done everything 
from increasing “education 
spending by billions of dollars” to 
putting in place “paid family and 
medical leave for all families.” 
And he’s successfully promoted 
“legislation providing free school 
meals to every Minnesota student, 
ensuring no child will have to learn 
on an empty stomach.”

The funding for programmes 
like these has come from taxes – 
but taxes with a difference. Under 
Walz, as the conservative-leaning 
Tax Foundation complains, Minne-
sota has been raising tax levies on 
the state’s most affluent. Walz has 
signed into law an array of tax in-
creases “focused on businesses and 
high earners.”

A ll states with income taxes ex-
cept Minnesota, the Tax Foundation 
points out, either tax the long-term 
capital gains income of high earners 
at a lower or same rate as paycheck 
income. Under Walz, Minnesota 
became the first state to add a sur-
tax onto an existing capital gains 
tax that high earners pay. Walz also 
gave the green light to legislation 
that trims the tax benefits Min-
nesota’s wealthiest can claim from 
standard and itemized tax deduc-
tions.

Walz has, to be sure, cut some 
taxes as well. But those cuts are 
benefiting only moderate- and low-
income Minnesotans. Many par-
ents will be saving through a new 
child care tax credit. Minnesotan 
seniors will benefit from a new tax 

services that public schools must 
by law provide to students with 
disabilities.

Has the political momentum be-
hind privatising public education 
now become too strong to stop? 
Maybe not. The past few weeks 
have seen a new dynamic enter onto 
the political scene. The governor of 
the state that’s been most boldly ad-
vancing public education has just 
ascended onto the national political 
stage.

That governor, Minnesota’s Tim 
Walz, has signed into state law a 
host of measures that public school 
educators are enthusiastically ap-
plauding. In Minnesota, notes Na-

TAXING: Under Gov Tim Walz, Minneso-
ta became the first state to add a capi-
tal gains tax surcharge on high earners.
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exemption for most Social Security 
income.

On the corporate side of the tax 
ledger, legislation that Walz has 
signed into law is helping Minne-
sota tax more of the international 
business income that the state’s 
biggest companies are collecting.

M ight the spirit of Minnesota’s 
new tax-the-rich action start spread-
ing? Some of America’s wealthiest 
are doing their best to avoid that 

possibility. They’re helping under-
write an ambitious Tax Foundation 
high school and college curriculum 
project on taxes.

This effort, relates journalist 
Katya Schwenk, has a most chal-
lenging goal: convincing students 
from average-income families that 
the last thing they should “want to 
do is make sure the rich and power-
ful pay their fair share” at tax time.

In much of today’s America, that 
convincing figures to be a tough 
sell. In Florida, for instance, aver-
age teachers pay an overall effec-

tive tax rate of 9.5 percent. The ef-
fective rate that Florida’s richest 
1 percent – a cohort that averages 
$3.3 million in annual income – en-
joy: a mere 2.7 percent .   CT

Sam Pizzigati, an Institute for 
Policy Studies associate fellow, 
co-edits Inequality.org. His latest 
books include The Case for a 
Maximum Wage and The Rich 
Don’t Always Win: The Forgotten 
Triumph over Plutocracy that 
Created the American Middle 
Class, 1900-1970.

BENDIB’S WORLD   KHALIL BENDIB
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Imagine this scene, if you can. 
For several days, violent mobs 
have massed in the centre of 
British cities and clashed with 
police in an attempt to reach 

synagogues to attack them.
Draped in England flags and Un-

ion Jacks, and armed with crick-
et bats and metal rods, the trouble-
makers have dismantled garden 
walls to throw bricks.

Gangs have swept through resi-
dential areas where Jews are known 
to live, smashing windows and try-
ing to break down doors. The rioters 
attacked and torched a hotel identi-
fied as housing Jewish asylum seek-
ers, an act that could have burned 
alive the occupants.

For days, the media and politi-
cians have chiefly referred to these 
events as far-right “thuggery” and 
spoken of the need to restore law 
and order.

In the midst of all this, a young 
Jewish MP is invited onto a major 
morning TV show to talk about the 
unfolding events. When she argues 
that these attacks need to be clearly 
identified as racist and antisemitic, 
one of the show’s presenters bar-
racks and ridicules her.

Close by, two white men, a former 
cabinet minister and an executive at 
one of the UK’s largest newspapers, 
are seen openly laughing at her.

Oh, and if this isn’t all getting 

➤�JONATHAN COOK

Starmer’s fingerprints  
are all over UK race riots
Islamophobia is so bipartisan, so normalised, in Britain that BBC reporters  
refer to anti-Muslim pogromists as ‘pro-British protesters’
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too fanciful, the TV presenter who 
mocks the young MP is the husband 
of the Home Secretary responsible 
for policing these events.

The scenario is so hideously out-
rageous no one can conceive of it. 
But it is exactly what took place 
on August 5 – except that the mob 
wasn’t targeting Jews, but Muslims; 
the young MP was not Jewish but 

Zarah Sultana, the country’s most 
high-profile Muslim MP; and her 
demand was not that the violence 
be identified as antisemitic but as 
Islamophobic.

It all sounds a lot more plausible 
now, I’m guessing. Welcome to a 
Britain that wears its Islamophobia 
proudly, and not just on the streets 
of Bolton, Bristol or Birmingham, 

but in a London TV studio.
Islamophobia is so bipartisan in 

today’s Britain that BBC reporters 
on at least two occasions referred 
to the mobs chanting anti-Muslim 
and anti-immigrant slogans as “pro-
British protesters.”

The chief focus of nightly news 
has not been the anti-Muslim racism 
driving the mob, or the resemblance 
of the riots to pogroms. Instead, it 
has highlighted the physical threats 
faced by the police, the rise of the 
far-right, the violence and disorder, 
and the need for a firm response 
from the police and courts.

The trigger for the riots was 
disinformation: that three small girls 
stabbed to death in Southport on 29 
July had been killed by a Muslim 
asylum seeker. In fact, the suspected 
killer was born in Cardiff to Rwandan 
parents and is not Muslim.

But politicians and the media 
have contributed their own forms of 
disinformation.

Media coverage has mostly assist-
ed – and echoed – the rioters’ rac-
ist agenda by conflating the violent 
targeting of long-settled Muslim 
communities with general concerns 
about “illegal” immigration. The re-
porting has turned “immigrant” 
and “Muslim” into synonyms just as 
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readily as it earlier turned “terror-
ist” and “Muslim” into synonyms.

And for much the same reason.
In doing so, politicians and the 

media have once again played into 
the hands of the far-right mob they 
are seemingly denouncing.

Or seen another way, the mob is 
playing into the hands of the media 
and politicians who claim they want 
calm to prevail while continuing to 
stir up tensions.

Muslim youth who turned out to 
defend their homes, as police strug-
gled to cope with the onslaught, 
were labelled “counter-protesters.” 
It was as if this was simply a clash 
between two groups with conflict-
ing grievances, with the police – 
and the British state – caught in the 
middle.

Again, can we imagine rioting, 
hate-filled pogromists trying to 
burn alive Jews being described as 

“protesters,” let alone “pro-British?”
None of this has come out of no-

where. The current anti-Muslim 
mood has been stoked by both sides 
of the political aisle for years.

The British establishment has 
every incentive to continue channel-
ling public anger over economic is-
sues – such as shortages of jobs and 
housing, crumbling services and 
the rocketing cost of living – onto 
scapegoats, such as immigrants, 

Above: Sultana responds to Balls. Right: Former Labour MP Ben 
Bradshaw and the Daily Mail’s Andrew Pierce took part in the pro-
gramme, which received more than 8,000 complaints to Ofcom, 
the UK government’s communications regulater

Muslim MP Zarah Sultana, left, was ‘barracked and jeered’ by Ed Balls, husband of the Home Secretary Yvette Cooper, his 
co-presenter Kate Garraway and guest pundits Ben Bradshaw and Andrew Pierce on ITV’s Good Morning Britain, for argu-
ing that the riots needed to be identified as Islamophobic

T
V

 screenshots
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asylum seekers and Muslims.
Were it not doing so, it might be 

much easier for the public to identi-
fy who are the true culprits – an es-
tablishment that has been pushing 
endless austerity policies while si-
phoning off the common wealth. 

The case against the right is eas-
ily made.

Sayeeda Warsi, a Conservative 
peer and former cabinet minister, 
has been warning for more than a 
decade that her party is filled with 
Muslim-hating bigots, among both 
the wider membership and senior 
officials.

She declared back in 2019: “It does 
feel like I’m in an abusive relation-
ship at the moment… It’s not healthy 
for me to be there any more with the 
Conservative party.”

A recent poll found that more than 
half of Tory party members believe 
Islam is a threat to what was termed 
a “British way of life” - far above the 
wider public.

Such racism stretches from the 
top to the bottom of the party.

Boris Johnson, whose novel Sev-
enty-Two Virgins compared veiled 
Muslim women to letterboxes, won 
endorsement in his prime ministe-
rial run from far-right figures such 
as Tommy Robinson, who has been 
fomenting the current wave of riots 
from a Cyprus hideaway.

Warsi was especially critical of 
Michael Gove, one of the key actors 
in successive Conservative govern-
ments. She observed: “I think Mi-
chael’s view is there is no such thing 
as a non-problematic Muslim.”

That may explain why the party 
has repeatedly refused to address 
proven and rampant Islamophobia 
within its ranks. For example, of-
ficials quietly reinstated 15 coun-
cillors suspended over extreme 
Islamophobic comments once the fu-
rore had died down.

Even when the leadership was 
eventually cornered into agreeing 
to an independent inquiry into an-

Shortly after stepping 
down as the Conservative 
Party’s deputy chairman, 
Lee Ashworth declared 

that London mayor  
Sadiq Khan had “given  
our capital city away  

to his mates” 

ti-Muslim bigotry in the party, it was 
quickly watered down, becoming a 
“general inquiry into prejudice of all 
kinds.”

In February, shortly after Lee An-
derson stepped down as the Con-
servative party’s deputy chairman, 
he declared that “Islamists” had “got 
control of” Sadiq Khan, London’s 
mayor. The mayor, Anderson added, 

had “given our capital city away to 
his mates.”

Anderson was suspended from 
the Tory parliamentary party when 
he refused to apologise. But even 
then, Tory leaders, including the 
then-prime minister, Rishi Sunak, 
and his deputy, Oliver Dowden, re-
fused to label Anderson’s comments 
as racist or Islamophobic.

Dowden suggested only that An-
derson had used the “wrong words.”

Sunak ignored Anderson’s in-
flammatory, hate-filled rhetoric al-

together, redirecting public ire in-
stead towards marches against 
Israel’s slaughter of Palestinians 
in Gaza – or what he described as 
a supposed “explosion in prejudice 
and antisemitism.”

Anderson soon defected to the 
even more aggressively anti-immi-
grant Reform party of Nigel Farage.

Suella Braverman, a former home 
secretary, similarly proclaimed: 
“The truth is that the Islamists, the 
extremists and the antisemites are 
in charge now.”

Rightwing media, from GB News 
to the Daily Mail, have regularly 
echoed such sentiments, comparing 
immigrants – invariably implied to 
be Muslims – as a “swarm” flooding 
Britain’s borders, taking away jobs 
and housing.

Even the body charged with iden-
tifying and protecting ethnic mi-
norities made an all-too-obvious ex-
ception in the case of institutional 
Islamophobia.

The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission had been only too keen 
to investigate the Labour Party over 
what turned out to be largely evi-
dence-free claims of antisemitism 
against its members.

But the same body has steadfast-
ly refused to carry out a similar in-
vestigation into well-documented 
Islamophobia in the Tory Party, de-
spite receiving a dossier from the 
Muslim Council of Britain contain-
ing allegations of bigotry from 300 
figures in the party.

Labour Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer is now leading a high-profile 
crackdown on the violence of the far-
right by setting up a “standing army” 
of anti-riot police squads and press-
ing for speedy and tough sentencing.

His supporters trumpeted his 
success in his first major test as 
prime minister last week, when ex-
pected riots on August 7 failed to 



ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net   17  

materialise.
But since becoming Labour leader 

four years ago, Starmer has played 
a direct role in fuelling the anti-
Muslim climate, too, a climate that 
encouraged the far-right out onto 
the streets.

In his campaign for No 10, he made 
a conscious decision to compete 
with the Tories on the same political 
terrain, from “illegal immigration” 
to patriotism and law and order.

That political terrain was shaped 
by a New Labour foreign policy 20 
years ago that has had far-reaching 
domestic repercussions, stigmatis-
ing British Muslims as un-British, 
disloyal and prone to terrorism.

In lockstep with the United States, 
the Labour government of Tony 
Blair waged a brutal, illegal war 
on Iraq in 2003 that left more than 
1 million Iraqis dead and many mil-
lions more homeless. Still more 
were dragged off to black sites to be 
tortured.

Along with a violent and pro-
longed occupation of Afghanistan 
by the US and UK, the Iraq inva-
sion triggered regional chaos and 
spawned new and nihilistic forms 
of Islamist militancy, particularly in 
the form of the Islamic State group.

Blair’s brutalising crusade in the 
Middle East – often framed by him 
as a “clash of civilisations” – was 
bound to alienate many British Mus-
lims and radicalise a tiny number of 
them into a similar nihilism.

In response, Labour introduced a 
so-called Prevent strategy that cyn-
ically focused on the threat from 
Muslims and conflated an entire-
ly explicable disenchantment with 
British foreign policy with a suppos-
edly inexplicable and inherently vi-
olent tendency within Islam.

Starmer modelled his own leader-
ship on Blair’s and recruited many of 
the same advisors.

For decades Jeremy 
Corbyn had been 

celebrated by the Labour 
left – and reviled by  
the Labour right –  
for his support for  

anti-colonial struggles 
such as that of Palestine 

As a result, he was soon obses-
sively aping the Conservatives in 
a bid to win back the so-called Red 
Wall vote. The loss of urban are-
as of northern England in the 2019 
general election to the Tories was 
in large part down to Labour’s mud-
dled position on Brexit, for which 
Starmer was chiefly responsible. 

Starmer tacked firmly right-
wards on immigration, chasing af-
ter the Conservative Party as it 
veered even further to the right in 

its attempt to head off an electoral 
insurgency from Farage’s Reform 
Party.

As opposition leader, Starmer ech-
oed the Tories in fixating on “stop-
ping the small boats” and “smash-
ing the smuggling gangs”. The 
subtext was that the migrants and 
asylum seekers fleeing the very 
troubles the UK had inflamed in the 
Middle East were a threat to Brit-
ain’s “way of life”.

It was a reinvention of the “clash 
of civilisations” discourse Blair had 

championed.
Days before polling in last month’s 

general election, Starmer went one 
further, promoting dog-whistle rac-
ism of the kind more usually associ-
ated with the Tories.

The Labour leader singled out 
Britain’s Bangladeshi communi-
ty as one where he would act more 
decisively in carrying out deporta-
tions. “At the moment, people com-
ing from countries like Bangladesh 
are not being removed,” he told an 
audience of Sun readers.

But there was another, even more 
cynical reason Starmer made ra-
cial and sectarian politics central to 
his campaign. He was desperate not 
only to win over the Tory vote but to 
crush the Labour left and its politi-
cal agenda.

For decades, Jeremy Corbyn, his 
predecessor, had been celebrated 
by the Labour left – and reviled by 
the Labour right – for his anti-racist 
politics and his support for anti-co-
lonial struggles such as that of the 
Palestinians.

For his troubles, Corbyn was 
roundly smeared by the British po-
litical and media establishment in 
every way possible. But it was the 
charge of antisemitism – and its 
conflation with anything more than 
the mildest criticism of Israel – that 
proved the most damaging.

The same Equality Commission 
that resolutely refused to investi-
gate the Tories over Islamophobia 
hurried to bolster the smears of Cor-
byn’s Labour Party as institutionally 
antisemitic, even though the body 
struggled to produce any evidence.

With the chameleon-like Starmer, 
it is difficult to divine any certain 
political convictions. But it is clear 
he was not going to risk facing the 
same fate. The party’s leftwingers, 
including Corbyn, were hurried-
ly purged, as was anything that 
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smacked of a left agenda.
Starmer became a rabid cheer-

leader for Nato and its wars, and a 
champion of Israel – even after 7 Oc-
tober, when it cut off food and wa-
ter to the 2.3 million people of Gaza 
in what the world’s highest court 
would soon be calling a “plausible” 
genocide.

By then, Starmer’s war on the left 
and its politics was well-advanced.

The nature of that factional at-
tack was already clear in April 2020, 
shortly after Starmer had taken 
over Labour’s reins, when an em-
barrassing internal party report 
was leaked.

Among many other things, it 
showed how, during Corbyn’s lead-
ership, the Labour right had sought 
to damage him and his supporters 
using antisemitism smears as the 
weapon of choice.

Still finding his feet as leader, and 
trying to head off an internal revolt 
over the revelations, Starmer ap-
pointed Martin Forde KC to carry out 
an independent review of the leak.

After long delays, largely caused 
by obstructions from party officials, 
Forde published his findings in the 
summer of 2022. He identified what 
he called a “hierarchy of racism”, in 
which the Labour right had sought 
to weaponise antisemitism against 
the left – including against its Black 
and Asian members.

Perhaps not surprisingly, Labour 
members from ethnic minorities 
tend to share more political ground 
with Corbyn and the Labour left, es-
pecially in their strong opposition to 
racism and the decades-long coloni-
al oppression of the Palestinians.

That was seen by the Labour right 
and Starmer as a threat – and one 
they were determined to snuff out.

An Al Jazeera documentary 
broadcast in September 2022, draw-
ing on more documents than Forde 

A campaign to humiliate 
and undermine  Diane 
Abbott, the first black 

woman MP and a  
Corbyn ally, dragged on 

for weeks until being 
resolved begrudgingly  

in her favour

had managed to secure, discovered 
rampant Islamophobia from Starm-
er’s officials and the Labour right.

One of the victims of Starmer’s 
purges of the left described to the 
programme-makers Labour’s re-
cent years as a “criminal conspiracy 
against its members.”

Al Jazeera’s investigation found 
that Muslim party members, includ-
ing local councillors, had been firm-
ly in the Labour right’s crosshairs.

Party officials were revealed to 

have colluded in concealing law-
breaking, covert surveillance and 
data collection on Muslim mem-
bers, as a prelude to suspending the 
entire London constituency of Ne-
wham, apparently because there 
were concerns about it being domi-
nated by the local Asian community.

Ethnic minority staff in the La-
bour head office who raised com-
plaints about these discriminatory 
actions were dismissed from their 
jobs.

Labour continued its visible purg-

es right up to the July general elec-
tion, cynically excluding and re-
moving leftwing, Black and Muslim 
candidates at the last minute, so 
there would be no time to challenge 
the decision. 

The highest-profile victim was 
Faiza Shaheen, an economist who 
had already been chosen as the par-
liamentary candidate for Chingford 
and Woodford Green until she was 
ditched very publicly and uncere-
moniously. Questioned about the de-
cision, Starmer said he wanted only 
the “highest quality candidates.”

A similar campaign to humiliate 
and undermine Diane Abbott, the 
first black woman MP and a Corbyn 
ally, dragged on for weeks before 
being resolved begrudgingly in her 
favour.

The barely veiled insinuation yet 
again was that Muslim and Black 
candidates could not be trusted, 
that they were suspect.

Notably too, it later emerged that 
Starmer’s officials had sent a threat-
ening legal letter to Forde after he 
had spoken to Al Jazeera about rac-
ism within the party. Forde conclud-
ed it was a barely veiled attempt to 
“silence” him.

Shortly after winning an over-
whelming parliamentary majority 
on one of Labour’s lowest-ever vote-
shares, Starmer effectively suspend-
ed a handful of leftwing MPs from the 
parliamentary party - as he earlier 
had done to Corbyn. Their offence 
was voting to end child poverty.

Most visible was Zarah Sultana, 
the young Muslim MP who had 
been barracked and jeered on Good 
Morning Britain for arguing that 
the riots needed to be identified as 
Islamophobic.

Though it has been widely under-
stood that Starmer was determined 
to crush the Labour left, the inevita-
ble consequences of that policy – es-



ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net   19  

pecially in relation to large sections 
of Britain’s Muslim population – 
have been far less examined.

One of the ways Starmer dis-
tanced himself from Corbyn and the 
left was to echo Israel and the Brit-
ish right in redefining anti-Zionism 
as antisemitism.

That is, he has smeared those who 
take the same view as the judges 
of the World Court that Israel is an 
apartheid state and one that has as-
signed Palestinians inferior rights 
based on their ethnicity.

He has also vilified those who be-
lieve Israel’s slaughter in Gaza is the 
logical endpoint for a racist apart-
heid state unwilling to make peace 
with the Palestinians.

Two groups in particular have felt 
the full force of this conflation of op-
position to Israel’s crimes against 
the Palestinians – namely, anti-Zi-
onism – and antisemitism.

One is Labour’s leftwing Jews. 
The party has assiduously tried to 
conceal their existence from public 
view because they all too obviously 
disrupt its antisemitism narrative. 
Proportionally, the largest group ex-
pelled and suspended from Labour 
have been Jews critical of Israel. 

But conversely, and even more 
dangerously, Starmer’s conflation 
has served to visibly tar Muslims 
in general as antisemitic, given that 
they are the most vocal and unit-
ed community in opposing Israel’s 
“plausible” genocide in Gaza.

Starmer’s denunciations of an-
ti-Zionists as Jew haters have – 
whether intentionally or not – read-
ily bolstered a poisonous caricature 
the Tories have been promoting of 
Islam as a religion inherently hate-
ful and violent. 

Israel’s genocidal war on Gaza over 
the past 10 months – and the horrified 
reactions of millions of Britons to the 
slaughter – has brought the problem 

Starmer’s words have 
breathed life into the 

allegations of ‘two-tier’ 
policing, in which the 

police are so afraid to take 
on the Muslim community 

that the far-right needs  
to do their job for them

with Starmer’s approach into espe-
cially sharp relief.

The Labour leader may have es-
chewed the incendiary rhetoric of 
Braverman, who denounced as “hate 
 marches” the mass, peaceful pro-
tests against the slaughter. But he 
has subtly echoed her sentiments.

In rejecting the left’s anti-racism 
and anti-colonialism, he has had to 
prioritise the interests of a genocid-
al foreign state, Israel, over the con-
cerns of Israel’s critics.

And to make his stance appear 
less ignoble, he has tended, like the 
Tories, to gloss over the diverse ra-
cial composition of those opposing 
the slaughter.

The goal has been to try to dis-
credit the marches by obscuring the 
fact that they have multiracial sup-
port, that they have been peaceful, 
that many Jews have taken a promi-
nent part and that their message is 
against genocide and apartheid and 
in favour of a ceasefire.

Instead, Starmer’s approach has 

insinuated that domestic Muslim ex-
tremists are shaping the nature of 
the protests through chants and be-
haviour that are likely to make Jews 
fearful.

The Labour leader has claimed to 
“see hate marching side by side with 
calls for peace, people who hate 
Jews hiding behind people who sup-
port the just cause of a Palestinian 
state”.

It is a lawyerly, coded version of 
the racist right’s “Londonistan” 
– the supposed takeover of the 
UK’s capital by Muslims – and the 
smears, now even from government 
advisors, that the weekly marches 
in solidarity with Gaza’s suffering 
are turning British cities into “no-go 
zones” for Jews.

Starmer’s words – whether by de-
sign or not – have breathed life into 
the racist right’s preposterous al-
legation of “two-tier policing”, in 
which the police are supposedly so 
afraid to take on the Muslim com-
munity that the far-right needs to do 
their job for them.

The reality of that two-tier polic-
ing was only too visible last month 
when a video showed a police offic-
er stamping on the head of a tasered 
and inert Muslim man after a fracas 
at Manchester airport. The man’s 
brother was shown being assault-
ed while his hands were behind his 
head, and their grandmother re-
ports having been tasered too.

A s with the Tories, Starmer’s 
unstinting support for Israel since 7 
October – and his framing of protests 
against the slaughter as threatening 
to Jewish communities – has created 
an undeclared, implicit loyalty test. 
One that assumes most British Jews 
are patriots while casting suspicion 
on British Muslims that they need to 
prove they are not extremists or po-
tential terrorists.

Both the main parties appear to 
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believe it is fine for British Jews to 
cheerlead their co-religionists in 
Israel as the Israeli army bombs 
and starves Palestinian children in 
Gaza – and even that there is noth-
ing wrong with some of them head-
ing to the Middle East to take a di-
rect part in the killing.

But the two parties also insinuate 
that it may be disloyal for Muslims 
to march in solidarity with their co-
religionists in Gaza, even as they 
are being butchered by Israel, or vo-
ciferously oppose decades of bellig-
erent Israeli occupation and siege 
that the world’s highest court has 
ruled are illegal.

In other words, Starmer has tac-
itly endorsed a logic that views the 
waving of a Palestinian flag at a 
demonstration as more dangerous 
and alien to British values than join-
ing a foreign army to commit mass 
murder – or, let us note, than send-
ing weapons to that army for it to 
slaughter civilians.

There are indications that Starm-
er’s alienation of large parts of the 
Muslim community – intimating 
that its views on Gaza equate to “ex-
tremism” – may have been inten-
tional and designed to impress vot-
ers on the right.

A “senior Labour source” told re-
porters that the party welcomed the 
resignation of dozens of councillors 
from Labour over Starmer’s com-
ments in support of Israel starv-
ing Gaza’s population. It was, the 
source said, the party “shaking off 
the fleas.”

A related narrative was advanced 
by Starmer loyalists ousted in last 
month’s general election by leftwing 
independents, including Corbyn, 

running on a platform to stop the 
slaughter in Gaza.

Jonathan Ashworth, who lost 
his Leicester South seat to Shockat 
Adam at July’s general election, ac-
cused supporters of his Muslim ri-
val of failing to abide by democrat-
ic norms – through what Ashworth 
has termed “vitriol”, “bullying”, and 
“intimidation.”

Palestinian flags have been all too 
visible at what politicians and the me-
dia have been calling “counter-dem-
onstrations” – anti-fascists reclaim-
ing the streets from the far-right, as 
they did on August 7.

The Labour right, which like 

Starmer is keen to see the left dis-
appear from British politics, had in-
sisted that anti-racists stay at home 
to let the police deal with the racist 
rioters.

But it is precisely because the an-
ti-racist left has been forced onto the 
back foot through a bipartisan cam-
paign of smears – painting it as ex-
treme, antisemitic, un-British, trai-
torous – that the racist right has 
felt emboldened to show who is in 
charge. tarmer is now determined to 
put the genie he helped release back 
into the bottle through sheer brute 
force, using the police and courts.

There is every reason to fear, giv-
en Starmer’s campaign of smears 
against the left and authoritarian 
purges within his party, that his 
new government is more than ca-
pable of deploying the same heavy 
hand against the so-called “counter-
demonstrators”, however peaceful.

The Labour leader believes he 
reached power by smearing and 
crushing the anti-racist left, by driv-
ing it into the shadows.

Now, as prime minister, he may 
yet decide it is time to roll out the 
same programme across the nation. 
 CT
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T here is only one way to 
end the ongoing genocide 
in Gaza. It is not through 
bilateral negotiations. Is-
rael has amply demon-

strated, including with the assassi-
nation of the lead Hamas negotiator, 
Ismail Haniyeh, that it has no inter-
est in a permanent ceasefire. The 
only way for Israel’s genocide of the 
Palestinians to be halted is for the 
US to end all weapons shipments to 
Israel. And the only way this will 
take place is if enough Americans 

make clear they have no intention 
of supporting any presidential ticket 
or any political party that fuels this 
genocide.

The arguments against a boy-
cott of the two ruling parties are 
familiar: It will ensure the election 
of Donald Trump. Kamala Harris 
has rhetorically shown more com-
passion than Joe Biden. There are 
not enough of us to have an impact. 
We can work within the Democrat-
ic Party. The Israel lobby, especial-
ly the American Israel Public Af-

fairs Committee (AIPAC), which 
owns most members of Congress, 
is too powerful. Negotiations will 
eventually achieve a cessation of the 
slaughter. 

In short, we are impotent and 
must surrender our agency to sus-
tain a project of mass killing. We 
must accept as normal governance 
the shipment of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in military aid to an 
apartheid state, the use of vetoes at 
the UN Security Council to protect 
Israel and the active obstruction of 

➤�CHRIS HEDGES

Thou shalt not  
commit genocide 

Opposing genocide is a moral – not a political – choice
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international efforts to end mass 
murder. We have no choice.

Genocide, the internationally 
recognised crime of crimes, is not 
a policy issue. It cannot be equat-
ed with trade deals, infrastructure 
bills, charter schools or immigra-
tion. It is a moral issue. It is about 
the eradication of a people. Any sur-
render to genocide condemns us as 
a nation and as a species. It plunges 
the global society one step closer to 
barbarity. It eviscerates the rule of 
law and mocks every fundamental 
value we claim to honour. It is in a 
category by itself. And to not, with 
every fibre of our being, combat 
genocide is to be complicit in what 
Hannah Arendt defines as “radical 
evil,” the evil where human beings, 
as human beings, are rendered 
superfluous.

The plethora of Holocaust stud-
ies should have made this indelible 
point. But Holocaust studies were 
hijacked by Zionists. They insist 
that the Holocaust is unique, that it 
is somehow set apart from human 
nature and human history. Jews are 
deified as eternal victims of anti-
Semitism. Nazis are endowed with 
a special kind of inhumanity. Isra-
el, as the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington concludes, 
is the solution. The Holocaust was 
one of several genocides carried out 
in the 19th- and 20th-centuries. But 
historical context is ignored and 
with it our understanding of the dy-
namics of mass extermination.

The fundamental lesson of the Hol-
ocaust, which writers such as Primo 
Levi stress, is that we can all become 
willing executioners. It takes very 
little. We can all become complicit, if 
only through indifference and apathy, 
in evil. 

“Monsters exist,” Levi, who sur-
vived Auschwitz, writes, “but they 
are too few in number to be tru-

ly dangerous. More dangerous are 
the common men, the functionaries 
ready to believe and to act without 
asking questions.” 

To confront evil – even if there is 
no chance of success – keeps alive 
our humanity and dignity. It al-
lows us, as Vaclav Havel writes in 
The Power of the Powerless, to live 
in truth, a truth the powerful do 
not want spoken and seek to sup-
press. It provides a guiding light 
to those who come after us. It tells 
the victims they are not alone. It is 
“humanity’s revolt against an en-
forced position” and an “attempt to 
regain control over one’s sense of 
responsibility.”

What does it say about us if we ac-
cept a world where we arm and fund 
a nation that kills and wounds hun-
dreds of innocents a day? 

What does it say about us if we 
support an orchestrated famine and 
the poisoning of the water supply 
where the polio virus has been de-
tected, meaning tens of thousands 
will get sick and many will die? 

What does it say about us if we 
permit for 10 months the bombing 
of refugee camps, hospitals, villages 
and cities to wipe out families and 
force survivors to camp out in the 
open or find shelter in crude tents? 

What does it say about us when 
we accept the murder of 16,456 chil-
dren, although this is surely an 
undercount? 

What does it say about us when 
we watch Israel escalate attacks on 
United Nations facilities, schools – 
including the Al-Tabaeen school in 

Gaza City, where over 100 Palestin-
ians were killed while performing 
the Fajr, or dawn prayers – and oth-
er emergency shelters? 

What does it say about us when 
we permit Israel to use Palestinians 
as human shields by forcing hand-
cuffed civilians, including children 
and the elderly, to enter potentially 
booby-trapped tunnels and build-
ings in advance of Israeli troops, 
at times dressed in Israeli military 
uniforms? 

What does it say about us when 
we support politicians and soldiers 
who defend the rape and torture of 
prisoners?

Are these the kinds of allies we 
want to empower? Is this behaviour 
we want to embrace? What mes-
sage does this send to the rest of the 
world?

If we do not hold fast to moral im-
peratives, we are doomed. Evil will 
triumph. It means there is no right 
and wrong. It means anything, in-
cluding mass murder, is permissi-
ble. Protestors outside the Demo-
cratic National Convention at the 
United Center in Chicago demand 
an end to the genocide and US aid to 
Israel, but inside we are fed a sick-
ening conformity. Hope lies in the 
streets.

A moral stance always has a cost. 
If there is no cost, it is not moral. It is 
merely conventional belief.

“But what of the price of peace?” 
the radical Catholic priest Daniel 
Berrigan, who was sent to feder-
al prison for burning draft records 
during the war in Vietnam, asks in 
his book No Bars to Manhood:

“I think of the good, decent, 
peace-loving people I have known 
by the thousands, and I wonder. 
How many of them are so afflicted 
with the wasting disease of normal-
cy that, even as they declare for the 
peace, their hands reach out with 

Are these the kinds 
of allies we want to 
empower? Is this 
behaviour we want to 
embrace? What message 
does this send to the  
rest of the world?



ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net   23  

an instinctive spasm in the direc-
tion of their comforts, their home, 
their security, their income, their 
future, their plans – that five-year 
plan of studies, that ten-year plan 
of professional status, that twen-
ty-year plan of family growth and 
unity, that fifty-year plan of decent 
life and honourable natural demise. 
‘Of course, let us have the peace,’ 
we cry, ‘but at the same time let 
us have normalcy, let us lose noth-
ing, let our lives stand intact, let us 
know neither prison nor ill repute 
nor disruption of ties.’ And because 
we must encompass this and pro-
tect that, and because at all costs – 
at all costs – our hopes must march 
on schedule, and because it is un-
heard of that in the name of peace 
a sword should fall, disjoining that 
fine and cunning web that our lives 
have woven, because it is unheard 
of that good men should suffer in-
justice or families be sundered or 
good repute be lost – because of 
this we cry peace and cry peace, 
and there is no peace. There is no 
peace because there are no peace-
makers. There are no makers of 
peace because the making of peace 
is at least as costly as the making of 
war – at least as exigent, at least as 
disruptive, at least as liable to bring 
disgrace and prison and death in its 
wake.”

The question is not whether resist-
ance is practical. It is whether resist-
ance is right. We are enjoined to love 
our neighbour, not our tribe. We must 
have faith that the good draws to it 
the good, even if the empirical evi-
dence around us is bleak. The good 
is always embodied in action. It must 
be seen. It does not matter if the wider 
society is censorious. We are called to 
defy – through acts of civil disobedi-
ence and noncompliance – the laws 
of the state, when these laws, as they 
often do, conflict with moral law. We 

Read these Special Reports 
by JOHN PILGER  

from the ColdType archives

Download and read them at  
www.coldtype.net/pilgerbooks.html

 Find more of his ColdType work at www.coldtype.net/find.html

must stand, no matter the cost, with 
the crucified of the earth. If we fail to 
take this stand, whether against the 
abuses of militarised police, the inhu-
manity of our vast prison system or 

the genocide in Gaza, we become the 
crucifiers.  CT
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➤�VIJAY PRASHAD

Every place  
in Gaza – 
including schools 
– is a target
Since October 2023, the US has approved 100 sales, 
amounting to over $1-billion in weapons to Israel

I t is almost as if the Israe-
li army is trying to gather as 
many Palestinians as possi-
ble in one place and then kill 
them all. Ahmed Abed and his 

family fled the Dalal al-Maghribi 
school in early August after an Is-
raeli airstrike displaced them. That 
airstrike killed 15 Palestinians who 
had taken refuge there after Israel 
had bombed their homes in the Ash 
Shujaiyeh neighbourhood of Gaza 
City. 

The family arrived at the al-
Taba’een school, a private school 
with an attached mosque, that shel-
tered 2,500 people. Since the Is-
raelis began their most recent 
bombardment of Gaza in Octo-
ber 2023, Palestinians have tak-
en refuge in private schools and 
in schools run by the United Na-
tions (UN). The UN reports that in 
the Gaza Strip, the Israeli attacks 
have damaged 190 of their facili-
ties, most of them schools. There 
are few sanctuaries left in Gaza. 

These schools – whether pri-
vate or UN – are the only places 
that were seen as relatively safe.

At 4:30 a.m. on August 10, Israe-

li jet fighters flew over Gaza City 
and dropped US-made GBU-39 
250-pound bombs on the al-Taba’een 
school and mosque. During that 
time, a large number of the inhabit-
ants had lined up at the mosque to 
go for the Fajr or dawn prayer. 

The bombs hit the people near the 
mosque, killing at least 100 Pales-
tinians. It is a grotesque massacre 
that took place just when the United 
States decided to rearm Israel with 
these kinds of weapons. 

Sarah Leah Whitson, former Mid-
dle East and North Africa division 
director for Human Rights Watch, 
wrote that the arms sales to Israel 
by the United States on the day of 
this bombardment demonstrated a 
“Pavlovian conditioning for a feral 
army.”

The United States, despite oc-
casional statements about with-
holding weapons, has consistently 
armed Israel during this genocidal 
war. Since 1948, the United States 
has provided $130-billion worth of 
weapons to Israel. Between 2018 
and 2022, 79 percent of all weapons 
sold to Israel came from the Unit-
ed States (the next was Germany, 

which supplied 20 percent of Israel’s 
arms imports). The US arms sales 
have come in deliberately small 
bunches of under $250million per 
sale so that they do not require the 
scrutiny of the US Congress, and 
therefore public debate. 

From October 2023 through 
March, the US approved 100 of these 
small sales, which amount to over 
$1- billion in weapons sales, includ-
ing the GBU-39. It is important to 
know that the bomb, created in the 
United States, was likely loaded 
onto an Israeli fighter jet by a US 
technician seconded to the Israeli 
bases.

Mahmoud Basal, the spokes-
person for Gaza’s civil defence unit, 
said that the medics who got to the 
scene at the al-Taba’een school, many 
of them already veterans of this kind 
of violence, were confounded by 
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what they found. “The school area 
is strewn with dead bodies and body 
parts,” he said. “It is very difficult for 
paramedics to identify a whole dead 
body. There’s an arm here, a leg there. 
Bodies are ripped to pieces. Medical 
teams stand helpless before this hor-
rific scene.” 

A t least 40,000 Palestinians have 
been killed by the Israeli bombings 
since last October, and 2-million Pal-
estinians have been displaced from 
their homes.

In the lead-up to the attack on al-
Taba’een school, the Israeli forces 
have been escalating their bomb-
ings of schools in Gaza that serve as 
shelters. 

In July, the Israeli military struck 
17 schools in Gaza, killing at least 

163 Palestinians. In the week be-
fore August 10, Israel hit the Khadi-
ja and Ahmad al-Kurd schools in 
Deir al-Balah killing 30 Palestin-
ians (July 27), the Dalal Moghrabi 
school in Ash Shujaiyeh killing 15 
Palestinians (August 1), the Hama-
ma and Huda schools in Sheikh Rad-
wan killing sixteen Palestinians 
(August 3), the Hassan Salame and 
Nasser schools in al-Nassr killing 25 
Palestinians (August 4), and the al-
Zahraa and Abdul Fattah Hamouda 
schools killing 17 Palestinians (Au-
gust 8).

This sequence of attacks on 
schools came before the August 10 
bombing, which shows that there is 
a pattern of targeting civilians who 
are seeking shelter in schools. The 
massacre at al-Taba’een is the 21st 
attack by Israel against a school that 
has been serving as a shelter since 

July 4. Ahmed Abed lost his broth-
er-in-law Abdullah al-Arair in the 
massacre at al-Taba’een. “There is 
nowhere else to go,” he said. “Every 
place in Gaza is a target.”

Israel accepted that it had bombed 
these schools but denied that it had 
killed civilians. In fact, Israel no 
longer names these places such as 
al-Taba’een and Dalal Moghrabi 
as schools; it calls them “military 
facilities.” 

The Israeli military said that it had 
killed at least 20 “terror operatives” 
since it is reported to have claimed 
to have hit an “‘active’ Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad command 
room embedded within a mosque.” 
The Israeli authorities released the 
names of at least 19 people who they 
claimed were senior operatives of 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

The EuroMed Human Rights 

ANOTHER MASSACRE: At 4:30 a.m. on August 10, Israeli jet fighters flew over Gaza City and dropped US-made GBU-39 
250-pound bombs on the al-Taba’een school and mosque
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Monitor, an independent organisa-
tion based in Switzerland, studied 
the claims made by Israel’s military 
and found them to be wanting. The 
Monitor’s staff went to the school, 
did a survey of the survivors, and 
reviewed the Israeli-controlled civ-
il registry for the names. The team’s 
“preliminary investigation found 
that the Israeli army used names of 
Palestinians killed in Israeli raids – 
some of whom were killed in earlier 
raids – in its list.” 

The three people killed earlier, 
but whose names appeared in the 
Israeli lists, include Ahmed Ihab al-
Jaabari (killed on December 5, 2023), 
Youssef al-Wadiyya (killed on August 
8, 2024), and Montaser Daher (killed 
on August 9, 2024). The Israeli list 
also had three elderly civilians who 
have no connection to any militant 
group, including Abdul Aziz Misbah 
al-Kafarna (a school principal) and 
Yousef Kahlout (an Arabic language 
teacher and deputy mayor of Beit 
Hanoun). The list also includes six 
civilians, “some of whom were even 
Hamas opponents.”

It is remarkable that even in their 
own statements the Israeli officials 
seem unsure about their claims. 
Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari of the 

Israeli military said that “various 
intelligence indications” show that 
there was a “high probability” that 
Ashraf Juda, a commander of the 
Islamic Jihad’s Central Camps Bri-
gade, was in al-Taba’een school. But 
the Israelis could not confirm it. So, 
the Israelis killed 100 civilians even 
though they were not certain if their 
target was in the facility at that 
time.

The Israeli army has set up a pat-
tern for its genocidal campaign. 
It first bombs civilian neighbour-
hoods, sending terrified people into 
shelters such as schools and hos-
pitals. Then, it announces blanket 
evacuation orders from an entire 
area, forcing people in these shel-
ters to live in fear since many of 
them do not have the wherewithal to 
leave them for other places (indeed, 
“There is nowhere else to go,” said 
Ahmed Abed). 

Having made these evacuation 

Having made these 
evacuation orders, Israel 
then bombs the protected 
shelters, including 
hospitals and schools, 
with the argument that 
these are military targets

orders, Israel then bombs the pro-
tected shelters, including hospitals 
and schools, with the argument that 
these are military targets. This for-
mula was enacted in Gaza City and 
in other parts of Gaza.

Now, Israel has announced forced 
evacuation orders for people in 
Khan Younis, a city in central Gaza. 
Alongside these orders, Israeli forc-
es have begun aerial and artillery 
attacks at the eastern edge of Khan 
Younis. We will now see these kinds 
of attacks on schools and hospitals 
that are shelters for desperate peo-
ple in the center of Gaza, with every 
building seen by the Israelis as a le-
gitimate target. CT
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➤�RAMZY BAROUD

Why torture is failing  
in Israel’s war on Gaza
Raping prisoners, leaking videos of the gruesome acts, and carrying out the same 
horrific deed again and again, are part of the Israeli strategy – restoring fear

O n October 25, Israeli 
politician Moshe Fei-
glin told Arutz Sheva-
Israel National News 
that “Muslims are not 

afraid of us anymore.” 
It might sound odd that Feiglin 

saw the element of fear as critical 
to Israel’s well-being if not its very 
survival.  However, the fear element 
is directly linked to Israel’s behav-
iour and fundamental to its political 
discourse. 

Historically, Israel has carried out 
massacres with a specific political 
strategy in mind: to instill the de-
sired fear to drive Palestinians off 
their land. Deir Yassin, Tantara and 
the over 70 documented massacres 
during the Palestinian Nakba, or 
Catastrophe, are cases in point. 

Israel has also utilised torture, 
rape and other forms of sexual as-
sault to achieve similar ends in 
the past, to exact information or to 
break down the will of prisoners. 

UN-affiliated experts said in a 
report published on August 5 that 
“these practices are intended to 
punish Palestinians for resisting oc-
cupation and seek to destroy them 
individually and collectively.”

Israel’s ongoing war in Gaza has 
manifested all these horrific strat-
egies in ways unprecedented in the 
past, both in terms of widespread 
application and frequency. 

In a report, Welcome to Hell, pub-
lished on August 5, the Israeli rights 
group, B’tselem, said that Israel’s 
detention “facilities, in which every 
inmate is deliberately subjected to 
harsh, relentless pain and suffering 
operate as de-facto torture camps”.

A few days later, the Palestinian 
rights group, Addameer, published 
its own report, “documented cas-
es of torture, sexual violence, and 
degrading treatment,” along with 
the “systematic abuses and human 
rights violations committed against 
detainees from Gaza.”

If incidents of rape, sexual as-

saults and other forms of torture 
are marked on a map, they would 
cover a large geographical area, in 
Gaza, in the West Bank, and Israel 
itself – mostly notably in the notori-
ous Sde Teiman Camp.

Considering the size and loca-
tions of the Israeli army, well-docu-
mented evidence of rape and torture 
demonstrates that such tactics are 
not linked to a specific branch of the 
military. This means that the Israe-
li army uses torture as a centralised 
strategy.  

Such a strategy has been associ-
ated with the likes of Itamar Ben-
Gvir, Israel’s national security min-
ister. His aggressive statements, for 
example, that Palestinian prisoners 
should be “shot in the head instead 
of being given more food,” are per-
fectly aligned with his equally vio-
lent actions: the starvation policy of 
prisoners, the normalisation of tor-
ture and the defense of rape. 

But Ben-Gvir did not institute 
these tortuous policies. They have 
predated him by decades and were 
used against generations of Pales-
tinian prisoners, who are grant-
ed few rights compared to those 
enshrined by international law, 
particularly the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.

But why does Israel torture Pales-
tinians on such a large scale? 

Israeli wars against Palestinians 

HELL In ISRAEL: A new report from the 
Israelpeace organisation B’Tselem 
highlights torture in the country’s de-
tention facilities.
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are predicated on two elements: a 
material and a psychological one. 
The former has manifested itself 
in the ongoing genocide, the killing 
and wounding of tens of thousands 
and the near destruction of Gaza. 

The psychological factor, howev-
er, is intended to break the will of 
the Palestinian people. 

Law for Palestine, a legal advo-
cacy group published a database of 
over 500 instances of Israeli lead-
ers, including Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, inciting genocide 
in Gaza. 

Most of these references seem to 
be centred on dehumanising the 
Palestinians. For example, the Octo-
ber 11 statement by Israeli President 
Yitzhak Herzog, that “there are no 
innocent civilians in Gaza,” was 
part of the collective death sentence 
that made the extermination of Pal-
estinians morally justifiable in the 
eyes of Israelis. 

Netanyahu’s own ominous bibli-
cal reference, where he called on Is-
raeli soldiers to seek revenge from 
Palestinians, stating “Remember 
what Amalek has done to you,” was 
also a blank check for mass murder.

While choosing not to see Pales-
tinians as humans, as innocent, as 
worthy of life and security, Israel 
has granted its army carte blanche 
to do as it saw fit to those, in the 
words of Israeli Defense Minister, 
Yoav Gallant, “human animals.” 

The mass killing, starvation and 
widespread rape and torture of Pal-
estinians are a natural outcome of 
these shocking dialectics. But the 
overall purpose of Israel is not sim-
ply to exact revenge, though the lat-
ter has been quite important to Isra-
el’s desire for national recovery. 

By trying to break the will of the 
Palestinians through torture, hu-
miliation and rape, Israel wants to 
restore a different kind of deter-

rence, which it lost on October 7.  
Failing to restore military or stra-

tegic deterrence, Tel Aviv is invest-
ed in psychological deterrence, as 
in restoring the element of fear that 
was breached on October 7.

Raping prisoners, leaking vide-
os of the gruesome acts, and carry-
ing out the same horrific deed, again 
and again, are all part of the Israeli 
strategy – that of restoring fear. 

But Israel will fail, simply because 
Palestinians have already succeed-
ed in demolishing Israel’s 76-year 
matrix of physical domination and 

mental torture. 
The Israeli war on Gaza is be the 

most destructive and bloody of all 
Israeli wars. Yet, Palestinian resil-
ience continues to grow stronger, 
because Palestinians are not pas-
sive, but active participants in the 
shaping of their own future. 

If popular resistance is indeed the 
process of the restoration of the self, 
Palestinians in Gaza are proving 
that, despite their unspeakable pain 
and agony, they are emerging as a 
whole, ready to clinch their free-
dom, no matter the cost.  CT

Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, 
author and the Editor of The 
Palestine Chronicle. He is the 
author of six books. His latest book, 
co-edited with Ilan Pappé, is ‘Our 
Vision for Liberation: Engaged 
Palestinian Leaders  
and Intellectuals Speak Out’. 
His other books include ‘My 
Father was a Freedom Fighter’ 
and ‘The Last Earth’. Baroud is 
a Non-resident Senior Research 
Fellow at the Center for Islam and 
Global Affairs (CIGA). His website 
is www.ramzybaroud.net

A screenshot from a video shown on Israel’s Channel 12 appears to show sexual 
assault of a Palestinian prisoner at Sde Teiman prison

‘HUMAN ANIMALS’: Yoav Gallant,  
Israel’s Defense Minister
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➤�JOE ALLEN

Manhattan and 
the Machine
I love new York, grubby humans and all

L ast month, I travelled to 
Manhattan for a speak-
ing event and I couldn’t 
stop talking. That’s typi-
cal of the city for me. Peo-

ple grumble about how unfriend-
ly New Yorkers are, and that’s true 
at times. But in general, NYC is one 
of the most gregarious cultures I’ve 
ever encountered. It’s a town pow-
ered by gasoline, electricity, hor-
mones, overclocked neurons, and 
a variety of chemical stimulants. 
More than two decades of fellow-
ship have taught me that most New 
Yorkers love to talk and be talked at 
– even those too wired to actually 
listen.

I gave a speech about the allure of 
technology and its false promise of 
spiritual fulfilment. All my words – 
for the past four years, really – can 
be summed up as “Robots are bad, 
mkay.” If you don’t know that ol’ sto-
ry, you ain’t from around here. 

This engagement was hosted by 
the New York Young Republicans 
Club. Maybe there was a time when 
you’d expect to meet country club 
types – polo shirts and khakis, aris-
tocratic accents and sockless sebe-
gos. That wasn’t the NYYRC that I 
encountered.

The crowd, packed into the styl-
ish clubhouse in midtown Manhat-
tan, offered a broad spectrum of 
personalities. Probably a third of 

those gathered were either black, 
east Asian, south Asian, or middle 
eastern – and they weren’t there be-
cause of some diversity quota.

Many joined because they’re pro-
America and pro-business. Others 
are deeply religious and wary of the 
techno-secular swarm. Some are 
simply tired of liberal decay.

The next night, at a grimy lit-
tle bar in Chinatown, I talked to all 
sorts of people who are bored with 
the Left’s stale virtue-signalling 
and PC pablum. 

It was a self-selected crowd for the 
most part, but alongside the sharp 
whiteys and cynical fashionistas, 
there was a black filmmaker who 
is as repulsed by soulless AI-gen-
erated art as I am, and a rightwing 
Asian woman who’s too aggressive 
to ever play the victim. One fellow 
traveller had a flip-phone (my man!). 
The only lib I met, an Indian immi-
grant from Oklahoma, was open-
minded enough to be bearable.

No one agreed about anything 
much, so it was a refreshing intellec-
tual romp. Unlike the generic rainbow 
blobs dotting every city from Miami 
to Nashville, out to San Francisco and 
Portland – where white people get to-
gether to praise each other’s taste for 
diversity – this little cross-section of 

New York was truly diverse and actu-
ally interesting.

In the old days, I’d travel to NYC 
to meet unorthodox people. Most of 
the time, they were outside-the-box 
liberals. Back then, lefties weren’t 
so boring, at least not to me.

They would be amused at my 
caveman ways, and I would toler-
ate their citified cultural mutations. 
The first time I visited was just af-
ter 9/11. The WTC craters were still 
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smouldering and tourists gathered 
around to snap pictures. (I refused 
to approach the site – that’s bad 
juju.) 

Soon after, America waged a War 
on Terror abroad and a war on free-
dom at home. It was the first mass 
roll-out of unmanned drones, air-
port nudie scanners, and a brain-
like global surveillance grid.

In 2005, I returned to rig the stage 
for Billy Graham’s Last Crusade 

in Flushing Meadows Park. A mil-
lion and a half people showed up for 
the televangelist’s final techno-reli-
gious ceremony. The zealous crowd 
merged into a single polyglot chi-
mera, sweating under that rusty old 
flying saucer left over from the 1964 
World’s Fair. Graham’s sermon, 
blasted out through speaker arrays 
and amplified by delay towers, was 
a plastic-wrapped slice of apple pie.

On election night in 2008, I was 

invited to a house party in Harlem. 
The minute they announced Obama 
had won the presidency, our prim 
and proper Afro American hostess 
abruptly shouted at the television, 
“This is the BLACK HOUSE now, 
muthafuckas!” Hearing the commo-
tion outside, my Cuban friend and I 
went for a walk, just to take in the 
celebratory vibe. 

My buddy’s TV-amped enthusi-
asm was soon dampened by the hos-
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tile blacks who shouted at us from 
their stoops. More than one yelled, 
“This is our shit, now! This is OUR 
shit!!” Glancing around with a wary 
eye, it was obvious this wasn’t my 
shit.

The election night experience 
drove home the fact that, far beyond 
all the pretty words about racial 
unity, electro-tribalism is one of the 
Left’s most potent weapons. Those 
guns may be holstered for now, but 
they’re fully loaded and ready to 
pop off at any moment. I would re-
turn to Harlem the next day, and 
many times over the years. I never 
had any problems, but then again, I 
was no longer so naive.

In a subsequent trip, I got to meet 
the comedian Greg Giraldo just be-
fore he died of an overdose. A young 
Jamaican woman introduced us back-
stage at a Manhattan comedy club. 
Throughout his entire set, the woman 
shouted at Giraldo at the top of her 
lungs – as if she was in a movie thea-
tre and he was on the silver screen. 
In retrospect, that was funnier than 
his jokes.

Over the years, I also visited 
Catholic cathedrals, the old monas-
tery up at the Cloisters, a Chabad-
Lubavitch synagogue in Brook-
lyn, the bustling Hindu temple in 
Queens, and a small temple to Kali 
a few neighbourhoods over, where 
I was welcomed to join a stranger’s 
wedding. The lovely couple em-
braced under the dark goddess’s 
bloody grin.

In 2016, I rigged the set for UFC 
205 at Madison Square Garden. 
Before the fights, I strolled up to 
Trump Tower, where the rabble 
had amassed to vent their phase-
one TDS. It seemed goofy to me at 
the time, but in reality, America had 
come apart at the seams. I suppose 
the fabric had already been torn 
eight years earlier, even if most of 

us couldn’t admit it.
That night, the young Conor 

McGregor wrecked Eddie Alvarez 
in the octagon, becoming the UFC’s 
first champ in two separate weight 
classes. T“Backstage I’m startin’ 
fights w’ everybody,” McGregor con-
fessed in the post-match interview, 
his Celtic eyes gleaming on the big 
video screens. 

“I’ve ridiculed everyone on the ros-
ter. And I just wanna say from the 
bottom a’ me heart. I’d like to take 
the chance to apologize... TO ABSO-
LUTELY NOBODY!!”

The crowd went nuts. That’s what 
crowds do.

I’ve been in and out of NYC many 
times since. I’ve had a few adven-
tures, seen a few sights, met a few 
folks. As I wandered around NYC last 
last month, one thing that stuck out is 
how much it all looks the same. Yeah, 
Manhattan has new Lego-block tow-
ers here and there, and many more 
have gone up in the outer boroughs. 
The classic skyscrapers look smaller 
to my eyes, too, like when you go back 
to your old elementary school and the 
lockers appear to be miniatures. A lot 
of the independent businesses have 
been replaced by megacorps, espe-
cially after the pandemic.

But it all feels about the same to 
my stranger’s sensibilities. The pe-
destrians are just as forward-fo-
cused. The women still wear the lat-
est over-priced fashion accessories. 
The youth packs are still looking 

for trouble. The rats are still crawl-
ing around bags of trash piled on the 
street. And I swear, I think some of 
the same construction scaffolding 
is still up from my first visit in 2001. 
Does anything ever get finished in 
this town?

The one change that really sticks 
out, though, is mass digitisation. 
The once static billboards in Times 
Square are now animated video 
walls. The subway tokens are long 
gone, replaced by digital kiosks that 
ping with each passing microchip, 
tracking your every movement. In-
stead of looking at books or news-
papers, or, God forbid, at each oth-
er, people everywhere are staring 
down at their smartphones. Not all 
of them. But too many.

Flowing over these multi-ethnic 
masses are streams of data swim-
ming with algorithms, extracting in-
formation and telling people what to 
think, who to meet, and where to go. 
The city’s soul hasn’t dried up. Not 
entirely. But this gleaming electric 
ant farm – built by human hands on 
a foundation of lofty dreams – has 
been thoroughly digitised. Pretty 
much every city has.

No one can escape human nature, 
no matter how urbane he or she be-
comes. And as one year rolls over 
to the next, it’s obvious that human 
nature can’t escape the Future™. 
This transformation is repulsive to 
my eyes, even if the people are still 
beautiful.

City folks have always looked like 
ants from the sky and acted like 
apes on the ground – which is great! 
– but now they’re guided by invis-
ible bots. Oh well. At least we have 
something new to talk about. CT

Joe Allen, a long-time ColdType 
contributor, writes the Singularity 
Weekly Substack blog at   
https://joebot.substack.com.  
His latest book is Dark Aeon: 
Transhumanism and the War 
Against Humanity.

This gleaming electric  
ant farm – built on a 
foundation of  
lofty dreams – has  
been thoroughly 
digitised. Pretty  
much every city has
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C alifornia Governor Gavin 
Newsom appears to be 
taking climate change se-
riously, at least when he’s 
in front of a microphone 

and flashing cameras. His talk then 
is direct and tough. He repeatedly 
points out that the planet is in dan-
ger and appears ready to act. He’s 
been called a “climate-change cru-
sader” and a leader of America’s 
clean energy revolution.

“[California is] meeting the mo-
ment head-on as the hots get hotter, 
the dries get drier, the wets get wet-
ter, simultaneous droughts and rain 
bombs,” Newsom typically asserted 
in April 2024 during an event at Cen-
tral Valley Farm, which is powered 

by solar panels and batteries. “We 
have to address these issues with a 
ferocity that is required of us.”

These are exactly the types of 
remarks many of us wish we had 
heard from so many other elected 
officials addressing the climate dis-
aster this planet’s becoming, the 
culprits behind it, and how we might 
begin to fix it. True, Big Oil long cov-
ered up internal research about how 
devastating climate change would 
be while lying through its teeth as 
its officials and lobbyists worked 
fiercely against any kind of global-
warming-directed fossil-fuel legisla-
tion. It’s also correct that the issue 
must be addressed immediately and 
forcefully. Yet, whatever Governor 

Newsom might say, he’s also played 
a role in launching a war on roof-
top solar power and so kneecapping 
California just when it was making 
remarkable strides in that very area 
of development.

Consider California’s residential 
solar program (its “net-metering“), 
which the governor has all but dis-
mantled. Believe it or not, in De-
cember 2022, the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC) voted 
5-0 to slash incentives for residents 
to place more solar power on their 
homes. Part of the boilerplate justi-
fication offered by the CPUC, News-
om, and the state’s utility companies 
was that payments to individuals 
whose houses produce such power 

➤�JOSHUA FRANK

First California.  
Then the nation

Why Governor Gavin Newsom’s war on rooftop solar  
is a bad omen for the country
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were simply too high and badly im-
pacted poor communities that had 
to deal with those rate increases. 
They’ve called this alleged prob-
lem a “cost-shift” from the wealthy 
to the poor. It matters not at all that 
the CPUC, which oversees consum-
er electric rates, has continually 
approved rate increases over the 
years. Solar was now to blame.

It’s true that property owners do 
place those solar power panels on 
their roofs. What is not true is that 
solar only benefits the well-to-do. A 
2022 study by Lawrence Berkeley 
Labs showed that 60 percent of all 
solar users in California then were 
actually low- to middle-income resi-
dents. In addition, claiming that res-
idential solar power is significantly 
responsible for driving the state’s 
electricity rates up just isn’t true ei-
ther. Those rates have largely risen 
because of the eternal desire of Cali-
fornia’s utility companies to turn a 
profit.

Here’s an example of how those 
rates work and why they’ve gone 
up. Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
(PG&E), whose downed power lines 
have been responsible for an estimat-
ed 30 major wildfires in California 
over the past six overheating years, 
was forced to pay $13.9-billion in set-
tlement money for the damage done. 
The company has also been found 
guilty of 84 felony counts of involun-
tary manslaughter for deaths in the 
devastating 2018 Camp Fire in Butte 
County. In response to those horrific 
blazes and the damages they inflict-
ed, the company claims it must now 
spend more than $5.9-billion to bury 
its aging infrastructure to avoid fu-
ture wildfires in our tinder-box of a 
world. Watchdog groups suggest that 
it’s those investments that are rais-
ing electric bills across the state, not 
newly installed solar power.

In short, large utilities make their  

money by repairing and expand-
ing the energy grid. Residential so-
lar directly threatens that revenue 
stream because it doesn’t rely on 
an ever-expanding network of pow-
er stations and transmission lines. 
The electricity that residential so-
lar power produces typically re-
mains at the community level or, 
better yet, in the home itself, espe-
cially if coupled with local battery 
storage. Not surprisingly then, by 
2018, 20 transmission lines had been 
cancelled in California, mainly be-
cause so many homes were already 
producing solar power on their own 
rooftops, saving $2.6-billion in total 
consumer energy costs.

A recent Colorado-based Vibrant 
Clean Energy analysis confirmed 
the savings rooftop solar provides 
to ratepayers. Their report esti-
mated that, by 2050, rooftop pan-
els would save California ratepay-
ers $120-billion. That would also 
save energy companies from spend-
ing far more money on the grid (but, 
of course, that’s the only way they 
turn a profit).

“What our model finds is that 
when you account for the costs as-
sociated with distribution grid in-
frastructure, distributed energy re-
sources can produce a pathway that 
is lower cost for all ratepayers and 
emits fewer greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” said Dr. Christopher Clack of 
Vibrant Clean Energy. “Our study 
shows this is true even as California 
looks to electrify other energy sec-
tors like transportation.”

However, such lower costs also 

mean less profits for utility com-
panies, so they have found an in-
genious workaround. They could 
appease climate concerns while 
making a bundle of money by build-
ing large solar farms in the de-
sert. In the process, nothing about 
how they generated revenue would 
change, energy costs would contin-
ue to rise, and little would stand in 
their way, not even a vulnerable for-
est of Joshua trees.

“Why Razing Joshua Trees for 
Solar Farms Isn’t Always Crazy,” a 
troubling Los Angeles Times head-
line read. Sammy Roth, an intrep-
id environmental reporter who has 
written insightfully and cogently on 
the way humanity is altering the cli-
mate, was nonetheless all in on up-
rooting thousands of Joshua trees 
in California’s Kern County to make 
space for that giant solar farm. 

The “Aratina Solar Project,” a 
sprawling 2,300-acre installation 
in the heart of the Mojave Desert, 
would transfer electricity to wealthy 
coastal areas, powering more than 
180,000 homes. 

As Roth reported, “There are 
places to build solar projects besides 
pristine ecosystems. But there’s 
no get-out-of-climate-change-free 
card… Hence the need to accept kill-
ing some Joshua trees in the name 
of saving more Joshua trees. I feel 
kind of terrible saying that.”

He should feel terrible. Roth be-
lieves that tearing up Joshua trees, 
already in great jeopardy due to 
our warming climate, is the price 
that must be paid to save ourselves 
from ourselves. But is sacrificing 
wild spaces — and, in this case, also 
threatening the habitat of the desert 
tortoise — truly worth it? Is this re-
ally the best solution we can come 
up with in our overheating world? 
There do appear to be better op-
tions, but they would also upend the 
status quo and put far less money in 
the pockets of utility shareholders.

Here’s how Californians could 

A recent analysis 
estimating that 
by 2050 rooftop  
solar panels would  
save California 
ratepayers  
$120 billion
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think outside the box or, in this case, 
on top of it. A single Walmart roof 
averages 180,000 square feet. In Cal-
ifornia, there are 309 Walmarts. 
That’s 55,620,000 square feet or 
1,276 acres of rooftop. Home De-
pots? There are 247 of them in Cali-
fornia and each of their roofs aver-
ages 104,000 square feet, totalling 
25,668,000 square feet, or around 
589 acres. Throw in 318 Target 
stores, averaging 125,000 square 
feet, and you have over 39,750,000 
square feet or another 912 acres. 
Add all of those up and you have 
2,777 acres of rooftops that could be 
turned into mini-solar farms.

In other words, just three big box 
stores in California cities ripe for so-
lar power would provide more acre-
age than the 2,300-acre Joshua-
tree-destroying solar installation in 
Kern County. And that doesn’t even 
include all the Costcos (129), Lowes 
(111), Amazon warehouses (100+), 
Ikeas (8), strip malls, schools, mu-
nicipal buildings, parking lots, and 
so much more that would provide 
far better options.

You get the picture. The potential 
for solar in our built environment 
is indeed enormous. Throw in the 
more than 5.6-million single-fami-
ly homes in California with no so-
lar panels, and there’s just so much 
rooftop real estate that could gen-
erate electricity without wrecking 
entire ecosystems already facing a 
frighteningly hot future.

In 2014, it was estimated that solar 
power from California homes pro-
duced 2.2 gigawatts of energy. Ten 
years later, that potential is so much 
greater. As of summer 2024, the state 
has 1.9-million residential rooftop 
solar installations capable of churn-
ing out 16.7 gigawatts of power. It’s 
estimated that 1 gigawatt can con-
servatively power 750,000 homes. 
This means that the solar generation 

now installed on California’s roofs 
could theoretically, if stored, power 
12,525,000 homes in a state with only 
7.5-million of them. Already, in 2022, 
it’s believed that the state wasted 
nearly 2.3-million megawatt-hours 
worth of solar-produced electricity. 

And mind you, this isn’t just back-
of-the-napkin math. A 2021 geospa-
tial analysis of rooftop solar con-
ducted by researchers at Ireland’s 
University of Cork and published 
in Nature confirmed what many ex-
perts have long believed: that the US 
has enough usable rooftop space to 
supply the entire country’s energy 
demands and, with proper commu-
nity-based storage, would be all we 
would need to fulfil our energy pro-
duction demands — and then some! 
If properly deployed, the US could 
produce 4.2 petawatt-hours per year 
of rooftop solar electricity, more 
than the country consumes today. 
(A petawatt-hour is a unit of energy 
equal to one trillion kilowatt-hours.) 
The report also noted that there are 
enough rooftops worldwide to po-
tentially fully feed the world’s ener-
gy appetite.

If residential solar has succeeded 
exceptionally well and has so much 
possibility, why are we intent on de-
stroying desert ecology with mas-
sive, industrial-scale solar farms? 
The answer in Gavin Newsom’s Cal-
ifornia has much more to do with 
politics and corporate avarice than 
with mitigating climate change.

Despite what Governor Newsom 
and the California Public Utilities 
Commission have claimed, electric 

rates have increased not because 
of solar power’s massive success 
but because of old-school capitalist 
greed.

“Rooftop solar has value in avoid-
ing costs that utilities would have to 
pay to deliver that same kilowatt-
hour of energy, such as investments 
in transmission lines and other grid 
infrastructure,” reports the solar-
advocacy group, Solar Rights Alli-
ance. “Rooftop solar also reduces 
the public health costs of fossil-fuel 
power plants and the costs to rate-
payers of utility-caused wildfires 
and power shut-offs. Rooftop solar 
also provides quantifiable benefits 
through local economic develop-
ment and jobs. It preserves land that 
would otherwise be used for large-
scale solar development. When 
paired with batteries, rooftop solar 
helps build community resilience.”

Nonetheless, blaming rooftop 
solar for California’s increased elec-
tricity rates has been a painfully ef-
fective argument. So, here’s a ques-
tion to consider: Why does it seem 
like Newsom is working on behalf of 
the utilities to limit small-scale roof-
top solar? Could it be related to the 
$10-million Pacific Gas & Electric do-
nated to his campaigns since he first 
ran for office in San Francisco in the 
late 1990s? Or could it be because key 
members of his cabinet are tight with 
PG&E executives? (Dana Williamson, 
his current chief of staff, was a former 
director of public affairs at PG&E.)

Then, consider the potential con-
flict of interest when the law firm 
O’Melveny & Myers, which previ-
ously worked for PG&E, was tasked 
by Newsom with drafting wildfire 
legislation to save the company 
from bankruptcy. PG&E would, in 
fact, end up hammering out a deal 
with CPUC to pass on the costs of 
the bailout, a staggering $11-billion, 
to ratepayers over a 30-year period.

If residential solar has 
succeeded exceptionally 
well and has so much 
possibility, why are we 
intent on destroying 
desert ecology with 
massive solar farms?



36    ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net

It all worked out well for the com-
pany. In 2023, PG&E, which serves 
16 million people, raked in $2.2-bil-
lion in profits, nearly a 25 percent 
jump from 2022.

“The coziness between Gavin 
Newsom and [PG&E] is unlike any-
thing we’ve seen in California poli-
tics… Their motive is profit, which 
is driven by Wall Street,” says Ber-
nadette Del Chiaro, executive direc-
tor of California Solar & Storage As-
sociation, who has over a decade of 
experience monitoring the indus-
try. “[The utility companies] have to 
keep posting record profits, quarter 
after quarter. It’s a perversity that 
nobody is really thinking about.”

It’s pretty simple really. Growth 
means more money for Califor-
nia’s utilities, so they’ve gone all in 
on expansive and destructive solar 
farms. Ultimately, this means high-
er bills for consumers to cover the 
costs of a grid they are forced to rely 
on as home solar systems become 
increasingly expensive.

Newsom’s war on rooftop solar 
has had another detrimental impact: 
it’s threatened the state’s clean en-
ergy goals. And the governor hasn’t 
said a word about that. The Califor-
nia Energy Commission estimates 
that, to meet its climate benchmarks, 
the state must add 20,000 megawatts 
of rooftop solar electricity by 2030. 
At this pace, they’ll be lucky to in-
stall 10,000 megawatts. With such 

a precipitous decline in home solar 
installations, the 20,000 megawatts 
goal will never be reached by that 
year, even when you include all 
large-scale solar developments now 
in the works.

The Coalition for Community So-
lar Access estimates that 81 per-
cent of solar companies in the state 
fear they’ll have to close up shop. 
Bad news for the solar industry also 
means bad news not just for Califor-
nia, the nation’s leader in solar en-
ergy production, but for the climate 
more generally.

A rapid decline in new solar in-
stallations also means massive job 
losses, possibly 22 percent of the 
state’s solar gigs, or up to 17,000 
workers. In addition to such bleak 
projections, disincentivising rooftop 
solar will also hurt the Californians 
most impacted by warming temper-
atures and in need of relief — those 
who can’t afford to live along the 
state’s more temperate coast.

“Rooftop solar is not just the 
wealthy homeowners anymore,” 
State Senator Josh Becker, a San 
Mateo Democrat, recently told Cal-

Matters. “Central Valley people are 
suffering from extreme heat. The 
industry has been making great 
strides in low-income communities. 
This [utilities commission decision] 
makes it harder.”

The slow death of new residential 
solar installations is likely to mean 
that most of California’s electricity 
will continue to be made by burning 
natural gas and sending more fossil 
fuel emissions into the atmosphere. 
All of this may also be a sign that 
rooftop solar across the country is 
in peril. Utility companies and those 
hoping to gut residential solar pro-
grams in Arkansas, Florida, Geor-
gia, Nevada, and North Carolina are 
already humming Newsom’s “cost-
shift” tune.

“They [the big utilities] know it’s 
a pivotal time,” Bernadette Del Chi-
aro tells me, with a sense of urgen-
cy and deep concern for what lies 
ahead. “They are fighting really 
hard, and they are fighting hardest 
in California because where Califor-
nia goes, there goes the nation.” CT

Joshua Frank is an award-winning 
California-based journalist and  
co-editor of CounterPunch.  
He is the author of the new book  
“Atomic Days: The Untold Story  
of the Most Toxic Place in 
America” (Haymarket Books).  
This article first appeared at  
www.tomdispatch.com

A rapid decline in new 
solar installations also 
means massive job 
losses, possibly 22 
percent of the state’s 
solar gigs, or up to  
17,000 workers
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Britain’s broken water system: 
death, denial and diarrhoea 
Thatcher’s privatisation of water supply and corporate created conditions that 
give us a reminder of the bad old days when Londoners died in their thousands 

I n the spring of 2024, residents 
of the south Devon harbour 
town of Brixham kept fall-
ing ill. Their symptoms – in-
cluding “awful stomach com-

plaints, bad diarrhoea and severe 
headaches” – went on for weeks. A 
retired GP who ventured to the pub 
after finally recovering from the ill-
ness recalled that, when someone 
asked those present to “raise their 
hand if they hadn’t had the bug,” not 
a single hand went up.

Given the controversies about raw 
sewage discharges that were swirl-
ing at the time, the drinking water 
seemed an obvious suspect. Many 
local residents contacted their wa-
ter provider, but by late April, South 
West Water was still insisting the 
water was safe to drink, and that all 
tests for contaminating bacteria had 
returned negative.

Then suddenly, the company is-
sued an urgent “boil it” note to thou-
sands of households in Brixham 
and nearby villages and towns in 
the Torbay region. A tiny parasite 
that causes the intestinal disease 
cryptosporidiosis had been discov-
ered in the water supply.

The contamination was eventual-
ly pinpointed to a defective valve un-
der a stretch of farmland which had 
allowed cow faeces to enter three 
holding tanks of drinking water – 
downstream from the main water 

works, and from where the water’s 
quality was routinely tested.

According to South West Water, 
the outbreak ultimately affected 
17,000 households. While the official 
record shows 77 confirmed cases of 
“crypto,” as it is commonly known, 
the UK Health Security Agency only 
began surveying residents in the 
second week of July – long after the 
outbreak began.

The contamination of an entire 
region’s water supply, with thou-
sands of households forced to rely 
on bottled water or boiling their tap 
water for months, is shocking. But 
as experts in the history of water-
borne disease outbreaks and pub-
lic health, what concerns us most is 
how quickly the story has moved on 
– as if nothing could be done and it 
was “just another infection.”

Given the UK was once known 
for its revolutionary sanitation pro-
jects, we want to understand what 
systemic issues – from inadequate 
infrastructure to corporate cover-ups 
to lax legislation – lie at the heart of 
this inability to keep the water clean 
and people free from waterborne in-
fection. Or put another way: why can’t 
Britain get its shit together?

The residents of Torbay have a 
particular right to ask this ques-

tion. In the summer of 1995, the 
same Devon holiday region (known 
as the “English riviera”) experi-
enced the UK’s first major outbreak 
of waterborne disease – also crypto-
sporidiosis – since the water in-
dustry was privatised by Margaret 
Thatcher’s Conservative govern-
ment in 1989. More than 250,000 res-
idents were sent a “boil it” notice. 
By the end of the summer, there 
had officially been 575 cases and 25 
hospitalisations.

A year later, the environment sec-
retary John Gummer took South 
West Water to court under sec-
tion 70 of the 1991 Water Industry 
Act. This was the first time a Brit-
ish water company had been tak-
en to court for providing water un-
fit for human consumption – but the 
case was thrown out after evidence 
provided by the Drinking Water In-
spectorate was ruled inadmissible.

The ruling fuelled public fears 
that water companies, like other 
newly privatised state enterprises, 
could not be held properly accounta-
ble for their mismanagement. These 
concerns have grown over the sub-
sequent three decades, as South 
West Water – and England and 
Wales’s other nine private water 
and sewage companies – have reg-
ularly been accused of prioritising 
healthy shareholder dividends over 
the public’s health.



ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net   39  

Many of the world’s modern sys-
tems of public health surveillance 
have their origins in innovations 
Britain introduced in the mid-19th- 
century, including continuous water 
supply, sewage filtration and routine 
governmental investigation of dis-
ease outbreaks.

And yet Britain has never man-
aged to eradicate systemic failures 
when it comes to providing safe, 
clean and accessible drinking wa-
ter to its citizens. To understand 
why not, we need to start by revis-
iting Britain’s major cholera and ty-
phoid outbreaks of the 19th- and ear-
ly 20th-century which at their peaks 
killed hundreds of people every day.

“The colossal power of life and 
death wielded by a water company 
supplying half a million customers 
is something for which, till recently, 
there has been no precedent in the 
history of the world. Such a power 

ought most sedulously to be guard-
ed against abuse.”

These prophetic words were writ-
ten by the British government’s first 
ever chief medical officer, John Si-
mon, in 1867. He was responding to 
one of the country’s worst water-re-
lated scandals: the 1866 cholera epi-
demic that killed 5,596 people in the 
East End of London.

A legal mechanism should have 
prevented this appalling loss of 
life. According to the 1852 Metrop-
olis Water Act – introduced in re-
sponse to previous cholera epidem-
ics in the 1830s and 40s that had also 
killed thousands – London’s eight 
private water companies had been 
compelled to move their river water 
intakes away from the polluted city 
centre (where the river was still tid-
al), and to perform water filtration 
before it reached consumers. Yet 
the act was powerless to prevent the 

return of cholera in June 1866, this 
time because of the failings – and 
denials – of the East London Water 
Company.

Within weeks, the epidemic was 
killing hundreds of Londoners eve-
ry day. Holborn’s medical officer of 
health, Septimus Gibbon, report-
ed the deaths of two children on 
the same day at the home of a cigar 
maker in Cannon Street, observing:

“The house where these children 
resided is in clean and fair sanitary 
condition, but there is an old and 
partly disused sewer running close 
at the back of it, in the rear of Great 
James Street, which the sanitary 
authority is unable to destroy, be-
cause three houses in Green Street 
claim a right to drain into it.”

At the height of this cholera out-
break, the East London Water Com-
pany denied all accusations from 
government epidemiologists that it 

T
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POO ALERT: Green Party protesters campaign against sewage disposal into the sea at Brighton, on England’s south coast
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was responsible for the deaths. In 
August 1866, the company’s chief 
engineer, Charles Greaves, wrote a 
letter to The Times declaring that, 
for several years, “not a drop of un-
filtered water has been supplied by 
the company for any purpose.” But 
his statement was quickly contra-
dicted by two local residents, who 
told the East-End News they had 
discovered eels in their water pipes.

In the end, pioneering epidemiolo-
gists discovered that the East Lon-
don Water Company – wrestling 
with both a blocked water filter and 
unusually high demand in early 
June 1866 – had opened the sluice 
at its uncovered Old Ford reservoir, 
drawing in unfiltered water and un-
leashing diarrhoeal horrors on the 
residents of east London.

Yet, despite being in clear viola-
tion of the 1852 act, the company ar-
gued other factors were to blame for 
the cholera outbreak – even includ-
ing the suspect morals of East End 
residents. In his evidence to a par-
liamentary select committee, engi-
neer Nathaniel Beardmore pointed 
to the dangers of an overcrowded 
East End “populated by dock la-
bourers, sailors, mechanics in the 
new factories, and great numbers 
of laundresses.”

Ultimately, while the East Lon-
don Water Company received 
lots of bad press, it was given no 
official sanctions. A pattern of 
denial and obfuscation had been 
established that water compa-
nies have regularly employed 
ever since, when accused of be-
ing responsible for life-threat-
ening water infections.

In the wake of the 1866 chol-
era outbreak, Simon, the pio-
neering chief medical officer, 
argued that the way to eradi-

cate deadly health outbreaks was a 
combination of more surveillance of 
water companies and more preven-
tive public health measures based 
on epidemiological investigations. 
This would mean carefully moni-
toring sickness data from around 
the country, and sending in epide-
miological experts at the first sign 
of crisis – not waiting until after an 
outbreak had exploded.

But despite Simon’s urgings, it 
would take another shocking water-
related scandal for the British gov-
ernment to get serious about the 
dangers of untreated sewage.

One late-summer evening in Sep-
tember 1878, the Princess Alice, a 
paddle steamer with more than 800 
people on board, was struck by the 
coal ship Bywell Castle in the mid-
dle of the River Thames. The Al-
ice was virtually sliced in two, and 
sank within minutes in sight of 
North Woolwich pier.

Two hours earlier, 75,000 gallons 
of raw sewage from the outflows of 
Joseph Bazalgette’s much-herald-
ed underground sewerage system 
– constructed to rid London of its 
“great stink” and only just complet-
ed – had been discharged into the 
same stretch of river, forming a nox-
ious cloud of air and hideously con-
taminated water. A survivor of the 
disaster would later recall:

“Both the taste and smell were 
something dreadful … Having been 
down to the bottom and having rose 
again with my mouth full of it, I 
could give a very good picture of it 
– it was the most horrid water I ever 
tasted and the smell was also equal-
ly bad.”

This was Britain’s worst inland 
waterway tragedy, claiming around 
650 lives. A report in The Times de-
scribed dead bodies “continually be-
ing washed ashore along the whole 
course of the river from Limehouse 
to Erith … It will be some days be-
fore this rendering up of the dead 
will be at an end.”

While the victims died by drown-
ing or asphyxiation due to being 
trapped inside the sinking boat, 
the descriptions of the state of the 
river water and air caused outrage 
among the public. In response, the 
government rushed in a new law 
that all sewage must be treated be-
fore being discharged into rivers. 
Extensive new treatment facilities 
were commissioned, beginning in 
east London, and a Royal Commis-
sion on Sewage Disposal was estab-
lished in 1898 – the first to set offi-
cial standards for the treatment of 
wastewater.

“Both the taste and  
smell were something 
dreadful …  it was  
the most horrid water  
I ever tasted  
and the smell was  
also equally bad”

‘Boil it’ instruction for  
residents of east London’s  
Limehouse during the cholera  
epidemic of 1866
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But while these efforts meant the 
threat of cholera was largely eradi-
cated from British drinking water, 
its deadly waterborne cousin, ty-
phoid fever, continued to wreak hav-
oc. So prolific were these outbreaks 
– including the worst episode of ty-
phoid in modern British history, 
when nearly 2,000 people were in-
fected and more than 140 died in 
Maidstone, Kent, in 1897 – that by 
the turn of the century, more than 
150 British towns and cities had tak-
en responsibility for providing and 
regulating water into their own 
hands.

This new vision of municipal re-
sponsibility was encapsulated by 
the pioneering mayor of Birming-
ham, Joseph Chamberlain, who 
spearheaded a massive public own-
ership programme for provision 
of gas, schools, libraries and city 
parks. In 1876, he established the 
Birmingham Corporation Water De-
partment after buying the private 
Birmingham Waterworks Company 
for £1,350,000 (over £195-million at 
today’s prices).

Progressives argued that remov-
ing private industry from the pro-
vision of water and other key ser-
vices would ensure the standards 
of health and hygiene that modern 
towns and cities required – and that 
this was more important than com-
pany profits. Or as Chamberlain put 
it:

“We have not the slightest inten-
tion of making profit … We shall get 
our profit indirectly in the comfort 
of the town and in the health of its 
inhabitants.”

Maidstone’s deadly typhoid out-
break would see the town go down 
in history as the world’s first mu-
nicipality to attempt widespread 
water sterilisation, when its reser-
voir and mains water supply were 
disinfected with a solution of chlo-
ride of lime in 1897 (it proved “a dif-
ficult procedure that required sever-
al attempts”). In time, this initiative 

would lead to global water chlorin-
ation programmes that are estimat-
ed to have saved millions of lives by 
preventing the spread of dangerous 
bacteria including Salmonella Ty-
phi, the cause of typhoid fever.

Shortly afterwards, in 1902, Lon-
don joined the march of municipal-
isation, when the Metropolitan Wa-
ter Act created the largest public 
water system in Britain with the 
purchase of the city’s private com-
panies. The East London Water 
Company alone was purchased for 
nearly £4 million – over £600 mil-
lion today.

The rationale was threefold: cost 
savings from delivery at scale, an 
ethos of civic responsibility, and 
the belief that publicly owned wa-
ter could be more closely monitored, 
preventing waterborne outbreaks in 
the future.

By the mid-20th-century, a pub-
lic-private hybrid was the norm for 
water provision in Britain – and the 
scale of the resulting public invest-
ments in waterworks was staggering. 
However, the argument that these 
would lead to long-term savings was 
disputed – with a 1920 parliamentary 
committee on the impact of the Met-
ropolitan Water Act concluding:

Not only has there never been any 
savings in total cost, [but] the ac-
tual expenditures of the [new Lon-
don-wide water] board have been 
in excess of the total of the eight un-
dertakings whose properties were 

taken over. The cost of the water 
supplies … has risen.

Municipal water projects may 
not have saved money, but did they 
save lives? A 2016 study found that 
municipalisation of Britain’s water 
supply from the late-19th-century 
resulted in a reduction of typhoid 
fever by 19 percent. The city of Ox-
ford experienced an initial decline 
in typhoid mortality from the 1880s 
due to improved sand filtration and 
municipal piped water, followed by 
a sharp decline when chlorination 
of the water was introduced in 1930.

And yet, in the second half of the 
20th-century, sewage treatment in 
Britain consistently failed to meet 
the standards demanded by laws 
imposed decades earlier, according 
to a report by the government regu-
lator Ofwat:

“The desire to dispose of sewage 
as cheaply as possible led to a lack of 
investment in sewage treatment by 
many councils, and the number of 
river pollution incidents increased 
through the 1960s. This, in turn, in-
creased the treatment requirement 
of river water abstractions. By the 
end of the 1960s, 60 percent of all 
sewage treatment works were es-
timated to be failing to meet the 
standards established at the end of 
the 19th century.”

By the early 1970s, England and 
Wales still possessed a motley 
crew of public and private systems 
for dealing with sewage and water. 
In all, there were 160 different wa-
ter companies (some public, some 
private), 130 sewerage authorities, 
and 29 river authorities. Where op-
erational risks were usually shoul-
dered by the private sector, the pub-
lic sector typically carried all the 
(enormous) financial risks associat-
ed with the building of water treat-
ment infrastructure.

In 1973, Edward Heath’s Conserv-
ative government sought to end this 
confusing array of localised water 
and sewerage provision. Its latest 

Progressives argued that 
removing private industry 
from the provision of 
water would ensure the 
standards of health and 
hygiene that modern 
towns and cities required
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version of the Water Act established 
ten new regional water authorities 
– based not on the political might of 
cities but the dominant regional riv-
er systems in England and Wales. It 
was an ambitious but largely sensi-
ble attempt to secure the long-term 
health of Britain’s water supply. In 
early February 1973, Geoffrey Rip-
pon, secretary of state for the en-
vironment, told his House of Com-
mons colleagues:

“This is a radical reconstruction. I 
suggest it is none the worse for that. 
It takes its place alongside the reor-
ganisation of local government and 
of the health services in this gov-
ernment’s overhaul of the adminis-
tration of the country, to keep pace 
with the problems with which we 
shall have to deal through the re-
maining decades of this century and 
into the next.”

Rippon was seeking approval for 
a programme of carefully coordi-
nated public and private invest-
ment – but his plea fell on deaf ears 
among Conservative MPs and their 
colleagues across the aisle. Instead, 
a more radical strategy was intro-
duced by Heath’s successor as Tory 
leader, Margaret Thatcher.

Rather than investing any more 
public money in Britain’s water in-
frastructure, Thatcher sought to 
put Britain’s entire system of wa-
ter provision back in the hands of 
the private sector. A decade after 
she came to power in 1979, and de-
spite a public outcry and many ref-
erendums, she finally achieved this 
through the Water Act of 1989. This 
turned the regional water authori-
ties in England and Wales into limit-
ed companies, and offered lucrative 
regional monopolies to the highest 
bidders. (In Scotland, the plans to 
privatise were met with particular-
ly strong opposition, and its public 
schemes remain to this day.)

In one infamous speech in the 
House of Commons, Thatcher’s ar-
gument rested on a simplistic eco-

nomic case for long-needed invest-
ment: “It will be the people who 
want those improvements in water 
who will have to pay.”

This was a reversion back to the 
Victorian origins of Britain’s ap-
proach to water provision. But the 
prime minister had orchestrated 
her case well. Restrictions imposed 
by her government on public bor-
rowing since the early 1980s had 
made it impossible for the regional 
water authorities to borrow money 
for investments for over a decade.

A t the same time, the 1980s saw  
a steadily growing concern for the en-
vironment among the British public 
and rising demand for improvement 
of its waterways. The UK’s embar-
rassing failure to meet European 
obligations which it had co-designed 
made privatisation seem like a sen-
sible last resort, even though such a 
policy had no precedence in any other 
developed country.

Yet it remained one of the most 
unpopular policy decisions of the 
Thatcher government. In 1994, the 
Daily Mail – usually an ardent 
supporter of the Conservative par-
ty – condemned it under the head-
line “The Great Water Robbery,” 
declaring:

“When it was privatised in 1989, 
the water industry was hailed as the 
jewel in the crown of the Thatcher-
ite privatisation programme … In 
reality, the water industry has be-
come the biggest rip-off in Britain. 

Water bills, both to households and 
industry, have soared. And the di-
rectors and shareholders of Brit-
ain’s top-ten water companies have 
been able to use their position as 
monopoly suppliers to pull off the 
greatest act of licensed robbery in 
our history.”

Globally, the full-scale water pri-
vatisation of England and Wales re-
mains an exception, other than for a 
few World Bank-led initiatives in de-
veloping economies. Most European 
countries have opted for a coexist-
ence of private and public bodies.

In England and Wales, selling 
off water providers as regional mo-
nopolies led to unsustainable price 
hikes, with company after compa-
ny prioritising shareholders over 
customers from the get-go. Where-
as publicised investment strategies 
implied that sewerage systems had, 
on average, a reliable lifetime of 280 
years, in reality many are crum-
bling away – with even conserva-
tive evaluations limiting their life-
time to about 110 years, such that 
some urgent upgrades are now ur-
gently needed.

In the summer of 1995, when Tor-
bay experienced the UK’s first ma-
jor outbreak of a waterborne para-
site since Thatcher’s privatisation 
programme, investigations by Pub-
lic Health England traced the out-
break to the Littlehempston water 
treatment facility near Totnes – but 
there was no conclusive evidence on 
how the cryptosporidium parasite 
had entered the water.

South West Water offered £15 to 
each affected household, but claims 
of reputational and economic dam-
age from the outbreak were grow-
ing by the hour. Legal action against 
the company followed but the case 
was thrown out. After installing a 
new filtration system, South West 
Water stated it had “absolutely min-
imised” any future risk of a stomach 
bug emerging from the faulty facil-
ity. Yet as litigation had been un-

Rather than investing 
more public money in 
water infrastructure, 
Thatcher sought to put 
Britain’s water provision 
back in the hands  
of the private sector
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successful, there was no pathway to 
test this pledge and hold the compa-
ny to account for any future failures.

The familiar cop-out of down-
playing the seriousness of any faults 
– whether in monitoring and regu-
lating water quality, or a lack of in-
vestment in infrastructure – was 
voiced again in March 1997 by Con-
servative MP James Clappison, who 
noted during a debate on crypto-
sporidium that “most incidents are 
relatively minor happenings.”

Earlier that same month, Thames 
Valley Water had issued another 
dreaded “boil it” notice, this time to 
300,000 customers in Hertfordshire 
and North London. Emboldened by 
the failed legal case in south Devon, 
the company robustly refused com-
pensation claims and offered a single 
paltry payout of £10 to affected cus-
tomers.

In Scotland, meanwhile, water had 
been retained in public ownership. 
Writing in The Scotsman in March 
1997, columnist Lesley Riddoch re-
marked that in England and Wales, 
there was obviously “still no legal 
requirement for companies to com-

pensate poisoned consumers.”
Following Tony Blair’s landslide 

victory in May 1997, the new La-
bour government promised tight-
er oversight of the water indus-
try – including an increased threat 
of prosecution for companies that 
transgressed. But for Adrian Sand-
ers, then Torbay’s LibDem MP, this 
didn’t go far enough, as he told the 
local Herald Express newspaper in 
May 1998:

“I am concerned there still isn’t an-
ything to allow independent watch-
dogs access into water treatments 
for tests. There isn’t a clearcut way 
for residents to seek compensation 
if they are the victims of the bug.”

In the 12 months following Blair’s 
election, all ten of England and 
Wales’s water and sewerage com-
panies were found guilty of envi-

ronmental offences. Thames Water 
and Anglian Water were prosecuted 
eight times in 1999, and by 2001, Sev-
ern Trent led the “serial offenders” 
table with 494 pollution incidents 
since the new government came to 
power. But the associated fines were 
usually negligible. Wessex Water, a 
subsidiary of US energy company 
Enron, was fined only £5,000 (plus 
costs) for discharging 1-million gal-
lons of raw sewage into Weymouth 
marina in Dorset one August bank 
holiday.

More recently, government-in-
duced fines have increased. Since 
2015, the UK Environment Agency 
has prosecuted 59 water and sew-
erage companies for more than 
£150-million. Yet outbreaks of water-
borne illnesses from dodgy, stink-
ing, and contaminated water sourc-
es remain all-too-common. In May 
2024, Conservative MP Anthony 
Mangnall condemned South West 
Water’s response to the outbreak of 
cryptosporidium in his south Devon 
constituency:

“I think this is contemptible and 
just generally incompetent – it’s put 
a lot of people’s health at risk. That, 
to me, is one of the most serious in-
dictments because they were made 
aware of this by a large number of 
people, including myself … So to not 
actually respond in a manner that 
would safeguard public health, I 
think, is deeply problematic.”

In the era of Covid-19, we mostly 
hear about epidemiology as the sci-
ence of predictive modelling. But at 
its core, epidemiology is a detective 
science of outbreak investigation. 
This means carrying out proper di-
agnoses to verify the pattern of an 
outbreak, clarify the presence of a 
common infective agent, elucidate 
conditions that might accelerate the 
epidemic, then form a hypothesis 
about its cause.

Yet outbreak investigations seem 
too often to be a thing of the past. 
“The nearest I heard of any sur-
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veys,” one Brixham resident noted 
earlier this year, “was post-Pilates 
coffee conversations: have you had 
the bug?”

As the earlier, failed legal chal-
lenge against South West Water in 
1996 recalls, to develop a success-
ful prosecution, a case needs good 
detective work involving up-to-date 
water monitoring as well as epide-
miologists on the ground, counting 
cases.

In Keir Starmer’s first prime min-
ister’s questions on July 24, the very 
first question posed – by Calum 
Miller, LibDem MP for Bicester and 
Woodstock – challenged the new 
prime minister to accept that “Brit-
ain’s water system is broken.”

The new government – in ech-
oes of the Blair ministry almost 30 
years earlier – had already prom-
ised in the king’s speech to strength-
en the powers of the water regulator 
Ofwat, increase compensation lev-
els for “boil it” notices, and make it 
easier for customers to hold water 
company bosses to account in spe-
cial hearings. These measures point 
in the right direction, but they won’t 
go far enough to restore trust in 
British water after so many decades 
of failure.

Almost 150 years on from the 
original “march of munipalisation” 
led by Birmingham’s Mayor Cham-
berlain and other towns and cities, 
the corporate status of British wa-
ter providers is back under scrutiny. 
While the new Labour government 
officially has no plans to re-nation-
alise Britain’s water, we’re squarely 

back in conversations about wheth-
er Britain’s best bet with water safe-
ty is a more draconian regulation of 
privatised companies, or a return to 
nationalisation.

With Thames Water in distress 
and steep price hikes ahead, this is 
a difficult political and economic 
gamble for the government and the 
water regulator. But even if the gov-
ernment ends up having to take some 
companies into “special measures”, 
this won’t address the overpowering 
issue of a leaking, ailing and stinking 
water and sewerage infrastructure 
that is unfit for purpose.

If the future of water compa-
nies continues to be private, public 
or somewhere in between (which 
seems most likely), a key question is 
how to maintain public and political 
will for infrastructure investments 
on the massive scale that is required 
– amid the “black hole” in public fi-
nances identified by the chancellor 
Rachel Reeves.

But ensuring safe and clean wa-
ter also requires faster epidemiolog-

ical investigation and new monitor-
ing systems. When things go wrong 
(and the next crypto outbreak will 
not be far away), affected customers 
require a proper outbreak investiga-
tion – not tokenistic compensation 
and lukewarm promises from their 
water provider.

Epidemiological analysis should 
commence as soon as a failure is 
noticed – not like at Brixham ear-
lier this year, where a proper sur-
vey only began nine weeks after 
the “boil it” notices were sent out. 
Investigations carried out too late 
risk becoming complicit in any at-
tempt to cover up the scale of a wa-
ter crisis.

A better future depends on prop-
er outbreak investigation in concert 
with appropriate legislation, which 
offers the chance to provide true 
accountability. 

If evidence collected in timely 
fashion by an independent agen-
cy stands up in court, legal routes 
to compensation become a viable 
option for customers. This in turn 
should provide a considerable moti-
vation for water providers – private 
or otherwise – to finally start clean-
ing up their shit. CT

Lukas Engelmann is chancellor’s 
fellow in sociology and history  
of biomedicine, at the University  
of Edinburgh, Scotland. Jacob 
Steere-Williams is associate 
professor at the College at 
Charleston, West Virginia. This 
essay first appeared at www.
theconversation.com
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“To hell with the truth! As the 
history of the world proves, the 
truth has no bearing on anything. 
It’s irrelevant and immaterial, as 
the lawyers say. The lie of a pipe 
dream is what gives life to the whole 
misbegotten mad lot of us, drunk 
or sober.” – Eugene O’Neill, The 
Iceman Cometh

V oters in the USA live in 
fantasy and probably al-
ways will. No matter 
how obvious it is that the 
US is an oligarchy, not a 

democracy, the ardent pipe dreams 

of a new face in the White House go 
to their heads every four years. It 
can only be explained by a combi-
nation of intellectual ignorance, the 
acceptance of propaganda, and the 
embrace of illusions.

An analogy is apropos. In the 
small town and vicinity where I live, 
there are about 10 pot shops where 
pipe dreams are dispensed. As The 
Platters sang long ago, “when your 
heart’s on fire, you must realise 
smoke gets in your eyes.” But few re-
alise it.

Smoke? What smoke?
Quadrennially, this love affair 

with the presidential candidates 
burns hot and heavy despite their 
records, as if they were heart throbs 
of stage and screen, straight from 
Broadway or Hollywood deeply con-
cerned for the public’s welfare.

Americans love actors, and the 
presidential candidates are of 
course actors, following the direc-
tions of the fat cats who produce 
their shows. As the grand opening 
of election day approaches, the su-
pine public is aroused to a fanatical 
frenzy of excitement from its years’-
long sleep by a mass media that 
spews out drivel to deceive. It could 

➤�EDWARD J. CURTIN

The ardent pipe dreams 
of American voters

Election time: the acceptance of propaganda and embrace of illusions

ColdType | August 2024 | www.coldtype.net   45  



46    ColdType | September 2024 | www.coldtype.net

be said that what the media propa-
gandists digest, the public eats.

Smoke and mirrors never fail as 
the electorate’s favourite billion-
aire-backed candidates – at this 
point in 2024 Trump and Kama-
la Harris (but don’t count on it) – 
spew lie after lie and the mass me-
dia faithfully promote the show as 
if it were an actual contest between 
good and evil, a grand movie. The 
acting is terrible, but the audience is 
so inflamed they can’t tell.

“There are unconscious ac-
tors among them and involuntary 
actors; the genuine are always 
rare, especially genuine actors,” 
Friedrich Nietzsche told us long 
ago, alluding to far more than this 
crude political masquerade – to 
life itself – urging us to take a deep 
look at the games we play and love 
in our politicians because they con-
firm our illusions.

In the 2020 election between Joseph 
Biden and Donald Trump, more than 
158-million ballots were cast, a re-
cord number that was two-thirds of 
estimated eligible voters. That was 
about seven percentage points higher 
than in 2016 when Trump and Hillary 
Clinton faced off.  Each election was 
supposed to be the most important in 
“your lifetime.”

And as everyone knows, the coun-
try has gotten more prosperous, 
healthier and happier, and the world 
more peaceful, in those eight years 
of Republican and Democratic rule.

One can expect more of the same 
smoke this year as the excitement, 
titillation, and political lies build to 
a November 4 crescendo. Illusions 
die hard, or to be more accurate – 
they do not die.

The Spectacle rolls on.
Although it might sound uppity, 

unless people read books that ex-
plain how the political and economic 
system is constructed and how it op-

erates, they have no hope of under-
standing why the presidential elec-
tions are musical chairs played to 
the tune of Yankee Doodle Dandy. 
Podcasts and talks can be instruc-
tive when true, but they don’t stick 
like words on a page in a book that 
you have noted and can refer back 
to. But the vast majority of people 
will not read such books because 
many can’t read or are too lazy or 
distracted to take the time to switch 
off digital media and the main-
stream corporate press. 

It is only through slow medita-
tive reading and study of the great 
analytic books about social struc-
ture, propaganda, history, capital-
ism, and political economy that a 
person can truly grasp the nature of 
the power elite’s domination of the 
US government, the mass media, 
and the White House. A soupçon of 
differences between contestants for 
the presidency – superficial make-
up – is enough to have those caught 
in the spectacle get worked up into 
a hot lather of excitement for candi-
dates chosen by the billionaires. It is 
an aspect of the mania for celebrity 
culture.

One cannot simply imbibe the 
daily mass media, listen to talk-
ing heads, or read books recom-
mended and promoted by the New 
York Times or some prize commit-
tee such as the Booker or Pulitzer 
prizes. It is no secret that the read-
ing public has been shrinking for 
years as literacy has waned dra-
matically. This is not an accident 
as the internet, cell phones, and the 

online life have been pushed by the 
authorities at every level, includ-
ing throughout the school system. (I 
am not arguing that the voters saw 
through the electoral charade in the 
past because the level of cultural lit-
eracy was higher.)

Today, a walk into any local li-
brary throughout the country will 
confirm the sad state of what even 
those who read books are reading. 
The new fiction shelves are filled 
with books with candy-coloured 
sensationalised covers that evoke 
bodice-ripping books of old now up-
dated to sound more serious by tell-
ing stories of orphans on European 
trains during WW II, mysterious 
murders, separated twins, equal-
ly evil Nazis and Russians on the 
prowl, childhood trauma, unfaithful 
men, etc. All seemingly New York 
Times bestsellers, together with the 
“non-fiction” books within which 
you would search a long time on the 
shelves to find a radical critique of 
the American political system and 
its propaganda arms.

This issue of voting and literacy 
is connected to another key mat-
ter. The American public as a whole 
does not much care to follow foreign 
policy and military issues. That is an 
understatement. Once the military 
draft was ended in January 1973, the 
public lost interest in who was being 
killed in America’s wars. 

Let foreigners be damned was 
the unspoken assumption. It was a 
stroke of genius by the military-in-
dustrial-political complex, for poli-
tics has always been about what’s 
in it for us, and when the military is 
voluntary and Americans are dying 
in smaller numbers, people are in-
different to the killing.

When it comes to politics, the pub-
lic’s focus is primarily on domestic 
issues, the economy, health care, 
taxes, etc., despite the fact that the 
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entire economy is dependent on 
war and preparations for war and 
the US has been at war continually 
for decades. The US spends nearly 
$900-billion dollars annually on “de-
fence” spending; this is more than 
China, Russia, India, Saudi Arabia, 
the UK, Germany, France, South 
Korea, and Japan combined.

As everyone knows:
The US is defending itself in Syr-

ia where its troops illegally occupy 
the oilfields in the northeast.

It is defending itself helping Isra-
el slaughter Palestinians and sup-
porting an expanded Middle East-
ern war.

It is defending itself by attacking 
Russia via Ukraine and leading the 
world to nuclear war.

It is defending itself by provoking 
China in the South China Sea.

It is defending itself all over the 
world with special forces and mili-
tary bases everywhere because eve-
ryone is out to get us.

It is defending itself always far, 
far away from its own shores.

Everyone knows that’s how it 
goes.

But facetiousness aside, the vot-
ing public either doesn’t know or 
doesn’t care that the USA is a war-

fare state; it’s as simple as that. 
Without waging wars, the US econ-
omy, as presently constituted, 
would collapse. It is an economy 
based on fantasy and fake money 
with a national debt over 35 tril-
lion dollars that will never be re-
paid. That’s another illusion. But I 
am speaking of pipe dreams, am I 
not?  And whether they choose to 
be aware of it or not, the vast ma-
jority of Americans support this 
killing machine by their indiffer-
ence and ignorance of its ramifica-
tions throughout the society and 
more importantly, its effects in 
death and destruction on the rest 
of the world. But that’s how it goes 
as their focus is on the masked fac-
es that face each other on the stage 
of the masquerade ball every four 
years.

This charade is comical but ac-
cepted by so many, and as the Hal-
loween season in a presidential elec-
tion year in the USA approaches, it 
becomes most clear. It’s always a 
trick until four years elapses and 
the next poisoned candy treat is 
offered.

Get to the polls. Your life depends 
on it!

But there is a big price to be paid 
– a lesson always too late for the 
learning – for going to the mas-
querade ball. Yet when smoke gets 
in your eyes . . . ah, such an exciting 
time it is!

“Do you not know there comes a 
midnight hour when everyone has to 
throw off his mask?” warned Søren 
Kierkegaard.

“Do you believe that life will al-
ways let itself be mocked?

Do you think you can slip away 
a little before midnight in order to 
avoid this?

Or are you not terrified by it?” CT

Edward Curtin is an independent 
writer whose work has appeared 
widely over many years. His 
website is edwardcurtin.com and 
his latest book is ‘Seeking Truth  
in a Country of Lies.’
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F or the first time in its his-
tory, The New Yorker fea-
tured a courtroom sketch 
on its cover. The image, 
which appeared on its 

April 17, 2023, issue, gives viewers a 
glimpse of a historic court proceed-
ing that could not be captured by 
cameras: the arraignment hearing 
of Donald Trump two weeks earlier.

Because Trump is the first former 
US president to be criminally in-
dicted, there is immense public in-
terest in this case. However, when 
Trump pleaded not guilty to 34 fel-
ony counts of falsifying business re-
cords, his reactions and expressions 
could be visually recorded only by 
three approved courtroom artists.

In a way, it was a throwback to 
an era when only artists could pro-
vide the public with visual records 
of court proceedings. Yet with more 
and more jurisdictions allowing 
cameras into courtrooms, court-
room artists now find themselves 
working in a dying field.

Having studied both courtroom 
sketches and tabloid crime photog-
raphy, I sometimes wonder what 
might be lost if courtroom art were 
to become extinct.

Despite their dwindling numbers, 
courtroom artists are still able to 
pursue their craft because many 
judges continue to forbid photogra-
phy in their courtrooms.

Yet a national standard for ban-
ning cameras in US courtrooms is 
less than 100 years old.

When news photography flour-
ished after World War I, courtroom 
photographs became a staple of tab-
loids such as the New York Daily 
News. These newspapers regularly 
sent their reporters to cover high-
profile trials, taking advantage of 
the uneven patchwork of judicial po-
sitions on whether cameras should 
be allowed in courtrooms.

The trial of Bruno Richard Haupt-
mann spurred a wave of regulations 
against cameras in courtrooms.

In 1935, Hauptmann was tried 
for kidnapping and murdering the 
child of Charles Lindbergh. To cov-
er the so-called “Trial of the Centu-
ry,” an estimated 700 reporters and 
more than 130 cameramen rushed to 

Flemington, New Jersey, leading to 
reports of photographers climbing 
on the counsel’s table, shoving their 
flashbulbs in witnesses’ faces and 
jockeying with one another to take 
pictures of Hauptmann.

After investigating the sensation-
al publicity surrounding the Haupt-
mann trial, the American Bar As-
sociation went on to ban courtroom 
photography in Canon 35 of its 1937 
Canons of Judicial Ethics. Follow-
ing the American Bar Association’s 
lead, Congress enacted Rule 53 of 
the Federal Rules of Criminal Pro-
cedure in 1944, which prohibited 
photography in federal courtrooms 
during judicial proceedings.

This statutory ban remains in 
place today in American federal 
criminal courts and in the US Su-
preme Court.

The bulky cameras of the past, 
along with their cables, micro-
phones and wires, required judg-
es, witnesses, lawyers and jurors 
to navigate around them. Today’s 
cameras, however  –  whether in 
their compact, portable form or as 
remotely controlled, permanently 
mounted features in courtrooms  –  
operate as less physically disruptive 
recorders of court proceedings.

Although cameras can give the 
general public direct access to what 
happens during a trial, they can 
also threaten what the American 

➤�ANITA LAM

Trump and the art of  
the courtroom sketch
What started as an image drawn under a courtroom’s  
tightly regulated conditions has since taken on a life of its own

Mary Chaney’s sketch of Rodney King 
on the witness stand during his 1994 
trial.  Library of Congress
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Bar Association has termed 
the “fitting dignity and de-
corum” of court proceedings. 
When cameras are permit-
ted, as they were in the O.J. 
Simpson trial, judges and law-
yers sometimes worry that the 
proceedings will turn into a cir-
cuslike spectacle.

Because the history of court-
room sketches cannot be separat-
ed from the history of prohibiting 
photography in the courtroom, 
cameras and human artists are 
often positioned as competitors 
in the production of courtroom 
images.

Working with a print or television 
news agency, freelance courtroom 
artists need to draw quickly to meet 
news deadlines. Notably, courtroom 
artist Mary Chaney was able to de-
pict, through more than 260 sketch-
es, the criminal and civil trials of 
the four Los Angeles police officers 
charged with beating Rodney King.

When courtroom illustrators, 
such as David Rose, assert that “the 
camera sees everything, but cap-
tures nothing,” they are arguing 
that the camera’s mechanical eye is 
a poor substitute for  –  as Chicago 
courtroom artist Andy Austin puts 
it  –  “the human eye, the human 
hand, dealing with a human subject 
for viewing by humans.”

While the camera can imme-
diately generate highly detailed im-
ages of a trial, it cannot capture the 
emotional resonance of a courtroom 
moment. By funnelling the emotional 
highs and lows of a trial through their 
body, courtroom artists can bring to 
their work irreplaceable sensory and 
dramatic insights.

Part of the drama stems from a 
courtroom artist’s ability to com-
press hours of court action into a 
single drawing. Artists can also ma-
nipulate the composition and per-

spective of their draw-
ings to create “artistic pull.” Even 
though judges, lawyers, witness-
es and the defendant may be physi-
cally spread out in the actual court-
room, the artist can bring them into 
close proximity with one another 
and the viewer.

It is in this way that courtroom 
sketches can make viewers feel the 
emotional pull of the trial’s main 
characters. This is what happened 
in Jane Rosenberg’s viral court-
room sketch of Trump. 

Compared with the drawings by 
Christine Cornell and Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, Rosenberg’s image is the 
only one that depicts Trump looking 
glum, with arms crossed as he eyes 
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg. Because Bragg is not visible 
in the image, it appears as though 
Trump is fully facing the viewer 
with an expression that has been si-
multaneously described as despond-
ent, disdainful and “pissed off.”

To allow viewers to focus even 
further on Trump’s facial expres-
sion and body language, the New 
Yorker cover crops Rosenberg’s il-

lustration, so it becomes a por-
trait of a former president in 
criminal court. Made up of ener-
getic pastel-chalk lines that are 
suggestive but ultimately un-
finished, the rough sketch aes-
thetically aligns with the mor-
al “sketchiness” that has long 
dogged Trump.

When Reuters tweeted Ros-
enberg’s courtroom sketch 
of Trump, it jump-started 
the image’s afterlife. Even 
though the practice of court-
room illustration has been 
described as a dying art 
form, courtroom sketches, 
like other cultural artifacts, 
are not only preserved in 
special collections and 
exhibits; they can also 
evolve through successive 

framings and interpretations.
Rosenberg herself is no stran-

ger to creating viral courtroom 
sketches. When covering Deflate-
gate  –  the deflated ball controver-
sy involving NFL star Tom Brady  –  
she drew a portrait of the then-New 
England Patriots quarterback that 
elicited comparisons to Quasimo-
do, Lurch and Thriller-era Michael 
Jackson.

Courtroom sketches can also be 
creatively transformed into online 
memes. Rosenberg’s Trump sketch 
has been photo-edited to evoke Ed-
vard Munch’s “The Scream,” to in-
clude a bucket of KFC fried chicken 
and to appear as if he’d been caught 
by the Scooby Doo gang.

Trump’s fans and foes may not 
have gotten their mugshot. But they 
have a viral courtroom sketch, and 
what started as an image drawn un-
der a courtroom’s tightly regulated 
conditions has since taken on a life 
of its own.  CT

Anita Lam is Associate Professor, 
York University, Toronto, Canada. 
This article was first published at 
www.theconversation.com.

Courtroom sketch of Donald Trump as it appeared 

on the cover of The New Yorker
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